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Mayor and Council Newsletter


Borough of Island Heights

Council Meeting

October 19, 2004

_______________________________________________________________________


Agenda items are listed in the order that they were acted upon.  Each agenda item is summarized.  The mayor and/or council member familiar with the action is listed along with a telephone number.  Bulleted items were not part of the agenda but are for informational purposes.
Presentation by Mr. George D’Angelo, representative from Vital Resources on the status, and review the next steps in the Reassessment process.

Summary:  Please see Reassessment Update below.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning, Administrator/CFO (732) 270-6415, Michael L. Frankovich, Council Member (732) 506-6641
1.  Second reading and adoption Ordinance 2004-07 entitled, AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF ISLAND HEIGHTS, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AUTHORIZING THE INSTALLATION OF BOARDWALK ON RIVER AVENUE, AND APPROPRIATING $275,000.00 THEREFORE AND PROVIDING FOR THE ISSUANCE OF $261,500.00 IN GENERAL IMPROVEMENT BONDS TO FINANCE THE SAME.

2.  Public Hearing on Ordinance 2004 - 07.

Summary:  After the public hearing on ordinance 2004 – 07 and with one opposing vote, the Council President and Members approved an ordinance authorizing the installation of a boardwalk on River Avenue.  Bids for this project have been received, and it is anticipated to award the contract at the November 9, 2004 council meeting.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning, Administrator/CFO (732) 270-6415, Fred A. DeFeo, Council President (732) 929-4888
3.  Second reading and adoption Ordinance 2004-08 entitled, AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF ISLAND HEIGHTS, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AUTHORIZING THE REPLACEMENT OF FILTER MEDIA AT THE WATER TREATMENT PLANT, AND APPROPRIATING $20,000.00 THEREFORE AND PROVIDING FOR THE ISSUANCE OF $19,000.00 IN GENERAL IMPROVEMENT BONDS TO FINANCE THE SAME.

4.  Public Hearing on Ordinance 2004 – 08.
Summary:  After the public hearing on ordinance 2004 - 08, the Council President and Members unanimously approved the ordinance authorizing replacement of filter media at the water treatment plant.  The replacement will improve the water quality for the residents of the Borough.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning, Administrator/CFO (732) 270-6415, Fred A. DeFeo, Council President (732) 929-4888
5.  Second reading and adoption Ordinance 2004-09 entitled, AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF ISLAND HEIGHTS, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AUTHORIZING THE PURCHASE OF A DUMP TRUCK AND APPROPRIATING $70,000.00 THEREFORE AND PROVIDING FOR THE ISSUANCE OF $66,500.00 IN GENERAL 
IMPROVEMENT BONDS TO FINANCE THE SAME.
6.  Public Hearing on Ordinance 2004 – 09.

Summary:  After the public hearing on ordinace2004 - 09, the Council President and Members unanimously approved the ordinance authorizing purchase of a dump truck.  This purchase includes a 6-yard dump truck with plow and optional tailgate spreader.  This truck will replace the borough 20-year-old dump truck, which is no longer operable.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning, Administrator/CFO (732) 270-6415, Fred A. DeFeo, Council President (732) 929-4888

7.  Second reading and adoption Ordinance 2004 – 06 entitled, AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF ISLAND HEIGHTS, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING CHAPTER XXXII OF THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE BOROUGH OF ISLAND HEIGHTS, ENTITLED ZONING.

8.  Public Hearing on Ordinance 2004 – 06.

Summary:  After the public hearing on ordinance 2004 – 06, this item was tabled so that the borough engineer can appear before the council to explain the revisions in more detail.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning, Administrator/CFO (732) 270-6415, John Bendel, Council Member (732) 288-1983
9.  Approve obligations chargeable to the 2004 operating budget.
Summary:  The Council President and Members unanimously approved obligations chargeable to the operating budgets.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning, Administrator/CFO (732) 270-6415, David M. Siddons, Mayor (732) 929-1231 

10.  Approve annual request from the Island Heights Cultural & Heritage for use of borough hall for table setting show to be held on November 6th and 7th, to include set up on the 5th and breakdown on the 8th.

Summary:  This request was withdrawn by the Island Heights Cultural & Heritage Commission.  For details contact:  Ellie Rogalski, Borough Clerk (732) 270-6415, Fred A. DeFeo, Council President (732) 929-4888

11.  Adopt Resolution 2004 – 66 entitled, RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF ISLAND HEIGHTS, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, TO ENTER INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION.

Summary:  There were no items for closed session; therefore this resolution was not acted upon.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning, Administrator/CFO (732) 270-6415, Fred A. DeFeo, Council President (732) 929-4888

Liaison Reports

Council President Fred A. DeFeo reported that mulch and compost are now available at the borough garage at Lake and Laurel Avenues. 

