
Minutes of the March 21, 2012, Island Heights Environmental Committee Meeting 

Attending:  Tara Church, Mary Judge, Pat Sherwin, George Kotzas, Betty Wood        Absent: Marsha 

Cudworth, Margie Laratta, Norman Scheer 

Minutes of the February 2012 meeting were reviewed.  Motion to accept by Mr. Kotzas, seconded by 

Ms. Sherwin and approved by members. 

REPORTS: Tree Ordinance:  Ms. Wood reported she had again been in contact with Ken Anderson where 

he revealed that a proposed application form had been sent to Town Council for approval.  Ms. Wood 

received assurance that the committee would receive a copy before it is printed.  Ms. Wood to follow up 

with Mr. Bendel of Town Council for update.  Ms. Sherwin reported an incident where a neighbor had 

removed trees without the permit, but had been visited by police and made to pay for the permit, 

although the trees were already removed.  There was a discussion as to how to make the public aware 

of the necessity of the new tree removal application and several ideas were put forth, including a poster 

at the post office. 

Green Team:  Ms. Church encouraged members to “like” our Sustainable Jersey Facebook website 

where if fifty people do, we will received an enhanced version of the page.  Ms. Church also reported 

that Dr. Hoosay’s Stockton College student has been conducting the energy audit of municipal buildings 

for several days, which should result in an important step toward our achieving Bronze status this year. 

Advertising:  Ms. Judge discussed ways to better advertise upcoming events in order to increase 

attendance by township residents as well as people passing through our town.  The following were 

suggested:  sandwich board, Methodist Church bulletin board, post office window, town website, flyer in 

the deli window, flyer in Central Printing window, flyer at the dance school,  send-home notice in the 

elementary school.  Mr. Kotzas volunteered to speak to Steve Muller of SignDesign regarding a reusable 

sign for our use.  Ms. Wood to speak to her son about some graphic design possibility also. 

Long Point:  Ms. Church has found out that we cannot get the beach plums we planned to order for Long 

Point because the company has sold out.  It was also noted that the Town Council had no definite plans 

for Long Point at this time. 

Barnegat Bay Environmental Commission Consortium:  Ms. Judge reported that on May 2 the BBECC will 

be having a program of interest to us. It was suggested perhaps Don Roberts could speak about our 

riverfront plantings. 

Barnegat Bay Blitz:  On May 9 the Blitz will be held.  Karen Hershey is our DEP liaison and we urge our 

members to attend. 

Barnegat Bay Festival:  It was decided we would not be participating in an Earth Day event this year, 

agreeing that the Barnegat Bay Festival on June 3 is a better venue.  It was suggested that raffling off a 

rain barrel would be a good idea.  Mr. Kotzas will register the committee for the event and locate a rain 

barrel to raffle.  It was decided that a single theme for our table this year would be more effective, so 

water conservation was selected.  We may also advertise a build-your-own rain barrel seminar at that 



time to be held shortly thereafter.  Bumper stickers for our anti-idling campaign were also mentioned.  

Motion to spend committee’s funds for the rain barrel by Mr. Kotzas, seconded Ms. Church. Motion was 

carried. 

Community Garden:  Ms. Judge discussed the idea of starting a community garden at the Wanamaker 

facility. She has been in contact with a town on Long Beach Island which is currently beginning such a 

project.  We will need a leader to jumpstart the garden project, submitting a plan to Town Council, 

finding resources, enlisting workers, approaching public works, setting up ground rules, etc.  This would 

be for Spring 2013. 

Motion to adjourn:  Ms. Sherwin, seconded by Ms. Judge.  Motion carried. 


