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Mayor and Council Newsletter


Borough of Island Heights

Council Meeting

April 8, 2003

_______________________________________________________________________


Agenda items are listed in the order that they were acted upon. Each agenda item is summarized.  A council member familiar with the action is listed along with a telephone number. Bulleted items were not part of the agenda but are for informational purposes.

1. Adopt Resolution 2003 – 23 entitled, RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF ISLAND HEIGHTS, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, PROVIDING FOR THE CREATION OF EMERGENCY TEMPORARY APPROPRIATIONS PURSUANT TO THE PROVISIONS OF CHAPTER 96, P.L. 1951 (N.J.S. 40A:4-20).

Summary:  The Mayor and Council unanimously approved a resolution approving temporary appropriations for the 2003 temporary operating budget.  In accordance with state law, the borough passes a temporary budget at the beginning of each year to operate the borough until the final budget is passed later in the spring.  The temporary budget passed in January covers only the first three months of the year.  Since this year’s final budget will not be adopted until May, it was necessary to pass a resolution increasing the temporary budget for the additional months.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning, Administrator/CFO (732) 270-6415, Mayor David M. Siddons (732) 929-1231

2. Adopt Resolution 2003 – 24 entitled, RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF ISLAND HEIGHTS, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AUTHORIZING ADOPTION OF A TEMPORARY CAPITAL BUDGET.

Summary:  The Mayor and Council unanimously approved a resolution authorizing adoption of a temporary capital budget.  This temporary budget was necessary for the introduction of the following general capital ordinance. For ordinance details see item number 4.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning, Administrator/CFO (732) 270-6415, Mayor David M. Siddons (732) 929-1231

3. Adopt Resolution 2003 – 25 entitled, RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF ISLAND HEIGHTS, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, MUNICIPALITIES IN SOUND FISCAL CONDITION TO ASSUME THE RESPONSIBILITY, NORMALLY GRANTED TO THE DIRECTOR OF THE DIVISION OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT SERVICES, OF CONDUCTING THE ANNUAL BUDGET EXAMINATION.

Summary:  The Mayor and Council unanimously approved a resolution to assume the responsibility of conducting the annual budget examination. Prior to 1997, the State of New Jersey reviewed all municipal budgets.  After that date, the state allowed municipalities in sound fiscal condition to assume the responsibility of conducting the annual budget examination two out of every three years.  The 2002 budget was reviewed by the state, therefore the borough by adoption of this resolution is permitted to carry out its own self-review for the 2003 and 2004 budgets.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning, Administrator/CFO (732) 270-6415, Mayor David M. Siddons (732) 929-1231

4. First reading and Introduction Ordinance 2003 – 05 entitled, AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF ISLAND HEIGHTS, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AUTHORIZING THE REPLACEMENT OF THE RIVER AVENUE BULKHEAD; AND APPROPRIATING $400,000.00 THEREFORE AND PROVIDING FOR THE ISSUANCE OF $380,000.00 IN GENERAL IMPROVEMENT BONDS TO FINANCE THE SAME.

Summary:  After first reading and introduction, the Mayor and Council unanimously approved an ordinance authorizing the replacement of the old section of the River Avenue bulkhead.  The total cost of the bulkhead replacement is $800,000.00.  Ocean County has provided $400,000.00 in their 2003 budget for this purpose, an additional $400,000.00 will be included in the Ocean County 2004 budget to totally fund this project.  In order to proceed with the project later this year, the borough is advancing the county $400,000.00. The county will reimburse the borough the $400,000.00 next year.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning,  Administrator/CFO (732) 270-6415, Mayor David M. Siddons (732) 929-1231
5. Introduction of the 2003 Municipal Budget.

Summary: The Mayor and Council unanimously approved on first reading the 2003 municipal budget.  The budget will be printed in the April 22, 2003 issue of the Ocean County Observer.  Copies of the budget are available in the borough clerk’s office.  The public hearing is scheduled for the May 15, 2003 council meeting. For details contact:  Adrian Fanning, CFO (732) 270-6415, Mayor David M. Siddons (732) 929-1231, Fred A. DeFeo, Council Member (732) 929-4888, Michael L. Frankovich, Council Member (732) 506-6641 
6. Approve payment of obligations chargeable to the 2003 operating budget.

Summary: The Mayor and Council unanimously approved the obligations chargeable to the current and prior year operating budgets. For details contact:  Adrian Fanning, Administrator/CFO (732) 270-6415

7. Adopt Resolution 2003 – 26 entitled, RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF ISLAND HEIGHTS, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, TO ENTER INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION.

Summary:  No executive session was held. For details contact:  Matthew A. Leahey, Borough Attorney (732) 349-1600

Liaison Reports

Council Member Karen Hershey thanked the residents for their contributions for the soldiers overseas.  Please note, the American Red Cross will not accept contributions after Wednesday, April 30, 2003.
Council Member Fred A. DeFeo reported on the proposed sign for the hockey rink at Memorial Field.
Council Member Brian Gabriel reported all municipal buildings have been designated as “smoke free” zones since 1991.  In a later addendum to his report, Mr. Gabriel noted that the First Aid Squad is having their annual Easter Flower Sale to be held at the Island Heights First Aid Squad located at Lake and Central Avenues.  This will be held on Thursday, April 17 from noon till 6:00 PM, Friday, April 18 from 9:00 AM to 6:00 PM; and on Saturday, April 19 from 9:00 AM until sell out.
Other Items of Interest
 Island Heights School Board Election is Tuesday, April 15, 2003.  Vote at the Borough Hall from 2:00 PM until 9:00 PM.

 The Island Heights Municipal Alliance Committee (MAC) regularly scheduled meeting is Wednesday, April 16, 2003 at 7:00 PM held at the borough hall.
 All Municipal Offices will be closed on Friday, April 18, 2003 in observance of Good Friday.
The Island Heights Board of Education re-organization meeting is scheduled for Monday, April 21, 2003 at 7:30 PM held at the Island Heights Grade School, 115 Summit Avenue, Island Heights.
    The Mayor and Council regularly scheduled meeting is Tuesday, April 22, 2003 at 6:30 PM held at the borough hall.
 The Island Heights Recreation Committee regularly scheduled meeting is Monday, April 28, 2003 at 7:30 PM held at the emergency management building/municipal complex.
Notices
ISLAND HEIGHTS SCHOOL BOARD ELECTION
Tuesday, April 15, 2003.  Vote at the Borough Hall from 2:00 PM until 9:00 PM.

MUNICIPAL OFFICES WILL BE CLOSED on Friday, April 18, 2003 in observance of Good Friday.

EASTER EGG HUNT
The Island Heights Recreation Committee will hold the annual Easter egg hunt 10:00 AM on Saturday, April 19, 2003 on Memorial Field, corner of Lake and Maple Avenues. 

The egg hunt is open to all Island Heights children through 6th grade.  The rain date shall be Sunday, April 20, 2003 at 1:00 PM.
The Municipal Clerk’s Office, Tax & Water/Sewer Office and Finance/Purchasing is open Monday – Friday 9:00 AM until 3:00 PM and Monday evening 6:00 PM until 8:00 PM.  Please call the Borough Hall at (732) 270-6415 for days and times of offices not listed above. 
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