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Mayor and Council Newsletter


Borough of Island Heights

Council Meeting

April 5, 2005

_______________________________________________________________________


Agenda items are listed in the order that they were acted upon.  Each agenda item is summarized.  The mayor and/or council member familiar with the action is listed along with a telephone number.  Bulleted items were not part of the agenda but are for informational purposes.
National Library Week 2005 Proclamation

Summary:  The Mayor issued a proclamation declaring the week of April 10 through 16, 2005 as National Library Week.  In addition, meet the Mayor night at the Island Heights library is scheduled for Monday, June 13, 2005.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning, Administrator/CFO (732) 270-6415, David M. Siddons, Mayor (732) 929-1231

Report from Borough Attorney:  Status of Wanamaker Hall

Borough Attorney Lionel Simon said that quick action and an excellent job by the Island Heights Fire Department kept Wanamaker Hall from burning down on March 26, 2005.  The building probably came within minutes of going up in flames, he said.

“We believe at this time -- although no one has been indicted or officially charged -- it was set by three young people. I believe arrests have been made,” he said. 

Mr. Simon said that Island Heights construction official Ken Anderson and fire official Bill Richert went into the building after the fire. “Mr. Anderson filed a notice of unsafe structure and Mr. Richert backed him up in a letter to the Mayor and Council,” he said.

“Quite frankly their concerns are very legitimate,” Simon continued. “There is a very serious health safety and welfare issue here.”

Mr. Simon pointed out that Wanamaker Hall is a historic site under the protection of the Historic Preservation Office within the N.J. Department of Environmental Protection, and that the situation has been reported to that office. Certain steps are required before that office can act.

“We are certainly going to give them Mr. Anderson’s report and Mr. Richert’s letter but we 

need to give them a report from a structural engineer,” Mr. Simon said.  An historical architect has been through the building, he said, and an inspection by a structural engineer will hopefully take place later in the week.

Mr. Simon said that Ms. Dorothy Guzzo, Deputy Historic Preservation Officer and Administrator, has said that after that engineer’s report the historic agency will come within seven days to make their own evaluation.  

Mr. Simon said he has also reached out to the state Attorney General’s office to help move matters.

“We have to get this matter back in front of the historical preservation people and we’re doing everything we can to get this done as soon as possible,” Mr. Simon said.

The entire attorney report is available by request in the Borough Clerk’s office.
1.  Second reading and adoption of Ordinance 2005 – 02 entitled, AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF ISLAND HEIGHTS, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AUTHORIZING THE REPLACEMENT OF THE EXISTING DRAINAGE SYSTEM, REMOVAL AND REPLACEMENT OF CURBS WHERE REQUIRED, DRIVEWAY APRONS AND MILLING LAKE DRIVE AND OTHER MUNICIPAL AREAS, AND APPROPRIATING $175,000.00 THEREFORE AND PROVIDING FOR THE ISSUANCE OF $166,250.00, IN GENERAL IMPROVEMENT BONDS OR NOTES TO FINANCE THE SAME.

2.  Public Hearing Ordinance 2005 – 02.

Summary:  After the public hearing on ordinance 2005 - 02, the Mayor and Council Members unanimously approved an ordinance authorizing the replacement of the existing drainage system, removal and replacement of curbs where required, driveway aprons and milling Lake Drive and other municipal areas.  This project is funded by a $150,000.00 State of New Jersey, Department of Transportation grant.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning, Administrator/CFO (732) 270-6415, David M. Siddons, Mayor (732) 929-1231

3.  Adopt Resolution 2005 – 17 entitled, RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF ISLAND HEIGHTS, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF 

NEW JERSEY, PROVIDING FOR THE CREATION OF EMERGENCY TEMPORARY APPROPRIATIONS PURSUANT TO THE PROVISIONS OF CHAPTER 96, P.L. 1951 (N.J.S.40A:4-20).
Summary:  The Mayor and Council Members unanimously approved a resolution approving temporary appropriations for the 2005 temporary operating budget, in accordance with state law. 

