Island Heights Environmental Committee

Meeting Minutes

Meeting Date:
March 19, 2008               Time: 7: PM

Attendees:  Marge Laratta, K.C. Baney, Robert Wilber Jr., Lucy Bottomley,  Mary Judge, Don Roberts, Rob Harrington, George Kotzas, Karen Hershey, Pat Sherwin 

Absent: Greg Heizler, Marsha Cudworth, Peter Lukowiak, Norman Sheer, James Ryan

Visitors:  

TOPIC

DISCUSSION

ACTION

RESPONSIBLE

PARTY

COMPLETE BY

River Grass

The E.C. submitted a proposal for the planting of river grasses to the Council and since it is for $1500, it is on the Council’s March 25th agenda for approval.

Chairperson Don Roberts thanks Pinelands Nursery, Al Gabriel and David Freedman for their help with this proposal.

Membership

Mayor Siddons received a letter of resignation from Linda Tavares. This letter was forwarded to Don Roberts and presented to the Environmental Committee.

Mayor Siddons accepted the resignation with regrets.

. 

Minutes of previous meeting

Minutes sent to members via email. After discussion, it was decided to amend the minutes to reflect that the request for an apology from Councilman Brian Hall to the E.C. was not sent from the E.C. as a whole, but from Don Roberts personally.

Motion by Mary Judge to accept the minutes as amended. 2nd by K.C. Baney. Carried.

Speaker series

Three more speakers are planned: 

-April 3 at the church at 7PM Forrester Mike Lamana will talk about Our community forest, gypsy moths and tree preservation.

-May 15 the church at 7PM Dr. Patrick Hoosay, a professor at Stockton U. will present a program on cutting energy costs through audits of town buildings, forecasting future costs of energy use at current levels, and offering suggested alternate energy sources.

.Don Roberts also reported that Dr. Kennish is willing to return to speak on eutrophication of the Bay. A date will be set.

Liaison Report

Council liaison Karen Hershey discussed Council’s perception of relations between Council and the E.C. She will do the same for Council on our behalf.

Karen will clarify for us which version of the Bylaws were approved by Mayor Siddons.

Sub-committee reports

Earth Day: our town clean-up moved to May 3-the day after grand opening of recycling yard. Meet at yard to get cleaning assignment & tour yard.

Sail Fest: (Sept.) Rob Harrington will arrange for booth space for E.C. Will have educational handouts, speakers series info, recycling info and give aways

Kiosk: K.C. Baney recovered enough to now replace locks & shield them from salt spray. Also repair loose roof shingle.

Barnegat Bay Festival: June 1. E.C. booth with info on rain barrels & drawing to win one.

Vice-chair Mary Judge took over the meeting at this point as Chair Don Roberts did not feel well and left.

Motion by M. Judge to move Earth Day clean up to May 3. 2nd by M. Laratta-carried.

Motion by M. Judge to donate a Rain Barrel to give away at the Barnegat Bay  Festival if sufficient funds are in the budget. 2nd by M. Laratta. Carried.

K. Hershey: clarify info about what items can be recycled by May 3. She will also contact Public Works re bage, gloves & pick up of full bags.

R. Harrington: Earth  Day flyer.

Clogged storm water drains

Lucy Bottomley has observed several storm drains overflowing and asked who cleans them. Depends on whether county or town road. 

M. Judge suggested we participate in “Adopt a storm drain” project to help solve problem-she has info.

Removal of underground oil tanks

Marge Laratta is having this done at her home and will make notes re resources and process for doing this safely. 

Info can be made available for town residents.

Newsletter

After discussion of need for more participation by residents in committee projects, suggestion made to have reminder added to town newsletter that the public is welcome to attend our meetings.

Adjournment

Motion by Robert Wilber to adjourn at 9:08PM. 2nd by K.C. Baney, carried.

NEXT MEETING: Wednesday, April 16, 2008 at 7PM
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