Regular Meeting




September 9, 2008
7:00 PM                                

The Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Island Heights was called to order at the Island Heights Municipal Building, Wanamaker Complex, Island Heights, New Jersey
Council President Gabriel read the notice of the meeting in accordance with the OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT P.L. 1975 Chapter 231 (Section 10:4-10).  Notice of the revised meeting time and dates appeared in the Observer and Asbury Park Press on December 21, 2007, notice is also posted on the bulletin board and in the municipal building.

Pledge to the flag and a moment of silence.

Roll Call:

President of Council
Albert R. Gabriel
Council Member      
Brian Taboada

Council Member
Michael Frankovich
Council Member
Richard Woods

Council Member
Greg Heizler

Mayor

         
David Siddons - Absent

Council Member
Betsy Hyle

Borough Attorney   
Doug Jones, Esq.







Administrator/CFO 
Adrian Fanning 
Council President Gabriel opened the public hearing for Ordinance 2008-12.  No questions from the public.  Motion by Mr. Frankovich second by Mr. Heizler to close the public hearing for Ordinance 2008-12.

Roll Call:

Mr. Gabriel

Yes


Mr. Hyle

Yes

Mr. Frankovich
Yes


Mr. Taboada

Yes

Mr. Heizler

Yes


Mr. Woods

Yes







Mayor Siddons
Absent

Motion by Mr. Frankovich second by Mr. Woods to adopt Ordinance 2008-12 entitled, AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF ISLAND HEIGHTS, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AUTHORIZING THE ABANDONMENT OF A 12 INCH TRUCK SEWER LINE FROM JAYNES AVENUE TO MAPLE AVENUE AND THE ABANDONMENT OF WELL NO. 7 AT THE PUBLIC WORKS GARAGE, AND APPROPRIATING $20,000.00 THEREFORE AND PROVIDING FOR THE ISSUANCE OF $19,000.00 IN GENERAL IMPROVEMENT BONDS OR NOTES TO FINANCE THE SAME.
Roll Call Vote:

Mr. Gabriel

Yes


Mr. Hyle

Yes

Mr. Frankovich
Yes


Mr. Taboada

Yes

Mr. Heizler

Yes


Mr. Woods

Yes







Mayor Siddons
Absent

Motion by Mr. Woods second by Mr. Frankovich to approve payment of obligations chargeable to the 2008 operating budget as presented.

Roll Call:

Mr. Gabriel

Yes


Mr. Hyle

Yes

Mr. Frankovich
Yes


Mr. Taboada

Yes

Mr. Heizler

Yes


Mr. Woods

Yes







Mayor Siddons
Absent

Motion to approve purchase requests as listed below by Mr. Frankovich second by Mr. Taboada:

C&H Distributors in the amount of $900.00
Yardville Supply in the amount of $1,204.50
Roll Call:

Mr. Gabriel

Yes


Mr. Hyle

Yes

Mr. Frankovich
Yes


Mr. Taboada

Yes

Mr. Heizler

Yes


Mr. Woods

Yes







Mayor Siddons
Absent

Motion to approve the minutes from July 22, 2008 and August 12, 2008 was made by Mr. Woods second by Ms. Hyle.
Roll Call:

Mr. Gabriel

Yes


Mr. Hyle

Yes

Mr. Frankovich
Yes/Abstain 8/12/08
Mr. Taboada

Yes/Abstain 8/12/08

Mr. Heizler

Yes


Mr. Woods

Yes







Mayor Siddons
Absent

Motion to approve Change Order No.1 from O’Donnell, Stanton & Associates for Chestnut Avenue Road Improvements was made by Mr. Frankovich second by Mr. Woods.
Roll Call Vote:

Mr. Gabriel

Yes


Mr. Hyle

Yes

Mr. Frankovich
Yes


Mr. Taboada

Yes

Mr. Heizler

Yes


Mr. Woods

Yes







Mayor Siddons
Absent

Motion to approve Site Location Study for Water Storage Tank by O’Donnell, Stanton & Associates was made by Mr. Frankovich second by Mr. Taboada.

