




Sept 23, 2008                   
Regular Meeting






In Attendance:

President of Council
Albert Gabriel 
Council Member     
 Brian Taboada


Council Member
Michael Frankovich
Council Member
Richard Woods     


Council Member
Greg Heizler

Mayor

         
David Siddons*
Council Member
Betsy Hyle*

Borough Attorney   
Doug Jones, Esq.






Administrator/CFO 
Adrian Fanning

*Absent







The Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Island Heights was called to order following the caucus session held at the Island Heights Municipal Building, Wanamaker Complex, Island Heights, New Jersey.

Council President Gabriel read the notice of the meeting in accordance with the OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT P.L. 1975 Chapter 231 (Section 10:4-10).  Notice of the meeting time and dates appeared in the Observer and Asbury Park Press on December 21, 2007, notice is also posted on the bulletin board and in the municipal building.

Pledge to the flag and a moment of silence.

Roll Call:

President of Council
Albert Gabriel 
Council Member     
 Brian Taboada


Council Member
Michael Frankovich
Council Member
Richard Woods     


Council Member
Greg Heizler*

Mayor

         
David Siddons*
Council Member
Betsy Hyle

Borough Attorney   
Doug Jones, Esq.






Administrator/CFO 
Adrian Fanning

*Absent
Motion by Mr. Taboada second by Mr. Woods to approve the Post Office Lease Renewal with the following amendments; 1)  Page 3, Deferred maintenance items be attached and made part of the agreement; 2)  Page GC-1, Section 6 Sublease to be removed in its entirety. Lease effective November 01, 2009 – expiration date October 31, 2014 (5 years).
Roll Call Vote:

Mr. Gabriel


Yes


Ms. Hyle

Yes

Mr. Frankovich

Yes


Mr. Taboada

Yes

Mr. Heizler


Absent


Mr. Woods

Yes









Mayor Siddons
Absent

Motion by Ms. Hyle second by Mr. Woods to adopt Resolution 2008 – 60 entitled, RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF ISLAND HEIGHTS, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, PROVIDING FOR THE INSERTION OF A SPECIAL ITEM OF REVENUE IN THE BUDGET OF THE BOROUGH OF ISLAND HEIGHTS PURSUANT TO N.J.S.A 40A:4-87 (CHAPTER 159, P.L. 1948)

Roll Call Vote:

Mr. Gabriel


Yes


Ms. Hyle

Yes

Mr. Frankovich

Yes


Mr. Taboada

Yes

Mr. Heizler


Absent


Mr. Woods

Yes









Mayor Siddons
Absent

Motion by Mr. Frankovich second by Mr. Woods to adopt Resolution 2008 – 61 entitled, RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF ISLAND HEIGHTS, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, ADOPTING THE PROVISIONS OF N.J.S.A. 52:14-17.38 STATE HEALTH BENEFITS PROGRAM (SHBP) COVERAGE OF CERTAIN RETIREES. 

Roll Call Vote:

Mr. Gabriel


Yes


Ms. Hyle

Yes

Mr. Frankovich

Yes


Mr. Taboada

Yes

Mr. Heizler


Absent


Mr. Woods

Yes









Mayor Siddons
Absent

Motion by  Mr. Frankovich second by Mr. Woods to  adopt Resolution 2008 – 63 entitled, RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF ISLANDHEIGHTS, COUNTY OF OCEAN SAE OF NEW JERSEY, AUTHORIZING THE OVERPAYMENT OF 2008 TAXES FOR BLOCK 38.01, LOT 6 IN THE NAME OF CARL BRODBECK.  

Roll Call Vote:

Mr. Gabriel


Yes


Ms. Hyle

Yes

Mr. Frankovich

Yes


Mr. Taboada

Yes

Mr. Heizler


Absent


Mr. Woods

Yes









Mayor Siddons
Absent

Motion by Mr. Frankovich second by Ms. Hyle to approve payment of obligations chargeable to the 2008 operating budget as presented.

Roll Call Vote:

Mr. Gabriel


Yes


Ms. Hyle

Yes

Mr. Frankovich

Yes


Mr. Taboada

Yes

Mr. Heizler


Absent


Mr. Woods

Yes









Mayor Siddons
Absent

Motion by Mr. Woods second by Mr. Taboada to approve the following Purchase Order requests as presented:
 

     Requesting Dept:  
Public Works

 


Vendor: 
Benchmark Appraisal





Item/Service:  
Appraisal Water Tank Lot


Total:

$975.00


Requesting Dept.
Public Works


Vendor:
A.C. Schultes, Inc.



Item/Service:
Abandoning Well #7



Total:

$5,868.00 

Roll Call Vote:

Mr. Gabriel


Yes


Ms. Hyle

Yes

Mr. Frankovich

Yes


Mr. Taboada

Yes

Mr. Heizler


Absent


Mr. Woods

Yes









Mayor Siddons
Absent

Motion by Ms. Hyle second by Mr. Frankovich to accept with regrets the resignation of Christopher Solari, effective October 3, 2008 from Public Works.  Chris will be serving our country as a United State Marine. 
Roll Call Vote:

Mr. Gabriel


Yes


Ms. Hyle

Yes

Mr. Frankovich

Yes


Mr. Taboada

Yes

Mr. Heizler


Absent


Mr. Woods

Yes









Mayor Siddons
Absent

Motion by Mr. Taboada second by Mr. Frankovich to approve the hiring of the following for Public Works; Salary $11.00 per hour with a 90 Day Probationary Period.





