Regular Meeting




February 24, 2009
7:00 PM                                

The Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Island Heights was called to order at the Island Heights Municipal Building, Wanamaker Complex, Island Heights, New Jersey
Mayor Hershey read the notice of the meeting in accordance with the OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT P.L. 1975 Chapter 231 (Section 10:4-10).  Notice of the revised meeting time and dates appeared in the Asbury Park Press on December 30, 2008, notice is also posted on the bulletin board and in the municipal building.

Pledge to the flag and a moment of silence.

Roll Call:

President of Council
Albert R. Gabriel
Council Member      
Brian Taboada

Council Member
Michael Frankovich
Council Member
Richard Woods

Council Member
Greg Heizler *

Mayor

         
Karen Hershey
Council Member
Betsy Hyle

Borough Attorney   
Doug Jones, Esq.







Administrator/CFO 
Adrian Fanning 
*Present at 7:15pm
Presentation to Mayor and Council by the Central Regional Drama Club’s cast members of the musical Once Upon This Island.  Mayor Hershey thanked them for coming and expressed what an excellent job they did.
Mayor Hershey opened the public hearing for Ordinance 2009-01.  No questions from the public.  

Motion by Mr. Frankovich second by Mr. Woods to adopt Ordinance 2009-01 entitled, AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF ISLAND HEIGHTS, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AUTHORIZING THE MILLING AND REPAVING, REPLACING CURBS AND APRONS, DRAINAGE IMPROVEMENTS AS NEEDED AND PAVEMENT RECONSTRUCTION AT ENSOR PLACE AND JACKSON AVENUE AND APPROPRIATING $150,000.00 THEREFORE AND PROVIDING FOR THE ISSUANCE OF $142,500.00 IN GENERAL IMPROVEMENT BONDS OR NOTES TO FINANCE THE SAME.

Roll Call Vote:

Mr. Gabriel

No


Mr. Hyle

Yes

Mr. Frankovich
Yes


Mr. Taboada

Yes

Mr. Heizler

Yes


Mr. Woods

Yes







Mayor Hershey
Yes
Mayor Hershey opened the public hearing for Ordinance 2009-02.  No questions from public.

Motion by Mr. Gabriel second by Ms. Hyle to adopt Ordinance 2009-02 entitled, AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF ISLAND HEIGHTS, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, THE REPLACEMENT OF FILTER MEDIA AT THE WATER TREATMENT PLANT, AND APPROPRIATING $20,000.00 THEREFORE AND PROVIDING FOR THE ISSUANCE OF $19,000.00 IN GENERAL IMPROVEMENT BONDS OR NOTES TO FINANCE THE SAME.

Roll Call Vote:

Mr. Gabriel

Yes


Mr. Hyle

Yes

Mr. Frankovich
Yes


Mr. Taboada

Yes

Mr. Heizler

Yes


Mr. Woods

Yes







Mayor Hershey
Yes

Motion by Mr. Gabriel second by Mr. Frankovich to approve payment of obligations chargeable to the 2008 operating budget and the 2009 temporary operating budget as presented.

Roll Call:

Mr. Gabriel

Yes


Mr. Hyle

Yes/Abstain Ocean County Library 
Mr. Frankovich
Yes


Mr. Taboada

Yes

Mr. Heizler

Yes


Mr. Woods

Yes







Mayor Hershey
Yes
Motion to approve the use of pavilion for the following was made by Mr. Gabriel second by Mr. Heizler:
1.  Pinnella/Christos – DOE 5/9/09

2.  Dougan/Ribarro – DOE 7/10/09

Roll Call Vote:

Mr. Gabriel

Yes


Mr. Hyle

Yes

Mr. Frankovich
Yes


Mr. Taboada

Yes

Mr. Heizler

Yes


Mr. Woods

Yes







Mayor Hershey
Yes

Motion to approve application for special permit for social affair applicant:  Island Heights Fire Co. #1 – Summer Brew, date of event is June 27, 2009 was made by Mr. Frankovich second by Mr. Woods.

