Island Heights Environmental Committee

Meeting Minutes

Meeting Date:
07/16/08               Time: 7: PM

Attendees:  Rob Harrington, Al Gabriel, Jim Ryan, Pete Lukowiak, K.C. Baney, Mary Judge, Marsha Cudworth, Greg Heizler, Pat Sherwin

Absent: Robert Wilber, Jr.

Visitors:  Margie Laratta, George Kotzas, Norman Scheer

TOPIC

DISCUSSION

ACTION

RESPONSIBLE

PARTY

COMPLETE BY

Reorganization

We welcome newly appointed member Al Gabriel. Members removed by Mayor Siddons: Margie Laratta, George Kotzas, Norman Scheer, Don Roberts.

Minutes

Minutes of June meeting circulated via email. 

 Motion by M. Judge to accept minutes as submitted. 2nd by R. Harrington. Carried.

. 

Budget report

Mary Judge reported we have a balance of $286.91, with no outstanding bills. Budget runs by calendar year: Jan. 1-Dec. 31.

Funds spent on advertising meetings, Earth Day & Barnegat Bay Festival give-aways, river grasses and forester Mike Lamana.

Sub committee reports

Kiosk: Marsha Cudworth has a display ready to hang in the kiosk-pictures of river grass planting, names of participants, copy of the proposal, a list of native plants & some sketches of plants.

Sailfest: 1st Sat. in September. Rob Harrington will follow up with Lenny at Central Printing re our space and recycling bins. 

.

R. Harrington

Membership

3 members have lost voting privileges due to 4 consecutive absences: Jim Ryan until Oct. ’08                         

                                           Pete Lukowiak until Oct. ‘08

                                            Greg Heizler until Jan. ‘09

Mary Judge extends our thanks to the 4 members of the EC not reappointed for their participation and contributions.

Two new members appointed by the Mayor expressed that they had no interest in serving and resigned after being appointed.

Discussion of election of officers

Discussion of possibility that council liaison cannot serve as chair. Councilman Al Gabriel states liaison cannot serve as chair.

Discussion of  Jim Ryan’s and Pete Lukowiak’s interest in participating in the EC in light of lack of attendance. Both stated they wish to participate.

Mary Judge reminded us that the Bylaws call for 12 members and 2 alternates. (We currently have 10 & no alternates). 

Motion by M. Judge for G. Heizler to ask Mayor Siddons to reappoint the 4 members removed, as they would still like to serve. 2nd by M. Cudworth. Vote by voting members present: 4 in favor, 2 opposed.

Motion by M. Judge to delay election of officers until membership issues are resolved, and for G. Heizler to serve as interim chair. 2nd by P. Sherwin.

Above motion withdrawn.

Motion by K.C. Baney to nominate R. Harrington as chairperson. 2nd by A. Gabriel; carried.

Motion by M. Judge that J. Ryan and P. Lukowiak be removed from the EC for non-attendance. No 2nd at this time.

G. Heizler to ask Mayor & Council to forward copies of requests for membership to EC for our information.

Next EC newsletter insert to have statement that all interested citizens are invited to attend our meetings.

G. Heizler to contact Mayor Siddons re this

G. Heizler

County Free tree program

Marsha Cudworth asked for clarification about the fact that the deadline has passed to request trees. Application letter sent to our Borough Administrator, copying Mary Judge and Jon Brodbeck, but copies not received by either.  

Discussion of difficulty getting new trees and river grasses watered. Mary Judge has been carting water for trees, but cannot continue. K.C. Baney reported that the Fire Dept. has been watering the river grasses.

M. Judge had spoken with the County Forester: he may still take our application if anyone is interested in filling it out soon. R. Harrington will make the necessary sketches of sites for planting, choose species, and contact the forester. He will also ask the Mayor if the Master Plan for the Wanamaker property would preclude planting donated trees in the islands of the parking lot to reduce the “heat island” effect there.

A. Gabriel will check water spigot at the Post Office.

J. Ryan will contact the county re possibility of helping with watering along county roads.

R. Harrington

A. Gabriel

J. Ryan

Recycling insert

Discussion of need to encourage wider town involvement in recycling program, and to clarify how to recycle items not being properly handled.

M. Cudworth & P. Sherwin will write a newsletter.

R. Harrington will contact County Recycling Office to request multiple copies of information sheets for recycling of materials I.H. cannot accept.

A. Gabriel will check to see if all receptacles at our recycling yard are properly labeled.

M. Cudworth

P. Sherwin

R. Harrington

A. Gabriel

Tree Ordinance

Visitor Marge Laratta asked about the status of the proposed Tree Ordinance, which she helped prepare for attorney review.

G. Heizler will check on this.

G. Heizler

County Recycling Coordinator Meetings

Mary Judge suggested a member of the E.C. attend these monthly meetings to insure the town’s representation. She volunteered to attend, as did K.C. Baney.

A. Gabriel will consider their offer.

A. Gabriel

Town-wide landscaping

Al Gabriel stated that all requests for landscaping should be emailed to Adrian Fanning and himself for preparation of a work order. Residents should not go to Public Works with requests.

Post Office recycling

Greg Heizler reported that the new Postmistress is willing to participate in the recycling of waste paper at the Post Office. I.H. will provide the needed dumpster, and marked containers will be set up inside. The Post Office employee will empty the containers.

Minutes

Visitor Norman Scheer suggested that minutes be sent out shortly after meetings as a reminder to all of actions needing attention.

This will be done when possible.

Adjournment

Motion by Marsha Cudworth to adjourn meeting. 2nd by K.C. Baney; carried.

Meeting adjourned at 8:20PM

NEXT MEETING: Wednesday, August 20, 2008  at 7:00PM
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