Roll Call Vote:

Mr. Gabriel

Yes


Mr. Hyle

Yes

Mr. Frankovich
Yes


Mr. Taboada

Yes

Mr. Heizler

Yes


Mr. Woods

Yes







Mayor Siddons
Absent

Motion to table the Post Office Lease Renewal for two weeks was made by Mr. Heizler second by Mr. Frankovich.  
Roll Call Vote:

Mr. Gabriel

Yes


Mr. Hyle

Yes

Mr. Frankovich
Yes


Mr. Taboada

Yes

Mr. Heizler

Yes


Mr. Woods

Yes







Mayor Siddons
Absent

Motion to accept with regrets the resignations of Craig Manger and Al Lopez from Public Works effective August 8, 2008 and August 28, 2008 respectively was made by Mr. Frankovich second by Ms. Hyle.

Roll Call Vote:

Mr. Gabriel

Yes


Mr. Hyle

Yes

Mr. Frankovich
Yes


Mr. Taboada

Yes

Mr. Heizler

Yes


Mr. Woods

Yes







Mayor Siddons
Absent

Motion to approve hiring two individuals to replace Public Works employees, with 90 day probationary period as laborer as per contract was made by Mr. Frankovich second by Mr. Taboada. 

Roll Call Vote:

Mr. Gabriel

Yes


Mr. Hyle

Yes

Mr. Frankovich
Yes


Mr. Taboada

Yes

Mr. Heizler

Yes


Mr. Woods

Yes







Mayor Siddons
Absent

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Mr. Heizler reported that there were three extremely ill kittens that were taken by animal control and unfortunately had to be euthanized due to the illness.

Mr. Frankovich reported that the Ladies Auxiliary is holding a Celebrate Fire Prevention Week on October 5th, 2008 from 11am to 3pm at the Fire House.  It is open to the public with free activities and games.  Sparky the Fire Dog will be there along with face painting, photo opportunities and refreshments.  Also the Fire Co. is looking for photographs, slides, articles regarding the history of the fire company to utilize on the website they are creating.  Any questions or information the public has can be directed to Assistant Chief Ken Balfrey.  Mr. Frankovich also reported on the number and types of calls that the Police Department responded to since the last meeting and year to date.
Ms. Hyle reported that April Elley and I, along with other staff at borough hall, have designed a Town Calendar to be published quarterly as an addition to the council minute newsletter.  This calendar will also be enlarged and posted at key spots in town.  It will include meetings, events, happenings for the various groups to which we councilpersons act as liaison.  We are in the process of gathering the information for October, November and December. The calendar will be going out with the next newsletter.  Ms. Hyle also reported that the Community Club is holding its Fall Flower Sale this month: Wednesday September 17 through Friday September 19 (or for as long as there are flowers) starting at 9am at 172 Maple Avenue. You should get there early as the flowers sell out quickly. Remember that your purchases support educational scholarships for IH students.   Ms. Hyle stated that the Senior Advisory Committee has firmed up its Monthly Get-Together at the IH Grade School.  A flyer will be sent out with the newsletter and you can also check it out on the IH website at www.islandheightsborough.com.  This schedule will be in place for the third Wednesday of every month with varying guest speakers and travel log editions. On the agenda each day:  local residents sharing their travel stories, computer class, lunch, yoga and a speakers’ series. It all starts at 9AM and ends at 3 PM. Partake of the whole day or stop by for the various featured events.  The Senior Advisory Committee is also conducting a coat drive this fall.  As you get ready for the cold weather, please save gently used coats to donate.  We will have all the details for the next newsletter.  Ms. Hyle also reminded residents about the Walking Club: Although vacation activities shrunk our numbers over the summer the club is still getting together on the boardwalk on Mondays & Wednesdays at 8am and Tuesday & Thursdays at 7pm.  Ms. Hyle also stated that they are also looking for additional committee members and if interested please call Betsy Hyle at 732-831-1060.

