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Mayor and Council Newsletter


Borough of Island Heights

Council Meeting

April 13, 2004

_______________________________________________________________________


Agenda items are listed in the order that they were acted upon.  Each agenda item is summarized.  The mayor and/or council member familiar with the action is listed along with a telephone number.  Bulleted items were not part of the agenda but are for informational purposes.
1.  Second reading and adoption Ordinance 2004 – 05 entitled, AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF ISLAND HEIGHTS, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, ADOPTING A BUDGET CAP RATE ORDINANCE PURSUANT TO P.L. 1983 C.49.
2.  Public Hearing Ordinance 2004 – 05.

Summary:  After the public hearing, the Council President and Council members unanimously adopted an ordinance adopting a budget cap rate of 5%.  This is in accordance with the budgeting procedures, which permits the borough to increase appropriations within the capped portion of the budget to a maximum of 2.5% over the previous year.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning, Administrator/CFO (732) 270-6415, Fred A. DeFeo, Council President (732) 929-4888
3.  Introduction of the 2004 Municipal Budget.
Summary:  The Council President and Council Members unanimously approved on first reading the 2004 municipal budget.  The budget will be printed in the April 23, 2004 edition of the Ocean County Observer.  Copies of the budget are available in the borough clerk’s office.  The public hearing is scheduled for the May 13, 2004 council meeting.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning, Administrator/CFO (732) 270-6415, Michael L. Frankovich, Council Member (732) 506-6641, Brian Gabriel, Council Member (732) 270-4165, Fred A. DeFeo, Council President (732) 929-4888

4.  Adopt Resolution 2004 – 20 entitled, RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF ISLAND HEIGHTS, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, PROVIDING FOR THE CREATION OF EMERGENCY TEMPORARY APPROPRIATIONS PURSUANT TO THE PROVISIONS OF CHAPTER 96, P.L. 1951 (N.J.S. 40A:4020).

Summary:  The Council President and Council Members unanimously approved a resolution approving temporary appropriations for the 2004 temporary operating budget. In accordance with state law, the borough passes a temporary budget at the beginning of each year to operate the borough until the final budget is passed later in the spring.  The temporary budget passed in January covers only the first three months of the year.  Since this year’s final budget will not be adopted until May, it was necessary to pass a resolution increasing the temporary budget for the additional months.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning, Administrator/CFO (732) 270-6415, Fred A. DeFeo, Council President (732) 929-4888

5.  Adopt Resolution 2004 – 21 entitled, RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF ISLAND HEIGHTS, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF 

NEW JERSEY, MUNICIPALITIES IN SOUND FISCAL CONDITION TO ASSUME THE RESPONSIBILITY, NORMALLY GRANTED TO THE DIRECTOR OF THE DIVISION OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT SERVICES, OF CONDUCTING THE ANNUAL BUDGET EXAMINATION.

Summary:  The Council President and Council Members unanimously approved a resolution to assume the responsibility of conducting the annual budget examination.  Prior to 1997, the State of New Jersey reviewed all municipal budgets.  After that date, the state allowed municipalities in sound fiscal condition to assume the responsibility of conducting the annual budget examination two out of every three years.  The 2002 budget was reviewed by the state; therefore the borough by adoption of this resolution is permitted to carry out its own self-review for the 2004 budget.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning, Administrator/CFO (732) 270-6415, Fred A. DeFeo, Council President (732) 929-4888

6.  Adopt Resolution 2004 – 22 entitled, RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF ISLAND HEIGHTS, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, DESIGNATING APRIL 28, 2004 CAREGIVER VOLUNTEERS OF CENTRAL JERSEY: A FAITH IN ACTION PROGRAM VOLUNTEER APPRECIATION DAY.

Summary:  The Council President and Council Members unanimously approved a resolution designating April 28, 2004 “Caregiver Volunteers of Central Jersey:  A Faith in Action Program Volunteer Appreciation Day”.  This resolution recognizes the Borough of Island Heights residents who remain confidential that give unconditionally of their time to help frail, elderly and homebound disabled with daily activities which enable them to remain residing in the comfort of their own home.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning, Administrator/CFO (732) 270-6415, Fred A. DeFeo, Council President (732) 929-4888

7.  Mayor’s Proclamation:  Proclaiming April 18 – 24, 2004 National Library Week in the Borough of Island Heights.

Summary:  In the Mayor’s absence, the Council President proclaimed April 18 – 24, 2004 National Library Week and encourage all people to visit, use, connect, and enjoy their Freedom to Read.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning, Administrator/CFO (732) 270-6415, Fred A. DeFeo, Council President (732) 929-4888

8.  Approve obligations chargeable to the 2003 operating budget, and the 2004-temporary budget.
Summary:  The Council President and Council members unanimously approved the obligations chargeable to the prior year and current year temporary operating budgets.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning, CFO (732) 270-6415, Fred A. DeFeo, Council President (732) 929-4888
9.  Approve application for Special Permit for Social Affair (ABC) for Barnegat Bay Charities:  DOE June 12, 2004.

