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Mayor and Council Newsletter


Borough of Island Heights

Council Meeting

January 11, 2005

_______________________________________________________________________


Agenda items are listed in the order that they were acted upon.  Each agenda item is summarized.  The mayor and/or council member familiar with the action is listed along with a telephone number.  Bulleted items were not part of the agenda but are for informational purposes.
1.  First reading and introduction Ordinance 2005 - 01 entitled, AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF ISLAND HEIGHTS, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING CHAPTER XXXII OF THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE BOROUGH OF ISLAND HEIGHTS, ENTITLED ZONING.

Summary:  After first reading and introduction, the Mayor and members unanimously approved ordinance 2005 – 01, amending and supplementing Chapter XXXII of the revised general ordinances of the Borough of Island Heights, entitled zoning.  This ordinance corrected omissions from the original zoning ordinance, particularly as it applied to maximum building height in specific zones, making the maximum height 35 feet throughout the borough.  In addition, all structures subsequently erected shall occupy not less than 1,500 square feet including the area occupied by accessory use structures.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning, Administrator/CFO (732) 270-6415, John Bendel, Council Member (732) 288-1983, David M. Siddons, Mayor (732) 929-1231
2.  Adopt Resolution 2005 – 01 entitled, RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF ISLAND HEIGHTS, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, PROVIDING FOR APPROPRIATIONS IN THE 2005 TEMPORARY OPERATING BUDGET IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE PROVISIONS OF N.J.S.A. 40A:4-19.

Summary:  The Mayor and members unanimously approved a resolution providing for appropriations in the 2005 temporary operating budget in accordance with state law.  The temporary budget is put in place the first meeting of the calendar year.  This budget allows the borough to operate 
for the first three months of the year while the    borough completes the 2005 budget.  Currently, the individual departments are developing their 
budgets and the council liaisons will submit this information to the budget committee during January.  The budget committee will submit the budget to council in February and the public hearing will be scheduled for later in the spring.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning, Administrator/CFO (732) 270-6415, David M. Siddons, Mayor (732) 929-1231

3.  Adopt Resolution 2005 – 02 entitled, RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF ISLAND HEIGHTS, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF 

NEW JERSEY, AUTHORIZING THE CANCELLATION OF BALANCES OF 2004 PROPERTY TAXES OF LESS THAN $5.00 AS PROVIDED FOR IN N.J.S.A. 54:4-99.

Summary:  The Mayor and members unanimously approved a resolution authorizing the cancellation of balances of 2004 property taxes less than $5.00 as provided for under state law.  This is an annual resolution that allows the tax collector, Wendy Prior, to clear the books of the small amounts due, which this year averaged less than $.84 each.  For details contact:  Wendy Prior, Tax Collector (732) 270-6414, Adrian Fanning, Administrator/CFO (732) 270-6415, Jim Biggs, Council Member (732) 831-0686, David M. Siddons, Mayor (732) 929-1231        

4.  Adopt Resolution 2005 – 03 entitled, RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF ISLAND HEIGHTS, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AUTHORIZING THE APPLICATION OF OVERPAYMENT OF 2004 PROPERTY TAX TO 2005 PROPERTY TAXES DUE.

Summary:  The Mayor and members unanimously approved a resolution authorizing the application of overpayment of 2005 property tax to 2005 property taxes due.  This annual resolution allows the tax collector, Wendy Prior, to place the overpayment of the 2004 property taxes by residents against their taxes that are due for the current year 2005.  For details contact:  Wendy Prior, Tax Collector (732) 270-6414, Adrian Fanning, Administrator/CFO (732) 270-6415, Jim Biggs, Council Member (732) 831-0686
5.  Adopt Resolution 2005 – 04 entitled, RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF ISLAND HEIGHTS, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AUTHORIZING THE APPLICATION FOR A MUNICIPAL ALLIANCE GRANT FOR 2006.

Summary:  The Mayor and members unanimously approved a resolution authorizing the application for a municipal alliance grant for 2006. This annual application allows the borough to apply for municipal alliance grant funds provided by the State of New Jersey, through the Ocean County Health Department.   For details contact:  Wendy Prior, MAC Coordinator 270-6414, Adrian Fanning, Administrator/CFO (732) 270-6415, Robert Verse, Council Member (732) 288-0186
6.  Adopt Resolution 2005 – 05 entitled, RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF ISLAND HEIGHTS, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, APPOINTING REPRESENTATIVES FOR THE 2005 COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT.