Ms. Hyle reported that the Cultural & Heritage Association has a couple of things coming up:  Monday, Sept 15th, at 7pm @ Fellowship Hall, United Methodist Church.  Michael Aaron Rockland, PhD, Professor and Chair, Department of American Studies, Rutgers University, will present a program called: What’s American About American Things?... examining everything American from landscape painting & art to modern dance & the Constitution to soap operas & comic strips, jeans & fast food, rock & roll and rap.  On Saturday September 20th from 10am to 4pm there will be the 2nd annual Artists Studios & Gardens Tour. Tickets are $15 and may be purchased at the Cottage Museum.  Ms. Hyle reported that the library now has a video/audio drop box located outside at the entrance to the library to make it more convenient to return videos & CDs on time.  Also the next Book Club Discussion is Tuesday October 14th from 11-noon at the library.  Ms Hyle stated that school is back in session with a great opening.  The Board of Education has a full compliment of members now: Karl Ciak was appointed to fill the one board vacancy this summer. It was reported at last night’s meeting that the school’s security cameras are now in place and operational. The building & grounds committee is joining Central Regional School District in exploring the use of solar panels for the school, and will also be conducting an energy audit in the school with JCP&L.  The Board also went over its school year goals as well as the district goals, both of which will be posted on the grade school website.  For more information on what’s happening at the grade school, watch your mailbox for the next Board of Education newsletter due out shortly.
Mr. Taboada stated that the issue reported by several residents of leaking fire hydrants is being addressed. Mr. Taboada also stated that the Recreation Committee will be hosting its annual Bon Fire at Summit Avenue Beach on Saturday, October 11, 2008.  There will be pizza, marshmallows, treats and ASTRA, the astronomy club.  The Recreation Committee will also be having its annual Halloween Parade on Saturday, October 25, 2008 with a rain date of that Sunday.  
Mr. Woods – no report
Mr. Gabriel stated they are looking into the structural issues at the Police Dept. and that four prices are forthcoming.  He also reminded residents of the 9/11 ceremony at Letter Park at 8:35am and if it rains it will be held under the pavilion.  Mr. Gabriel stated that there are concerns with the buildings not only at the Police Dept. but the Post Office, Boro Hall and the boardwalk which will be looked into in the near future.
PRIVELEGE OF THE FLOOR

Fred Rosenfeld – 48 River Ave. – discussed the options for the Post Office as far as location and cost of the rent payments.  Mr. Rosenfeld also asked for clarification on the Water Tank Location Study for which Mr. Taboada stated that it is to determine what is more cost effective to move to Public Works and sell current location or to leave where it is.
Mary Judge – 255 VanSant Ave. – Wanted to clarify how many Public Works Employees are currently on staff.  Mr. Gabriel stated that we have four with two leaving within the next few weeks.

Judy Slusmon – 21 Ensor Place – Wanted to know what the procedure would be to plant a tree in honor of June Berson at Camp Meeting site.  Mr. Gabriel stated that they should submit a letter along with a sketch of where they would like the tree for the next meeting.

Robert Wilber Jr. – 203 Gilford Ave. – Stated that they should compare rental rates in area and cost of living increase prior to committing to Post Office Lease.  Mr. Heizler said that he would check into this.

Joe Larratta – 164 West End Ave. – Stated he was in agreement with the move of the Post Office which would lessen the traffic past the grade school which at this time is a safety hazard.
John Bendel – 2 Summit Ave. – Stated that the post office should stay in Island Heights and if pushed too far they may leave and that he also likes the current location near the water.  He also questioned where the hydrants are that are leaking and are they working?  Ms. Hyle asked if this was a liability if not working properly with insurance companies.  Mr. Fanning stated that there are older ones that are not working but have been replaced but not shut off.  Further discussion on fire hydrants.  Mr. Bendel asked if the council has a clear picture of the options since Mayor Siddons has not been at a meeting in four months if a. he cannot continue in office or if something happens.  Mr. Taboada stated that Mr. Jones has looked into this and written a statement on the succession process and incapacitation for which he was satisfied that we now know what the options are.  Ms. Hyle stated it is based on state statues.  Mr. Jones then proceeded to read his letter addressed to Councilmember Hyle which is attached to the minutes.

Council President Gabriel closed the public hearing portion of the meeting.

Motion by Mr. Frankovich second by Mr. Woods to adjourn the meeting at 8pm.

Roll Call Vote:

Mr. Gabriel

Yes


Mr. Hyle

Yes

Mr. Frankovich
Yes


Mr. Taboada

Yes

Mr. Heizler

Yes


Mr. Woods

Yes







Mayor Siddons
Absent

__________________________________________

Respectfully Submitted by Wendy J. Prior