Summary:  With one abstention, the Council President and Council Members approved an application for special permit for social affair (ABC) for Barnegat Bay Charities, to be held June 12, 2004.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning, Administrator/CFO (732) 270-6415, Michael L. Frankovich, Council Member (732) 506-6641
10.  Approve Raffle License R2004 – 03 Ocean County String Band DOE: August 22, 2004.

Summary:  The Council President and Council Members unanimously approved raffle license R2004-03 for the Ocean County String Band to be held on August 22, 2004.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning, Administrator/CFO (732) 270-6415, Fred A. DeFeo, Council President (732) 929-4888
11.  Approve request from Art Bailey, Race Co-Chairman for the “River to Bay 5K” requesting a course change to include the closing of Westray Avenue between Fletcher Place and East End Avenue.

Summary:  The Council President and Council Members unanimously approved a request from Art Bailey, Race co-chairman for the “River to Bay 5K”, to change the course to include the closing of Westray Avenue between Fletcher Place and East End Avenue, subject to police department approval.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning, Administrator/CFO (732) 270-6415, Fred A. DeFeo, Council President (732) 929-4888
12.  Adopt Resolution 2004 – 23 entitled, RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF ISLAND HEIGHTS, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF 

NEW JERSEY, TO ENTER INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION.

Summary:  There were no items for closed session; therefore this resolution was not acted upon.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning, Administrator/CFO (732) 270-6415, Fred A. DeFeo, Council President (732) 929-4888
Liaison Reports

Council President Fred A. DeFeo reported that the mulch at the borough garage is gone, but will be replenished by the county.  Contact the borough garage (732) 270-6424.
Council Member Jim Biggs reported that due to the County work at River Avenue boardwalk, four of the boardwalk lights have been temporarily turned off by JCP&L.  The lights will remain off for the duration of the project.  In addition, he reported that Island Heights Cultural & Heritage is an Association not a Commission as previously reported.
Council Member Karen Hershey reported that the Easter Egg Hunt was a big success.  The weather was perfect and the turn out was great. 
Thankfully, the Easter Bunny was able to take time out of his busy day to once again come and spend time with Island Heights youngsters. 
Council Member Hershey thanked the recreation committee members for all their efforts in preparing for the event. 

Privilege of the Floor

The following subjects were discussed during Privilege of the Floor.

Storm water runoff into Dillon’s Creek

Home delivery of U.S. Mail

Central Regional School District
911 Ceremony
Other Borough Actions
Administrator Adrian Fanning to contact the State of New Jersey, Department of Environmental Protection.

Summary:  The Council President and Council Members unanimously approved the Borough Administrator Adrian Fanning to contact the State of New Jersey, Department of Environmental Protection regarding stormwater discharge at Lake Avenue and Jaynes Avenue.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning, Administrator/CFO (732) 270-6415, Fred A. DeFeo, Council President (732) 929-4888 

Reassessment Update
Progress on the reassessment continues.  Vital Services have completed the first phase of the reassessment by visiting homes and gathering data.  Vital Services will return this summer to follow up with residents that have not yet been visited.  Residents with any questions or concerns may call Vicky Mickiewicz, Borough Assessor at (732) 270-6909 or Vital Services directly at (732) 270-8382.

Other Items of Interest

 Island Heights School Board Election is Tuesday, April 20, 2004.  Vote at the Borough Hall from 2:00 PM until 9:00 PM.

The Municipal Alliance Committee regularly scheduled meeting is Wednesday, April 21, 2004 at 7:00 PM held at the borough hall.

Office of Emergency Management regularly scheduled meeting is Wednesday, April 21, 2004 at 7:00 PM held at the Police/Emergency Management building.

The Island Heights Recreation Committee special meeting is scheduled for Monday, April 26, 2004 at 7:30 PM held at the Police/Emergency Management building.

The Island Heights Board of Education re-organization meeting is scheduled for Monday, April 26, 2004.  Workshop begins at 7:00PM and the meeting begins at 7:30 PM, held at the Island Heights Grade School, 115 Summit Avenue, Island Heights.
The Mayor and Council regularly scheduled meeting is Tuesday, April 27, 2004 at 6:30 PM held at the borough hall.

    The Central Regional School Board regularly scheduled meeting is Thursday, April 29, 2004 at 7:00 PM held at the Board of Education building, Forest Hills Parkway, Bayville.
Notice
ISLAND HEIGHTS SCHOOL BOARD ELECTION
Tuesday, April 20, 2004.  Vote at the Borough Hall from 2:00 PM until 9:00 PM.

The Municipal Clerk’s Office, Tax & Water/Sewer Office and Finance/Purchasing are open Monday – Friday 9:00 AM until 3:00 PM and Monday evening 6:00 PM until 8:00 PM.  Please call the Borough Hall at (732) 270-6415 for days and times of offices not listed above. 
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Mayor David Siddons (732) 929-1231

Council Member John Bendel (732) 288-1983
April D. Elley, Newsletter Editor (732) 270-6415
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