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Mayor and Council Newsletter


Borough of Island Heights

Council Meeting

June 29, 2004

_______________________________________________________________________


Agenda items are listed in the order that they were acted upon.  Each agenda item is summarized.  The mayor and/or council member familiar with the action is listed along with a telephone number.  Bulleted items were not part of the agenda but are for informational purposes.
Presentation

On behalf of the Borough and the Governing Body, Mayor David M. Siddons presented a plaque to Councilman Brian Gabriel for his nine years of service as a Councilman of the Borough.  Mayor Siddons noted that during his term of office, Mr. Gabriel had been the Council Liaison to the First Aid Squad, the library, borough beaches and insurance issues.  Mayor Siddons stated that Mr. Gabriel had become a personal friend and he would miss his expertise on the governing body.

1.  Second reading and adoption Ordinance 2004 – 06 entitled, AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF ISLAND HEIGHTS, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING ORDINANCE 96 – 20 SECTION 16-2.4 OF THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF ISLAND HEIGHTS ENTITLED “WATER AND SEWER”.

2.  Public Hearing Ordinance 2004 – 06.

Summary: After the public hearing on Ordinance 2004 – 06, the Mayor and Council Members unanimously approved an ordinance amending and supplementing ordinance 96 – 20, section 16-2.4 of the revised general ordinance of the Borough of Island Heights entitled “water and sewer”.  
Rates for water service will increase $3.00 per quarter, and water usage in excess of the basic quarterly allotment will increase from $2.25 to $2.85 for each 1,000 gallons of water used.

In 2001 well #8 failed and had to be shut down.  The Borough was forced to purchase water from Toms River Water Company at a cost of $88,000.00 and install a new well.  The cost of the new well was $380,000.00.  The $88,000.00 for the purchase of water was paid for by the surplus fund account in the water/sewer utility.
The Borough is in the process of securing a USDA loan to cover the cost of the well at a rate of 4.75%.  The debt service on this loan is $20,243.00 per year.  At the moment the Borough has issued a bond anticipation note at a rate of 0.93% or $1,678.00 interest expense for the life of the note.  The note matures on 07/29/04.  The difference in debt service from the bond anticipation note to the USDA Bond amounts to $18,565.00 per year.
In addition, the Borough has been ordered by the NJDEP to have an additional well.  We have just awarded the bid for the new well #9 at a cost of $430,000.00.  Funding for this project will be through the NJEIT.  The water treatment plant is over 40 years old.  The iron content of the water from the new well requires that the Borough look into the upgrading of the treatment plant.  Also the iron will require additional operational costs for iron removal.  Upgrading the water treatment plant will help to increase its useful life.  For 
details contact:  Adrian Fanning, Administrator/CFO (732) 270-6415, Council President Fred A. DeFeo (732) 929-4888, David M. Siddons, Mayor (732) 929-1231
3.  Approve obligations chargeable to the 2004 operating budget.
Summary:  The Mayor and Council Members unanimously approved the obligations chargeable to the prior year and current year temporary operating budgets.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning, Administrator/CFO (732) 270-6415, David M. Siddons, Mayor (732) 929-1231
4.  Adopt Resolution 2004 – 42 entitled, RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF ISLAND HEIGHTS, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, DETERMINING THE FORM AND OTHER DETAILS OF A $361,000 GENERAL OBLIGATION BOND OF THE BOROUGH OF ISLAND HEIGHTS IN THE COUNTY OF OCEAN, NEW JERSEY AND PROVIDING FOR THE SALE OF SUCH BOND TO THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.

Summary:  The Mayor and Council Members unanimously approved a resolution determining the form and other details of a $361,000 general obligation bond, and providing for the sale of such bond to the United States of America.  The bond covers the cost of installation of well #10.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning, Administrator/CFO 
(732) 270-6415, David M. Siddons, Mayor (732) 929-1231 

5.  Capital Budget Status Report as prepared by M. O’Donnell.

Summary:  See enclosed report.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning, Administrator/CFO (732) 270-6415, David M. Siddons, Mayor (732) 929-1231
6.  Horn, Tyson & Yoder, Inc. re: Lots 5 & 5.01 Block 61; Applicant Salvatore LaForgia.

Summary:  The Mayor and Council Members unanimously approved the installation of a bulkhead on the above, part of which is borough owned property.  This is subject to review by the Borough Engineer, Borough Attorney, and a hold-harmless agreement from the applicant.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning, Administrator/CFO (732) 270-6415, David M. Siddons, Mayor (732) 929-1231
7.  Ratify the hiring of the following lifeguard for the 2004 beach season:  Dawn Doherty guard $8.50 per hour.