Summary:  With one abstention, the members unanimously approved a resolution designating the borough engineer, Michael O’Donnell as the borough representative for the Community Development Block Grant.  Mayor David M. Siddons was designated as the alternate representative.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning, Administrator/CFO (732) 270-6415, David M. Siddons, Mayor (732) 929-1231
7.  Adopt Resolution 2005 – 06 entitled, RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF ISLAND HEIGHTS, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AUTHORIZING THE BOROUGH ASSESSOR/BOROUGH ATTORNEY TO ACT AS AGENT/AGENTS IN FILING PETITION OF APPEAL.

Summary:  The Mayor and members unanimously approved a resolution authorizing the borough assessor/attorney to act as agent/agents of the borough in filing or answering petitions of property tax appeals from the residents.  This is a resolution that must be passed annually allowing these officials to act on behalf of the borough.  For details contact:  Vicky Mickiewicz, Tax Assessor (732) 270-6415, Matthew A. Leahey, Borough Attorney (732) 349-1600, Adrian Fanning, Administrator/CFO (732) 270-6415, John Bendel, Council Member (732) 288-1983
8.  Adopt Resolution 2005 – 07 entitled, RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF ISLAND HEIGHTS, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, ESTABLISHING A MUNICIPAL ALLIANCE COMMITTEE ON ALCOHOLISM AND DRUG ABUSE.

Summary:  The Mayor and members unanimously approved a resolution establishing a municipal alliance committee on alcoholism and drug abuse.  This annual resolution dedicates the borough along with the communities in New Jersey in a coordinated effort against alcoholism and drug abuse through education and public awareness activities.  Wendy Prior has been the MAC Coordinator, a volunteer position since its inception.  For details contact:  Wendy Prior, MAC Coordinator 270-6414, Adrian Fanning, Administrator/CFO (732) 270-6415, Robert Verse, Council Member (732) 288-0186

9.  Approve obligations chargeable to the 2005 temporary operating budget.

Summary:  The Mayor and members unanimously approved obligations chargeable to the temporary operating budgets.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning, Administrator/CFO (732) 270-6415, David M. Siddons, Mayor (732) 929-1231
10.  Approve minutes from the following meeting:  December 21, 2004.

Summary:  The Mayor and members unanimously approved minutes from the December 21, 2004 regular council meeting.  For details contact:  Ellie Rogalski, Borough Clerk (732) 270-6415, David M. Siddons, Mayor (732) 929-1231
11.  Notification from State of New Jersey (NJDOT) Municipal Aid Program for Lake Drive in the amount of $150,000.00.

Summary:  The Borough of Island Heights received notification from the State of New Jersey, Department of Transportation, Municipal Aid Program for Lake Drive in the amount of $150,000.00.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning, Administrator/CFO (732) 270-6415, Fred A. DeFeo, Council President (732) 929-4888, David M. Siddons, Mayor (732) 929-1231

12.  Approve proposal from O’Donnell, Stanton & Associates, Lake Drive Road Improvements; 2005 NJ DOT Municipal Aid Program:  Phase 1 – 5 $13,800.00, Phase 6 - $13,600,00; Total $27,400.00

Summary:  The Mayor and members unanimously approved a proposal for O’Donnell, Stanton & Associates, Lake Drive Road Improvements; 2005 New Jersey Department of Transportation (DOT)  Municipal Aid Program:  Phase 1 – 5 $13,800.00, Phase 6 - $13,600.00 for a total of $27,400.00.  The $13,600.00 in phase 6 is funded thru a $150,000 DOT grant.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning, Administrator/CFO (732) 270-6415, David M. Siddons, Mayor (732) 929-1231
13.  Approve request for purchase order to US Filter in the amount of $5,096.00 for the repair of filter #2 (new strainers and additional resin) and labor cost for removing resin and tank inspection.

Summary:  The Mayor and members unanimously approved a request for the issuance of a purchase order to US Filter in the amount of $5,096.00 for the repair of filter #2 (new strainers and additional resin) and labor cost for removing resin and tank inspection.  For details contact:  E. Jay Price, Assistant Superintendent of Public Works (732) 270-6425, Adrian Fanning, Administrator/CFO (732) 270-6415, Fred A. DeFeo, Council President (732) 929-4888

14.  Approve request from the Island Heights Municipal Alliance for the following:  Use of meeting room on January 24, 2005 from 6:00 PM until 10:00 PM, and the Annual Town Wide Yard Sale on September 25, 2005.