Roll Call Vote:

Mr. Gabriel

Abstain

Mr. Hyle

Yes

Mr. Frankovich
Yes


Mr. Taboada

Yes

Mr. Heizler

Yes


Mr. Woods

Yes







Mayor Hershey
Yes

Motion to approve application for Special Event of Barnegat Bay Estuary Program, date of event is June 7, 2009 was made by Mr. Heizler second by Mr. Taboada.

Roll Call Vote:

Mr. Gabriel

Yes


Mr. Hyle

Abstain

Mr. Frankovich
Yes


Mr. Taboada

Yes

Mr. Heizler

Yes


Mr. Woods

Yes







Mayor Hershey
Yes

Motion to approve the minutes from January 13, 2009 and January 27, 2009 was made by Mr. Gabriel second by Mr. Frankovich.
Roll Call:

Roll Call Vote:

Mr. Gabriel

Yes


Mr. Hyle

Yes

Mr. Frankovich
Yes


Mr. Taboada

Yes

Mr. Heizler

Yes


Mr. Woods

Yes







Mayor Hershey
Yes

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Mr. Woods reported that the after the last Planning Board meeting, Elizabeth Leahey, Annie Garvin, Mr. O’Donnell, Mr. Anderson and Mr. Ellis met to go over  a checklist supplied by Mr. Anderson for recommended changes to ordinances.  Mr. O’Donnell wrote a synopsis of changes which were reviewed and approved by Mr. Ellis.  Mr. Woods explained that he is waiting for Mr. Anderson to review and approve and then it will be brought to Council to pass.
Mr. Taboada reported that the Recreation Committee baseball, Pitch, Throw and Hit on Saturdays  where Richard Gabriel has been helping has been successful and they have received the batting cage which will be used in helping get ready for the upcoming season.  The annual Easter Egg Hunt is scheduled for April 11th more details will be coming.  Mr. Taboada also stated that they discussed the fees for tennis badges and feel it should be incorporated back into recreation badges with a $5 fee for the key.

Ms. Hyle reported on the Senior Advisory Committee activities which a flyer will be included with this newsletter.  They are continuing on March 19, 2009 at 8:45am with Health Awareness and will have Wendy Bright-Fallon speaking on Body, Mind and Spirit.  Also Matt Ward will be available at the luncheon to answer questions regarding reverse mortgages.  The Board of Education ADHOC committee is meeting on March 3, 2009 at 6pm at the school in the large meeting room.  A reminder that the public may attend but it is not a participatory meeting.  Also future meetings are posted on the schools website.  The Science Fair is March 6, 2009, 6:30-8pm and the public is welcome to go and see how they change the gym into a rain forest.  The IHPTO Spring Art and Gift Auction is coming up though at this time no date has been set they are looking for donations, support and sponsors.  If you have any questions you can contact Tara Church the president of the PTO.  Friends of the Library next book is available and the discussion will be Tuesday, April 14, 2009.  Mr. Taboada asked if there are any reports available to the public for the ADHOC committee and Ms. Hyle stated that she does not know and that this should be asked of the school board.
Mr. Gabriel met with the Post Office as per the request of Adrian Fanning on Feb. 24, 2009 regarding water pressure issues.  They will need a new water service to correct this issue along with having Public Works power wash and paint the exterior of the building with plans to paint the interior at a later date.  The boardwalk, since the cost of lumber is dropping, should be below the threshold where it requires advertising for bids and should be started at the end of March beginning of April.  Mr. Gabriel has had several requests for the lumber that will be discarded and asked what the procedure is if it has no market value.  Mr. Gabriel said that this would save the Borough money in clean up and tipping fees.  Mr. Jones stated that he will look into how to handle this.  Mr. Frankovich also asked if there would be any liability issues.  Mr. Jones will also look in to that issue.
Mr. Frankovich stated that there have been 16 investigative reports taken since the last council meeting:  3 warrant arrests, 3 arrests for possession of controlled dangerous substances and intent to distribute, 2 found property reports, 1 subject arrest for motor vehicle violations, 3 theft reports taken, 1 report of wires down with property damage, 1 division of youth and family services report, 1 impound of a motor vehicle, 1 ID theft and fraud report along with 85 motor vehicle stops since the last meeting.  Also they received a check from the State of New Jersey in the amount of $2,624.53 for the DDEF which is money from the grant which helps put extra officers on the road during certain times such as holidays where incidents of dui are higher.  Mr. Frankovich also stated that the Island Heights Fire Co had their installation dinner on Saturday and the 2009 Officers are Chief Andrew Parks, Assistant Chief Ken Balfrey, Lieutenant KC Baney, 1st Lt. Jon Brodbeck  and 2nd Lt. Douglas Platt were sworn in.
Mr. Heizler discussed meeting with Senator Adler who is located in Saxton’s old office in downtown Toms River.  He encourages everyone to stop by or call Senator Adler.  In the meeting they discussed with the Department of Transportation and Army Corp of Engineers projects in the area which include widening of the parkway from exit 82 to LBI and how to increase flow of water possibly with another inlet being created.  Also a beach replenishment project which would possibly help get the beach back at Central Avenue.  Mr. Heizler also stated that the tax map has been fixed with the missing street names.  Mr. Heizler also stated that the Environmental Committee had Dr. Hossay discussed a municipal energy audit which the cost is covered 75% by the State and 25% by the municipality.  If audit findings are implemented then the 25% is reimbursed from the State.  The Environmental Committee recommends doing the audit.  Ms. Hershey stated that the Environmental Committee Report will be distributed to Mayor and Council so can look into state audit, costs and the financing.  Also the possibility of an informal audit was discussed to implement some of Dr. Hossay’s recommendations.
Mr. Heizler also stated that they applied for grant money toward the water tower project and thanked Mr. Fanning for his help in completing the application for the grant.

