Mayor And Council Newsletter 


Borough of Island Heights


Mayor and Council


Council Meeting


June 11, 2002


(732) 270-6415


AGENDA ITEMS:

All agenda items are listed in the order that they were acted upon.  Actions taken are summarized.  The council member in charge of the action is listed along with their telephone number.  Bulleted items were not part of the agenda but are for informational purposes only.

1.
Second reading and adoption Ordinance #2002 – 03, entitled, AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF ISLAND HEIGHTS, AUTHORIZING AN EMERGENCY APPROPRIATION PER N.J.S.A. 40A: 4-53 FOR THE PREPARATION OF AN APPROVED DIGITAL TAX MAP.

2.
Public Hearing Ordinance #2002 – 03.

SUMMARY:  After the public hearing on Ordinance #2002 - 03, the Mayor and Council unanimously approved an emergency appropriation for the preparation of an approved digital tax map.  The tax map updating was required by the State of New Jersey prior to revaluation.  Once this work is completed, the borough can start the court mandated revaluation.

FOR DETAILS CONTACT:

Michael O’Donnell, Borough Engineer (732) 573-0490

Mayor David M. Siddons (732) 929-1231
3.
Adopt Resolution 2002 – 32 entitled, RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF ISLAND HEIGHTS, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, PURSUANT TO N.J.S.A. 40A: 40-53, PROVIDING FOR THE CREATION OF A SPECIAL EMERGENCY APPROPRIATION FOR THE PREPARATON OF AN APPROVED DIGITAL TAX MAP.

SUMMARY:  The Mayor and Council unanimously approved a resolution for the creation of a special emergency appropriation for the preparation of an approved digital tax map.  This resolution authorizes the spending of $15,000.00 for the maps and paying for them over five years.
FOR DETAILS CONTACT:

Michael O’Donnell, Borough Engineer (732) 573-0490

Mayor David M. Siddons (732) 929-1231

4.
Adopt Resolution 2002 – 23 entitled, RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF ISLAND HEIGHTS, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AMENDING THE CAPITAL BUDGET.

SUMMARY:  The Mayor and Council unanimously approved a resolution amending the capital budget section of the 2002 adopted budget.  Since the cost of the upgrade of the computers was not known at the time of introduction of the budget, this ordinance was not included in the capital section of the budget. 

This resolution will be forwarded to the State of New Jersey for approval.

FOR DETAILS CONTACT:

Adrian Fanning, CFO (732) 270-6415

Mayor David M. Siddons (732) 929-1231

5.
First reading and introduction Ordinance #2002 – 04 entitled, AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF ISLAND HEIGHTS, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AUTHORIZING THE PURCHASE OF COMPUTER EQUIPMENT, COMPUTER PROGRAMS, OFFICE EQUIPMENT, AND THE INSTALLATION OF THE SAME, AND APPROPRIATING $30,000.00, THEREFORE AND PROVIDING FOR THE ISSUANCE OF $28,500.00, IN GENERAL IMPROVEMENT BONDS TO FINANCE THE SAME.

SUMMARY:  After first reading and introduction, the Mayor and Council unanimously approved an ordinance that will authorize the purchase of computer equipment, computer programs, office equipment, and the installation of the same.

This is a major overhaul and replacement of computer equipment and operating programs.  During 1999, the borough spent money on upgrading programs for accounting, tax programs, and water / sewer meter readings and billings.  These improvements were completed to make the borough’s financial system year 2000 compliant.  Final reading and the public hearing on the ordinance will be at the June 25, 2002 meeting.

FOR DETAILS CONTACT:

Council Member John Bendel (732) 288-1983

Mayor David M. Siddons (732) 929-1231
6.
Approve obligations chargeable to the 2002-operating budget.

SUMMARY:  The Mayor and Council unanimously approved the obligations chargeable to the 2001 reserve operating budget, and the 2002 operating budget.

FOR DETAILS CONTACT:

Adrian Fanning, CFO (732) 270-6415

7.
O’Donnell, Stanton & Associates request approval for Change Order #1 in the amount of $46,261.17, Project Laurel Avenue Road Improvements; Contractor:  Earle Asphalt.

SUMMARY:  The Mayor and Council unanimously approved the recommendation of the Borough Engineer, Michael O’Donnell, for change order #1 to Earle Asphalt, in the amount of $46,261.17 for Laurel Avenue road improvements.  These improvements that include the paving of Bayview Avenue and portions of Park Avenue were approved by the New Jersey Department of Transportation as part of the grant issued for Laurel Avenue and other streets.  The cost for this additional work is included within the dollars already awarded to the borough for this grant.

FOR DETAILS CONTACT:

Michael O’Donnell, Borough Engineer (732) 573-0490

Council Member Fred DeFeo (732) 929-4888

Mayor David M. Siddons (732) 929-1231
8.
Approve the following purchase requests:



Central Printing



1000 Copies Camp Meeting Tour - $465.00



1000 Copies Westray Tour - $465.00

SUMMARY:  The Mayor and Council unanimously approved the issuance of purchase orders to Central Printing for 1000 copies each of the Camp Meeting Tour - $465.00 and Westray Tour - $465.00.  The Riverfront Tour Guide has been printed and is now available at the borough hall.  These tour guides give a historical background of certain sections of the borough through a discussion of the current and former houses located within these areas.