Summary:  With one abstention, the Mayor and Council Members approved the hiring of Dawn Doherty-Guard, at $8.50 for the 2004 beach season.  For details contact:  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning, Administrator/CFO (732) 270-6415, Council Member Karen Hershey (732) 288-0388
8.  Adopt Resolution 2004 – 43 entitled, RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF ISLAND HEIGHTS, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AND TO ENTER INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION.

Summary:  The Mayor and Council Members unanimously approved a resolution entering into executive session.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning, Administrator/CFO (732) 270-6415, David M. Siddons, Mayor (732) 929-1231
Liaison Reports

Council President Fred A. DeFeo reported that computers do not go in regular garbage, they must be dropped off at a Ocean County Recycling Center.  He also reported that the Mosquito Commission has sprayed for mosquitoes.  In addition, he mentioned that the Borough has accepted a donation of one 1989 roll off truck from Ocean County.

Council Member John Bendel reported that Coastal Solutions had installed a new router on the borough computer network that will allow them to monitor internet intrusions and the integrity of our data backup system.  Monitoring will begin on July 1 according to the terms of the one-year contract.
Council Member Karen Hershey reminded residents that the ragtime players will be performing on Sunday, July 4th at 7:00pm at Letter Park prior to the start of the fireworks display.  She also reminded residents not to forget that the Island Heights Bicycle Parade is taking place on Sunday, July 4th at 10:30 AM.  The parade will begin at Memorial Field and end at the Island Heights Pavilion.  Candy, Ice pops and prizes will be available for all.  Come show your patriotism.  Decorate your bicycle, wagon,
scooter or carriage.  Spectators are welcome.
In addition, she asked residents to mark Sunday, August 22nd on their calendars.   The Ocean County String Band will be performing at
the pavilion on that date.  Details to follow.  Also, all those parents and kids who signed up for Arts and Crafts, please contact Heather or Paul Smith at (732) 831-9485 to obtain details
about the time and location of the arts and crafts program.  Congratulations to Lt. Kevin Arnold who became a Father of a baby boy on Tuesday, June 29th. 

Privilege of the Floor

The following subjects were discussed during Privilege of the Floor.
Benches at Longpoint
Loose dogs

New Wanamaker flagpole

Re-assessment
Other Borough Actions

Approve payment to Fred Lehotay in the amount of $500.00 for July 4th, 2004 entertainment.

Summary:  The Mayor and Council Memberes unanimously approved Fred Lehotay for July 4th, 2004 entertainment and payment in the amount of $500.00.  The concert will begin at 7:00 PM at Letter Park at the bottom of East End Avenue.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning, Administrator/CFO (732) 270-6415, Karen L. Hershey, Council Member (732) 288-0388
Approve the dedication of a bench to Council Member Brian Gabriel.
Summary:  With one abstention, the Mayor and Council Members approved the dedication of a bench to Brian Gabriel.  This bench will be formally dedicated once phase II of the boardwalk is completed.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning, Administrator/CFO, David M. Siddons, Mayor (732) 929-1231 
Reassessment Update
Progress on the reassessment continues.  Vital Services have completed the first phase of the reassessment by visiting homes and gathering data.  Vital Services will return this summer to follow up with residents that have not yet been visited.  Residents with any questions or concerns may call Vicky Mickiewicz, Borough Assessor at (732) 270-6909 or Vital Services directly at (732) 270-8382.
Other Items of Interest

    The Island Heights School Board regularly scheduled meeting is Monday, July 12, 2004.  Workshop meeting begins at 7:00 PM, followed by the regular meeting at 7:30 PM, held at the Island Heights Grade School, 115 Summit Avenue, Island Heights.

The Island Heights Board of Health regularly scheduled meeting is Tuesday, July 13, 2004 at 9:00 AM held at the borough hall.

The Island Heights Planning Board regularly scheduled meeting is Wednesday, July 14, 2004 at 7:30 PM held at the borough hall.

The Island Heights Tax Sale is scheduled for Friday, July 16, 2004 at 9:30 AM held at the borough hall.

The Mayor and Council regularly scheduled meeting is Tuesday, July 20, 2004 at 6:30 PM held at the borough hall.

The Municipal Alliance Committee regularly scheduled meeting is Wednesday, July 21, 2004 at 7:00 PM held at the borough hall.

    The Island Heights School Board regularly scheduled meeting is Monday, July 12, 2004.  Workshop meeting begins at 7:00 PM, followed by the regular meeting at 7:30 PM, held at the Island Heights Grade School, 115 Summit Avenue, Island Heights.

The Central Regional School Board regular meeting is scheduled is Thursday, July 22, 2004 at 7:00 PM held at the Board of Education building, Forest Hills Parkway, Bayville.

The Municipal Clerk’s Office, Tax & Water/Sewer Office and Finance/Purchasing are open Monday – Friday 9:00 AM until 3:00 PM and Monday evening 6:00 PM until 8:00 PM.  Please call the Borough Hall at (732) 270-6415 for days and times of offices not listed above. 
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