MINUTES OF

ISLAND HEIGHTS ENVIRONMENTAL COMMITTEE MEETING

February 20, 2008

Introduction of guest speaker, Mark Villinger, from the Natural Lands Trust Fund, by Donald Roberts.

Power point presentation focused on purpose of the Natural Land Trust with regard to funding, objectives, acquisitions, Green Acre planning incentives, application processes and currently owned properties that are environmentally sensitive. Questions and discussion followed.

Following the presentation a brief meeting called to order by Don Roberts. Minutes of the last meeting read and approved by Lucy Bottomley and seconded by Marge Laratta. Donald Roberts reported that a letter was forwarded to the Mayor requesting an apology from Brian Hall to the Environmental Committee regarding his unacceptable and unprofessional behavior toward members of the group at the last meeting (See Footnote). A report on the progress of the Tree-Ordinance Sub-committee was given: The subcommittee is working toward getting the revised ordinance back to the environmental committee at large. When completed the document will be emailed to all EV Committee members prior to the regular March meeting where it will be discussed. If necessary, a special meeting of the entire committee will be called to vote it out of committee so the Ordinance can go to legal review and to the Council. Greg Heizler reported that Brian Hall has recommended that a dumpster be purchased for the Island Heights Post Office in order for them to comply with recycling the large amounts of mixed paper generated as trash. The issue of Robo-Cans again was brought up with regard to the size and suitability for our town and the capability of our current trash pick-up vehicle. It was suggested that regular 32 gallon cans be used as in many other local communities. Questions regarding when information will be given to the community regarding our new recycling center and the schedule/guidelines for pickup/drop-off were posed by the committee. Lucy Bottomley reported that the DEP had issued a violation for soil run-off at the stalled construction site on Siddons Court/Lake Avenue. It was also reported that a fence was built on the property line, seemingly ignoring the 25ft. easement. Karen Hershey encouraged community members with concerns be present at the regularly scheduled Council meetings.

Committee members present: Donald Roberts, Marsha Cudworth, K.C. Baney, Marge Laratta, Lucy Bottomley, Rob Harrington, George Kotzas, Norman Sheer, Greg Heizler and Karen Hershey. 

Visitors: Jean Wetta, Mark Villinger

Absent: Pat Sherwin, Mary Judge, Robert Wilber, Peter Lukowiak, James Ryan, Linda Tavares.

Footnote:  The minutes from this meeting have been revised to reflect that Don Roberts’ remarks and correspondence regarding Brian Hall were not authorized by the Environmental Committee, but were made in his personal capacity.  See March 19, 2008 minutes for details.
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