FOR DETAILS CONTACT:

Ellie Rogalski, Borough Clerk (732) 270-6415
Mayor David M. Siddons (732) 929-1231

A special thanks to the 1995 members of Girl Scout Troop 425, and their leader Sarah Punderson for the preparation of the following tours; Camp Meeting, Westray and Riverfront.

9.
Approve the following lifeguards for the 2002 season, at a rate of regular guard $8.50 per hour, and returning guard $9.00 per hour.


Richard Askoff, Jr. (regular)


Andy DeFeo (returning)

SUMMARY:  The Mayor and Council unanimously approved the returning guard, Andy DeFeo at $9.00 per hour, and regular guard, Richard Askoff, Jr. at $8.50 per hour.  The Summit Avenue bay beach shall be opened June 22, 2002, which date is set by ordinance.

FOR DETAILS CONTACT:

Ellie Rogalski, Borough Clerk (732) 270-6415

Council Member Brian Gabriel (732) 270-4165

10.
Approve Raffle License R2002 – 08, Ocean County String Band, DOE:  August 25, 2002.

SUMMARY:  The Mayor and Council unanimously approved raffle license R2002 – 08 to the Ocean County String Band, the date of event is August 25, 2002.

FOR DETAILS CONTACT:

Ellie Rogalski, Borough Clerk (732) 270-6415

11.
Adopt Resolution 2002 – 34 entitled, RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF ISLAND HEIGHTS, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, ACCEPTING A GRANT FROM THE UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, OFFICE OF COMMUNITY ORIENTED POLICING SERVICES (“COPS”) AND AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND BOROUGH CLERK TO EXECUTE THE COPS UNIVERSAL HIRING AWARDS DOCUMENTS.

SUMMARY:  The Mayor and Council unanimously approved a resolution accepting a grant from the United States Department of Justice, Office of Community Oriented Policing Services (“COPS”), and authorizing the Mayor and Borough Clerk to execute the COPS universal hiring awards documents.  Council President, James Ryan, police liaison reported that the grant received by the borough is for $284,000.00 for four years of employment of the new police persons.  The Island Heights Police Department, headed by Lieutenant Arnold, will be staffed with four regular officers and six part-time officers.
The new part-time regular police officers will be scheduled up to 32 hours per week on a non-emergent basis. 
Duties will include the General Patrol of Island Heights to: 

(a) Enforce State Criminal Laws 
(b) Enforce State Motor Vehicle Laws (including Radar     Enforcement) 
(c) Enforce Borough Ordinances within town (Beaches and River area) 
(d) Extra Patrol on the evening shifts for the boardwalk and Park areas, due to some complaints about young adults mulling around causing minor problems.

The new officers will also be on the bike patrol detail.  This program is slated to begin on July 1, 2002, with the new officers being hired prior to that date. 
FOR DETAILS CONTACT:

Council President James Ryan (732) 270-6166

Mayor David M. Siddons (732) 929-1231

Adrian Fanning, CFO (732) 270-6415

Lt. Kevin Arnold (732) 929-3006

12.
Island Heights First Aid Squad request for use of the Borough Complex for their annual circus, date of event July 6, 2002, subject to submission of all the documents required

SUMMARY:  The Mayor and Council unanimously approved the request by the Island Heights First Aid Squad for the use of the borough complex for their annual circus.  The date of the event is scheduled for July 6, 2002.  Approval subject to the submission of all required documents.

FOR DETAILS CONTACT:

Ellie Rogalski, Borough Clerk (732) 270-6415
13.
Adopt Resolution 2002 – 35 entitled, RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF ISLAND HEIGHTS, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, TO ENTER INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION.

SUMMARY:  The Mayor and Council unanimously approved the resolution to enter into executive session.

FOR DETAILS CONTACT:

Matthew A. Leahey, Borough Attorney (732) 349-1600

ADDITIONAL BOROUGH ACTIONS:

Approve Change Order #1 to ROC Z in the amount not to exceed $11,000.00 for installation of three laterals.

SUMMARY:  The Mayor and Council unanimously approved change order #1 to ROC Z in an amount not to exceed $11,000.00, for the installation of three laterals.

FOR DETAILS CONTACT:

Michael O’Donnell, Borough Engineer (732) 573-0490

Mayor David M. Siddons (732) 929-1231

Council Member Fred A. DeFeo (732) 929-4888

Sale of Municipal Property – former sewer plant – approval of advertising for sale-  (the advertisement has been included in this newsletter.)

