Island Heights Environmental Committee

Meeting Minutes

Meeting Date:
September 18, 2007               Time:  7:PM

Attendees:  George Kotzas, Jim Ryan, Marge Laratta, Don Roberts, Mary Judge, Karen Hershey, Greg Heizler, Norman Scheer, Rob Harrington, Pat Sherwin

Absent: Lucy Bottomley, Marsha Cudworth, Linda Tavares, Robert Wilber, Peter Lukowiak, KC Baney  (Mtg. changed re Emergency Drill)

Visitors:  

TOPIC

DISCUSSION

ACTION

RESPONSIBLE

PARTY

COMPLETE BY

Minutes

Distributed via email before meeting.

MOTION by M. Judge to accept minutes of  last meeting. Second by G. Heizler; approved with one abstention.

Budget

Vice-chair M. Judge reminded us that decisions need to be made about the use of our budget for this year. Educational projects are a priority. 

Scheduling some speakers and information forums for residents to be considered. 

MOTION by G. Heizler to reimburse M. Judge $50 for purchase of 5 informational signs showing size of “keeper” crabs to be hung next spring. Second by M. Laratta. Approved.

. 

Priorities for next year

Chairperson D. Roberts asked all members present to list their priorities for this committee for the coming year, so we can plan our focus and activities for the year. Priorities of  the 10 members present are listed in order of frequency mentioned.

1.Complete Tree Ordinance

2.Health of Barnegat Bay

  -Storm water run-off

  -Fertilizer use/nitrogen 

  -Bird & animal waste

  -Plantings

3.Education

   -Newsletter inserts

   -Speakers

   -On line web links

   -Demo sites in town re soil conservation, indigenous plants, fertilizer alternatives,  “Gold Star” lawns, rain barrels, goose control, etc.

  -Recycling

4. Erosion at Central Beach and Long Point

5. Grant exploration

6. Town survey re perceptions and needs

7. Green Building program and Cool Cities program

Tree Ordinance update

Council liaison K. Hershey reports that ordinance has been distributed to all council members, who are to read it and respond with questions and comments by Oct. 5. These will be returned to us for review and revision.

.

New Grant opportunity

M. Judge presented grant application from Garden Club of NJ for $1000 to be used for civic development projects using native planting. Application due by Nov. 15.

Members present wish to take advantage of same.

D. Roberts and P. Sherwin

Garbage in Dillons Creek

M. Laratta asked if anyone was responsible for keeping Dillons Creek clean. She noticed trash in the part of the creek behind the Sica model homes.

No one present knows of  anyone responsible. M. Judge suggested we could organize a clean-up

Adjournment

MOTION by M. Judge to adjourn. Second by D. Roberts. Carried.  9:15 PM

NEXT MEETING: Wednesday, October 17, 7:PM
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