Island Heights Environmental Committee

Meeting Minutes

Meeting Date:
05/20/09               Time: 7: PM
Attendees:  George Kotzas, Greg Heizler, Norman Scheer, Mary Judge, Pat Sherwin, Marge Laratta, Rob Harrington, Don Roberts
Absent: Marsha Cudworth, James Ryan, Pete Lukowiak, Al Gabriel, K.C. Baney, Robert Wilber
Visitors: Joe Connors from IHC&HA, Mayor Jim Biggs 
	TOPIC
	DISCUSSION
	ACTION
	RESPONSIBLE

PARTY
	COMPLETE BY

	Minutes
	· Thanks to G. Kotzas for recording last months minutes.
	Motion by M. Judge to approve the minutes with 2 emendations. 2nd by P. Sherwin.  Carried.

	
	

	Earth Day
	· Town clean-up on May 22 went well with a good number of resident volunteers. The IHFD cleaned near the firehouse & planted 2 trees at Memorial Field.  2 trees also planted by Post Office.
	   M. Judge acquired 2 new names for the email notification list.
	. 
	

	Trust for Public Lands Grant
	· Phase 2 of the planting is in the ground along the river boardwalk. Phase 3 will be a smaller planting to finish both ends of the original sections. Phase 4 will be done in the Sept/Oct in the area where the fruit trees are growing.
· Discussion of how to finish public access spaces in original area: stones or grass?
	Decide on a planting date for phase 3 and order plants.
M. Judge suggested planting with Eco-lawn: a drought resistant fescue blend. She will research this.
R. Harrington will contact Public Works and Council re this plan.
	Don Roberts
M. Judge
R. Harrington
	

	Thank-you letter to TPL
	· N. Scheer penned a letter thanking TPL for the grant money and explaining our progress so far. Joe Connors is here from partner group of Cultural & Heritage Assoc. to sign letter with our chair R. Harrington.
	Letter signed by chairpersons and rest of EC present.
	
	

	Update to council
	· R. Harrington wrote a letter to update our new mayor and council members about the grant and phases of planting.

	Discussion of need for upkeep of area where plants have been placed. A reminder list of points to be generated.
	P. Sherwin
	

	Mayor Biggs
	· Gave on introduction and brief overview of his plans and hopes for his time in office-including more communication with the Environmental Committee.
	Chairperson R. Harrington asked that any current members who do not wish to serve next year notify him.
	
	

	Bulletin Board
	· New, larger board ready to be hung in the Post Office-it also has a rack for distribution of information. $50 was spent on the board.
	D. Roberts will oversee the placement of the Bulletin Board.
	
	

	Shade Tree request
	· We have until July to order free trees to be planted in the fall. M. Judge is waiting for this year’s catalog of what is available.
	Suggestion made to order trees to replace the ones that died.
M. Judge suggested and members agree that an “Adopt a Tree” program for families to water new trees be tried.
	
	

	Barnegat Bay Festival
	· Sunday, June 7.  EC will have a table with handouts, pictures of River Grass planting and a rain barrel give-a-way.
	Approval to spend up to $150 for rain barrel. Members to staff table & prepare handouts & displays. $50 approved to have banner made.
	
	

	Sail fest
	· September 12. EC to have a display and hand out table.
	Registration fee of #37.50 approved. (25% discount re rain cancel of last year)
	
	

	Council resolution
	· Council liaison G. Heizler announced that last night the council passed a resolution to go forward with the energy audit.
	Next steps are being planned.
	
	

	Adjournment
	· Motion by G. Heizler to adjourn. 2nd by D. Roberts 
	Adjourned at 9:03PM
	
	


NEXT MEETING: Wednesday,  June  17, 2009