SUMMARY:  The Mayor and Council approved by a vote of six to one, the offering of the municipality property known as the former sewer plant for sale.  Details concerning the sale of the property have been included within the advertisement that is included with this newsletter.  The property will be advertised in Asbury Park Press, The Ocean County Observer, The Atlantic City Press, and the Newark Star Ledger. The auction bid sale will be held on July 18, 2002 at 10:00 AM in the borough hall. 

FOR DETAILS CONTACT:

Michael O’Donnell, Borough Engineer (732) 573-0490

Mayor David M. Siddons (732) 929-1231

Matthew A. Leahey, Borough Attorney (732) 349-1600

Ellie Rogalski, Borough Clerk (732) 270-6415

Contracts for the Police and Borough Employees were submitted for approval.
SUMMARY:  The Mayor and Council unanimously approved the negotiated contracts with the two bargaining units of the Borough of Island Heights.  The contracts are for four years and are retroactive to January 1, 2002.  The police agreement will cover the proposed salaries of the new police officers that will be hired under funding through the COPS grant.  The contracts were accepted with minor changes to be made by the Borough Attorney.  Once the representatives of the bargaining units sign the contracts, the Mayor and Borough Clerk will finalize the agreements.

FOR DETAILS CONTACT:

Mayor David M. Siddons (732) 929-1231

Matthew A. Leahey, Borough Attorney (732) 349-1600

Ellie Rogalski, Borough Clerk (732) 270-6415

Mayor appoints new regular and alternate members to the Recreation Committee.

SUMMARY:  The Mayor appointed Rob Harrington and Paul Smith as regular members, and Wayne Cimorelli as an alternate member to the Island Heights Recreation Committee.  No formal action is required, as these are Mayoral appointments.

FOR DETAILS CONTACT:

Mayor David M. Siddons (732) 929-1231

Council Member Fred A. DeFeo (732) 929-4888

Ellie Rogalski, Borough Clerk (732) 270-6415

LIAISON REPORTS:

Council Member Fred DeFeo reported that the animal control officer, Margaret Toth – Shore Animal Services shall be conducting the State mandated cat  / dog census on Monday, July 1, 2002.  The last census was completed in 2000, and the State requires the census be completed every two years. Residents not complying may be subject to summonses issued by the animal control officer, in accordance with Borough Ordinance #91-02A.  Proof of a rabies vaccine, and spaying (in order to receive $3.00 discount), is required when obtaining new or renewal license.

Council Member Brian Gabriel gave a brief report about the recent forest fire in Berkeley Township.  He stated that the crews that responded from Island Heights Fire Department, coupled with crews from 52 other fire departments were responsible for structural protection.  He further stated that if it were not for the combined efforts of the volunteer fire departments, 100 homes could easily have been destroyed.  Brian pointed out that the Island Heights crew and a crew from Stafford Township Fire Department saved the house that was located directly next to the house that was completely destroyed on Grand Central Parkway.  Approximately 30 homes on this street alone suffered damage to sheds, pools, fences and siding.  Brian stated that in speaking with a few senior members of the Forest Fire Service, the fire was one of the fastest moving fires in recent memory, which was due to very dry and windy conditions.  The fire had 30 to 50 foot flames, which quickly encroached on hundreds of homes.  The fire jumped Double Trouble Road, both sides of the Garden State Parkway, and Grand Central Parkway in a matter of two hours.

(Although Brian is a long time member of the fire department, he gave his report not representing the fire department, but did so representing his position as an Ocean County Fire Coordinator.)
OTHER ITEMS OF INTEREST:

· The Mayor and Council regularly scheduled meeting is Tuesday, June 25, 2002 at 6:30 PM held at the borough hall.
· The Central Regional School Board regularly scheduled meeting is Thursday, June 27, 2002 at 7:00 PM held at the Board of Education building, Forest Hills Parkway, Bayville.
· The Mayor and Council re-organization is scheduled for Monday, July 1, 2002 at 6:30 PM held at the Central Avenue pavilion. Dedication of the improvements to former Council Member Lee Penman will be immediately following.
· All Borough Offices will be closed, Thursday, July 4, 2002 in observance of Independence Day.
· Fred Lehotay and the Ragtimers shall be providing musical entertainment for the Independence Holiday, on Thursday, July 4, 2002 from 7:00PM until 10:00 PM held at “Letter Park” (bottom of East End Avenue).
· Fireworks on the Toms River, Thursday, July 4, 2002 beginning at dusk.
The Municipal Clerk’s Office, Tax & Water/Sewer Office and Finance/Purchasing is open Monday – Friday 9:00 AM until 3:00 PM and Monday evening 6:00 PM until 8:00 PM.  Please call the Borough Hall at (732) 270-6415 for days and times of offices not listed above. 

NEWSLETTER COMMENTS / QUESTIONS MAY BE WRITTEN to POST OFFICE BOX AH or EMAILED TO:

mayorcouncil@islandheightsgov.com

MAYOR DAVID SIDDONS (732) 929-1231

COUNCILMAN JOHN BENDEL (732) 288-1983
MAYOR & COUNCIL 
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