Council Member John Bendel reported that the Hatami Planning Board application for a variance on a West End Avenue property, which was supposed to be heard October 5, was not on the agenda that night.  Mr. Bendel advised residents who had come for that hearing that the matter is still not definitely scheduled, but they should call borough hall prior to the November 10 planning board meeting for confirmation of scheduling.
Council Member Karen Hershey reported that the “Harvest Bonfire” would take place on Saturday, October 23, 2004 from 6:30 PM until 9:00 PM.  The rain date is Sunday.  There will be storytelling, roasting marshmallows, screaming contests, free refreshments and loads of fun.  In addition, the Halloween Parade will take place on Sunday, October 31, 2004 at 12:30 PM.  The parade will begin at Letter Park and will end at the pavilion.  There will be a pumpkin patch just for the kids, cider and doughnuts.  Children and adults are invited to participate in the parade.  Don’t forget a costume.  Ribbons will be given to all participants.

Council Member Robert Verse reported that on October 10, 2004, the Island Heights Yacht Club hosted seventy (70) high school students from various locations for a regatta.
Privilege of the Floor

The following subjects were discussed during Privilege of the Floor.

Speeding on West End Avenue
Activity at the Ocean County Utilities Authority pump station on Lake Avenue 

Other Borough Actions

Mayors’ Proclamation

Summary:  On behalf of Mayor Siddons, Council President Fred A. DeFeo presented the Mayors’ Proclamation issuing curfew regulations during the Halloween season.  It was ordered on the 19th day of October as follows:


No one under the age of 18, unless accompanied by an adult will be permitted on the streets after the hour of 8:00 PM from Wednesday, October 27, 2004 through Sunday, October 31, 2004 (trick or treat).


It is hereby proclaimed that on Halloween, Sunday, October 31, 2004 that ghosts and goblins shall be permitted to trick or treat between the hours of 2:00 PM and 8:00 PM.

For details contact:  Adrian Fanning, Administrator/CFO (732) 270-6415, Fred A. DeFeo, Council President (732) 929-4888

Reassessment Update
Mr. George D’Angelo from Vital Resources gave a presentation on the reassessment.  He stated that the values of borough property have been completed and letters advising taxpayers of the new assessment will be going out in about two or three weeks.  In addition, he stated that the total value of all the property in the borough will increase by approximately two and one half times their present value.  The present values have been in place since the last reassessment in 1993.  He also stated representatives from Vital Resources will be available to meet with taxpayers who have questions or concerns about their new assessments.  He went on briefly to discuss the appeals process for any individual who wished to appeal the assessment to either the County or the State.  He stressed that while the values of the property will increase, residents should see a corresponding decrease in the tax rate.  The new tax rate however will not be struck until May or June of 2005, after the schools, county and local budgets have been adopted.  
** Notices **

General Election is Tuesday, November 2, 2004, vote at the borough hall from 6:00 AM until 8:00 PM.  Please note municipal offices are closed this day.
West End Avenue road project which was awarded to Earle Asphalt Company at the October 5, 2004 council meeting is expected to begin on or about November 10, 2004.
Other Items of Interest
The Island Heights Recreation Committee regular meeting is scheduled for Monday, October 25, 2004 at 7:30 PM held at the Police/Emergency Management building.

The Central Regional School Board regular meeting is scheduled is Thursday, October 28, 2004 at 7:00 PM, held at the Board of Education building, Forest Hills Parkway, Bayville.
Toms River Halloween Parade will be held on Saturday, October 30, 2004.

Trick or Treat will be held on Sunday, October 31, 2004 from 2:00 PM until 8:00 PM.

Daylight Savings Time ends Sunday, October 31, 2004.  Remember to change your clocks and to change the batteries in your smoke/fire detectors.

General Election is Tuesday, November 2, 2004, vote at the borough hall from 6:00 AM until 8:00 PM.  Municipal offices are closed this day.

    The Island Heights School Board regularly scheduled meeting is Monday, November 8, 2004.  Workshop meeting begins at 7:00 PM, followed by the regular meeting at 7:30 PM, held at the Island Heights Grade School, 115 Summit Avenue, Island Heights.

The Island Heights Board of Health regularly scheduled meeting is Tuesday, November 8, 2004 at 9:00 AM held at the borough hall.

The Mayor and Council regularly scheduled meeting is Tuesday, November 9, 2004 at 6:30 PM held at the borough hall.

The Planning Board regularly scheduled meeting is Wednesday, November 10, 2004 at 7:30 PM held at the borough hall.

The Borough Offices will be closed Thursday, November 11, 2004 in observance of Veterans’ Day.

The Municipal Alliance Committee MAC regularly scheduled meeting is Wednesday, November 17, 2004 at 7:00 PM held at the borough hall.

The Island Heights Recreation Committee regular meeting is scheduled for Monday, November 22, 2004 at 7:30 PM held at the Police/Emergency Management building.

The Mayor and Council regularly scheduled meeting is Tuesday, November 23, 2004 at 6:30 PM held at the borough hall.

The Borough Offices will be closed Thursday, November 25, 2004 and Friday, November 26, 2004 in observance of Thanksgiving.
The Municipal Clerk’s Office, Tax & Water/Sewer Office and Finance/Purchasing are open Monday – Friday 9:00 AM until 3:00 PM and Monday evening 6:00 PM until 8:00 PM.  Please call the Borough Hall at (732) 270-6415 for days and times of offices not listed above. 
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Mayor David Siddons (732) 929-1231
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