Ms. Hershey stated that they should know by year end if they get funds for this grant and the water tower.  Ms. Hershey stated that she attended the I.H. Fire Co. installation dinner which gave her a greater appreciation of the work they do and what a proud group they are.  Ms. Hershey was also moved to see the generations of father and sons involved.  It was held at the Comedy Club and was a lot of fun.  Ms. Hershey stated that the meeting schedule for March will be changed to the 10th and the 24th to keep it in the 2nd and 4th Tuesday as the rest of the year.

PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR

Cindy Wood, 116 VanSant Ave. explained that there is a ramp on the side of the road in front of her house and asked what is the issue with having it there.  Debra Rondeau, 106 Laurel Ave. stated that she too has a ramp and it is taken off the street every night and as parents they want to keep the kids in front of their houses.  Other residents, Robert Rizzolo, 15 Simpson and Michelle Pelliccio, 111 Simpson Ave. spoke also in support of the ramps and having the kids close to home.  Discussion was held on ordinances, obstruction and how to solve the issue.  Mr. Woods and Mr. Heizler both stated that the ordinance should be revised to allow this activity.  Mr. Heizler will work on this for the next meeting on March 10, 2009 so that the second reading can be done by end of March and solve this issue.

Dr. Harris, 15 Highland Ave. asked what the status is for the electronic bulletin board?  Ms. Hershey stated that nothing has been done and Mr. Heizler said that he will be glad to be the contact person on this issue.  Dr. Harris also asked about the advertising Ocean Rides on the bottom of the newsletter or on the Senior flyers.  Ms. Hyle stated that she will work with Ms. Elley on that and if cannot be done on the bottom of the newsletter then she will be glad to put it on her inserts when she has them.  Ms. Hershey said that it can also be put on the website.

Mr. Rizzolo stated that he is having issues with maintenance for the path between Simpson and Central Avenues.  Mr. Gabriel stated that he will handle this matter.

Paul Smith, 207 Ocean Avenue stated that he would like to thank the Friends of Recreation for the new batting cage which can be used indoors and outdoors.  Mr. Smith also stated that he has the Toms River study for the school issue and asked if Mayor and Council would like copies which Ms. Hershey said yes.  Mr. Smith asked Mayor and Council to take up this issue due to the effects of tax dollars in the town.  
Peggy Bendel, 2 Summit Avenue asked that since Mr. Smith has a copy how she can obtain a copy.  Mr. Jones stated that since it is not a Borough document that it can not be disseminated from the Borough office and that she should contact the school board or the superintendent’s office to obtain a copy.

Motion by Mr. Gabriel second by Mr. Frankovich to adjourn the meeting.  Unanimous Voice Vote.
__________________________________________

Respectfully Submitted by Wendy J. Prior