Summary:  The Mayor and members unanimously approved the Island Heights Municipal Alliance Committee use of the meeting room on Monday, January 24, 2005 from 6:00 PM until 10:00 PM for an internet safety program, and to sponsor the annual Town Wide Yard Sale.  The event will be held Saturday, September 25, 2005 from 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM, and the rain date will be Sunday, September 26, 2005.  Permit fees collected shall be allocated towards the State/County required cash match for the 2006 grant.  This is the sixth year the alliance has been promoting alcohol and drug awareness to Island Heights residents.  For details contact:  Wendy Prior, MAC Coordinator (732) 270-6414, Adrian Fanning, Administrator/CFO (732) 270-6415, Robert Verse, Council Member (732) 288-0186 

15.  Adopt Resolution 2005 – 08 entitled, RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF ISLAND HEIGHTS, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, TO ENTER INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION.

Summary:  The Mayor and members unanimously approved a resolution entering into executive session.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning, Administrator/CFO (732) 270-6415, David M. Siddons, Mayor (732) 929-1231
Liaison Reports
Council President Fred A. DeFeo reported the muddy conditions behind the borough garage will be remedied so residents can more easily reach the cardboard collection container 
Council Member Karen Hershey reported that the holiday house decorating contest winners will be announced and that each will receive a certificate worth $25.00 at the Shop-Rite.  Ms. Hershey praised the Island Heights Police Department for the assistance it provided the Ocean County prosecutor in a recent criminal case. 

Council Member Robert Verse reported that the new 1st Aid Squad sign and holiday decorations had been vandalized.  He asked anyone with information to contact the police.  Mr. Verse noted that 350 people attended a recent seminar hosted by Ocean County Prosecutors Office that dealt with the protection of children from sexual predators on the internet.  The Island Heights Municipal Alliance Committee will be hosting this seminar on Monday, January 24, 2005 at 7:00 PM at the Island Heights Municipal Building.  Please see enclosed flyer.
Privilege of the Floor

The following subjects were discussed during Privilege of the Floor.

River Avenue boardwalk construction

Fishing and crabbing rules on the River Avenue waterfront

Discarded materials on municipal property at Boy Scout Island

Wanamaker bay front boardwalk

Borough garage roof

Bad postal service and illegal parking in front of post office building
Reassessment Update

The reassessment process is completed.  Residents may still contact the borough assessor with any further questions or comments.  For details contact:  Vicky Mickiewicz, Borough Assessor at (732) 270-6909

Other Items of Interest
The Central Regional School Board regular meeting is scheduled for Thursday, January 20, 2005 at 7:00 PM, held at the Board of Education building, Forest Hills Parkway, Bayville.

    Free Rabies Clinic is scheduled for Saturday, January 22, 2005 from 1:00 PM until 2:00 PM held at the borough garage, Lake and Laurel Avenues.

The Island Heights Recreation Committee regular meeting is scheduled for Monday, January 24, 2004 at 7:30 PM held at the Police/Emergency Management building.

The Mayor and Council regularly scheduled meeting is Tuesday, January 25, 2005 at 6:30 PM held at the borough hall.

Free Rabies Clinic

Saturday

January 22, 2005

1:00 PM until 2:00 PM

held at the

Island Heights Public Works Building

Corner of Lake and Laurel Avenues
Notice
DOG & CAT LICENSES ARE TO BE RENEWED

JANUARY 1 OF EACH YEAR
* Proof of Current Rabies Required 
* Spaying/Neutering Certificate to obtain $3.00 discount
Dog Fee: $10.00

Proof Spayed/Neutered $7.00

Cat Fee:  $7.00

In addition, a Late Fee of $5.00 will be Imposed February 1 and additional $1.00 each month late thereafter
The Municipal Clerk’s Office, Tax & Water/Sewer Office and Finance/Purchasing are open Monday – Friday 9:00 AM until 3:00 PM and Monday evening 6:00 PM until 8:00 PM.  Please call the Borough Hall at (732) 270-6415 for days and times of offices not listed above. 

Newsletter1@comcast.net

Mayor David Siddons (732) 929-1231

Council Member John Bendel (732) 288-1983

April D. Elley, Newsletter Editor (732) 270-6415
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