1.  Richard Praifie





2.  Brian Hibbs

Roll Call Vote:

Mr. Gabriel


Yes


Ms. Hyle

Yes

Mr. Frankovich

Yes


Mr. Taboada

Yes

Mr. Heizler


Absent


Mr. Woods

Yes









Mayor Siddons
Absent

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Mr. Frankovich gave the year to date police activity report.
Ms. Hyle reported that the Senior Advisory Committee has set its schedule for Monthly 

Get-Together at the Island Heights Grade School.  Information is available on the boro’s

website.  The Senior Advisory Committee is also sponsoring a Coat Drive during October; coats can be dropped off at borough hall from October 06th – October 31st, 2008.  The Committee is also looking for additional members; interested parties can contact Ms. Hyle.
Mr. Taboada reported that the Island Heights Recreation Committee will be sponsoring the annual Bon Fire at Summit Avenue Beach, on Saturday, October 18th from 6PM to 9PM.  In addition to refreshments ASTRA the astronomy club will be in attendance.  Mr. Taboada also reported that the Annual Halloween Parade will take place on Saturday, October 25th, at 11:00 AM, Letter Park pumpkin patch.  A rain date is scheduled for Sunday, Oct. 26th at 1PM.

Mr. Woods suggested that the council review the meeting schedule for 2009, and the governing body consider continuing holding their meetings once a month.  Having 10 fewer meetings a year will cut down on administrative, professional and utility costs.  It will also cut costs of the preparation and mailing of the newsletter.  He asked that the public present their thoughts on this proposal.

Mr. Gabriel stated that the Annual Emergency Management Report will be included with the newsletter.  He also reported that Trick or Treat will take place on October 30th, and Municipal Alliance will be hold their annual Trick or Treat at borough hall on October 30th from 5:50PM to 8PM with DJ Fred.  Mr. Gabriel stated that the borough has been in compliance with the County “Paper Stream Recycling (All in One Bin)”. 

Mr. Gabriel also stated that an additional rain date of October 4th has been scheduled for the Town Wide Yard Sale.  Mr. Gabriel then asked that the council consider his proposal of relocating the Police operations into a temporary housing during their buildings repairs and construction.  Mr. Gabriel said the price quoted on a rental trailer was $426.00 per month, he suggested that the department be relocated into borough hall.  A lengthily discussion continued on the problem with the structure and the return of the mold condition.  Mr. Gabriel stated that he is attempting to get proposals from 4 local contractors.  Mr. Taboada said he would like to have more information before a final decision can be made.  Former Councilmember Hall from the audience interjected his opinion on the situation with the building.  He also stated that the police could not use the Emergency Management side of the building as the state dictates use of the building.   Mr. Gabriel asked what was spent on the repairs on the structure prior to his taking over building and grounds.  Mr. Fanning reported $66,000 has been spent over the past 3 years on various repairs to the structure.   The council after a lengthily discussion decided to review all the reports that have been submitted with regards the structure.

PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR:

Extended to the following:
Mr. Bendel asked about the proposed change in the bi-monthly meeting schedule; and the inclusion of caucus sessions in the regular meetings.  He also suggested that the governing body return to voting on the agenda items after privilege of the floor.  Mr. Bendel also suggested that the Borough Newsletter be once a month.  

Mr. Hall spoke on the need for the town to hire an additional police officer and that the borough should consider Robert Sinnott who is currently a part time officer as well as an EMT.  Mr. Gabriel asked Lt. Arnold how many officers we currently have, Lt. responded 4-full times officers and 5 part timers.  Mr. Smith from the audience asked if the law permits the borough to have more part time officers than fulltime officers.  Lt. Arnold referred to the attorney who said he would have to research this matter.
Mr. Smith questioned with the new hires for public works, does the borough do background checks?  Mr. Smith said that he was concerned that the residents could be put in jeopardy if this is not done.
Mr. Rogalski questioned if the borough has a pre-employment policy for Public Works with regards to drug testing, and back ground checks.  Mr. Fanning stated that pre employment testing is not done; testing and background checks are done after the individuals are hired.  Discussion continued on this topic as to the legal ramifications and the liability to the borough.  Mr. Rogalski also asked the status of the Police Committee, and if the borough has plans to reinstate that committee?  Ms. Hyle stated that this will have to be done by ordinance.

Ms. Kier stated that the Island Heights First Aid Squad has 2 new members.

Mr. Taboada asked about the notification from the police department with regards to the suspicious male.  Lt Arnold stated this was to alert the residents.

Adopt Resolution 2008 – 62 entitled, RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF HEIGHTS, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, TO ENTER 

INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION.  There wee no items for executive session therefore this resolution was not acted on.
Motion to adjourn made by Mr. Frankovich second by Mr. Woods, unaminous voice vote.
________________________________________
Respectfully submitted, Ellie Rogalski, RMC/CMC
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