Island Heights Environmental Committee

Meeting Minutes

Meeting Date:
08/18/10               Time: 7: PM
Attendees: Mary Judge, Don Roberts, George Kotzas, Pat Sherwin, Margie Laratta, Norman Scheer, John Bendel
Absent: Marsha Cudworth, Rob Harrington, John Pomeroy
Visitors: 
	TOPIC
	DISCUSSION
	ACTION
	RESPONSIBLE

PARTY
	COMPLETE BY

	Minutes
	· Minutes of previous meeting distributed via email.
	Motion by M. Laratta to approve minutes as submitted. 2nd by N. Scheer.  Carried
	
	

	Treasurer’s report
	· Not available. Chair  M. Judge will email last report to G. Kotzas
	$468 was spent on berm soil for Rivergrass planting.
	. 
	

	Openings
	· discussion of  the need to find a new secretary and to find any residents who may be interested  in becoming a member of the E.C.
	Motion by M. Judge to hire Jen Brodbeck as secretary on a trial basis at $40 per meeting. 2nd by D. Roberts.
Carried
	P. Sherwin will notify Jen of her new position-to start with our next meeting.


	

	Reports from  subcommittees
	Tree Ordinance: an entirely new ordinance is under way that will be more user-friendly. 
Website: M. Judge had April Elley replace old mission  statement with new. Anything to go on site to go through  Chair. Discussion of adding Hotmail address to site for residents questions/comments.
Grants: M. Judge presented a grant opportunity for Community Forestry Management plans.
	More information at next meeting. M. Laratta will send out a sheet giving overview.
M. Judge will open Hotmail account & put into town newsletter

N. Scheer will investigate grant.
	M. Laratta, D.
Roberts, P. Sherwin
M. Judge
N. Scheer
	

	Upcoming events
	· Sailfest: Sept. 11. People needed to sit at our table/may share table with Green Team.
· Rivergrass planting: Sept. 18?  D. Roberts reports berm soil will be delivered next week . He is consulting Kathy Haake from TPL about advisability of planting with drought conditions. If unwise, will ask to save grant money for a spring planting. Some plants stolen, 40% of perennials put in at last planting died in heat & drought. Eagle scout may paint road re access areas in planting area, & develop a prototype recycling/trash bin.
· Fall cleanup: to be discussed  next meeting
	Motion by M. Judge to spend $75 for table fee. 2nd by D. Roberts. Carried.
Discussion is going on with Mayor & council members re scout project.
	M. Judge will ask R. Harrington to submit paperwork for table.
D. Roberts
	

	Green Team
	· Discussion of hopes to coordinate efforts. Members of team are: Mary Pabst, Sandra Snow, Tara & Walter Church, Pam Marx, Deb Challoner. Will have second meeting soon.
	Motion by G. Kotzas to name M. Judge as our liaison to Green Team. 2nd by M. Laratta. Carried.
J. Bendel will find out if Mary needs to be appointed by Mayor to Team.

.
	M. Judge
J. Bendel
	

	NJ Clean Communities Program
	· Townships receive $5,000/yr. for specific projects. Are we underutilizing this opportunity?
	J. Bendel will look for end of year reports.
	J. Bendel
	

	Additional items
	· N. Scheer: some of budget money to be used to plant trees on Borough Complex property as grant application to do this was turned down?/or need to rewrite grant?
· D. Roberts: Energy audit
	G. Kotzas to bring sketch of  proposed tree planting, N. Scheer to price trees, P. Sherwin to ask Mike Lamana for info about Red Oak vs Honey Locust
	G. Kotzas
N. Scheer

P. Sherwin
	Next meeting

	
	· Discussion of stalled energy audit.
	J. Bendel will get an update from the Mayor.
	
	

	Adjournment
	· Motion by M. LaRatta to adjourn, 2nd by N. Scheer.  Carried.
	Meeting adjourned at 8:25.
	
	


NEXT MEETING: Wednesday, September 15, 2010