The borough passes a temporary budget at the beginning of each year to operate the borough until the final budget is passed later in the spring.  The temporary budget passed in January covers only the first three months of the year.  Since it is anticipated that this year’s final budget will not be adopted until May, it was necessary to pass a resolution increasing the temporary budget for the additional months.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning, Administrator/CFO (732) 270-6415, David M. Siddons, Mayor (732) 929-1231
4.  Adopt Resolution 2005 – 19 entitled, RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF ISLAND HEIGHTS, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF 

NEW JERSEY, CELEBRATING THE 35TH ANNIVERSARY OF EARTH DAY ON APRIL 22, 2005.
Summary: The Mayor and Council Members unanimously approved a resolution celebrating the 35th anniversary of Earth Day on April 22, 2005.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning, CFO (732) 270-6415, Fred A. DeFeo, Council President (732) 929-4888

5.  Approve obligations chargeable to the 2004 operating budget and the 2005 temporary operating budget.

Summary:  The Mayor and Council Members unanimously approved the obligations chargeable to the prior year and current year temporary operating budgets.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning, CFO (732) 270-6415, David M. Siddons, Mayor (732) 929-1231
6.  Approve request from the Island Heights First Aid Squad for use of the Boro Complex for their annual circus.  Tentative Date:  Friday, July 8, 2005 Certificates of Insurance / Tent Certification provided.

Summary:  The Mayor and Council Members unanimously approved a request from the Island Heights First Aid Squad for use of the borough complex for their annual circus.  The tentative date for the event is Friday, July 8, 2005, the certificate of insurance and tent certification has been provided.  For details contact:  Ellie Rogalski, Borough Clerk (732) 270-6415, David M. Siddons, Mayor (732) 929-1231

7.  Approve request from the Island Heights Cultural & Heritage Association for use of the Main Hall, Municipal Building for their annual table setting show, June 11 and 12, with set up on June 10, 2005.  (Certificate of Insurance will be provided)

Summary:  The Mayor and Council Members unanimously approved a request from the Island Heights Cultural & Heritage Association for use of the meeting room in the municipal building for their annual table setting show on June 11 and June 12, with set up on June 10, 2005.  For details contact:  Ellie Rogalski, Borough Clerk (732) 270-6415, David M. Siddons, Mayor (732) 929-1231
8.  Approve the following for the Rotary Club of Toms River:  Sailfest DOE  September 10, 2005.

1. Application for Special Permit for Social Affair (ABC) License.

2. Approve the following raffle license applications:

Rotary Club of Toms River, R2005 – 03, DOE:  September 10, 2005

Rotary Club of Toms River, R2005 – 04, DOE:  September 10, 2005

3. Placement of a banner on the Central Avenue pavilion and to erect a temporary sign at Triangle Park.

4. Approve application to use county roads (road closing).

Summary:  With one no vote on item 1, and two abstentions on items 1 through 4, the Mayor and Council Members approved all four items listed.  For details contact:  Ellie Rogalski, Borough Clerk (732) 270-6415, David M. Siddons, Mayor (732) 929-1231

9.  Approve purchase order request for Yardville Supply in the amount of $928.50 for 150 bags of Solar Salt for water conditioners.

Summary:  The Mayor and Council Members unanimously approved the issuance of a purchase order to Yardville Supply in the amount of $928.50 for 150 bags of solar salt for water conditioners.  For details contact:  E. Jay Price, Assistant Superintendent of Public Works (732) 270-6424, Adrian Fanning, Administrator/CFO (732) 270-6415, Fred A. DeFeo, Council President (732) 929-4888

10.  Mayors’ Appointment Karen Kier to Planning Board.

Summary:  The Mayor appointed Karen Kier to the planning board to fill the unexpired term of Robert Wilber, Jr. who resigned from the planning board earlier this year.  This is a mayoral appointment no council action is required.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning, Administrator/CFO (732) 270-6415, David M. Siddons, Mayor (732) 929-1231

11.  Adopt Resolution 2005 – 18 entitled, RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF ISLAND HEIGHTS, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF 

NEW JERSEY, TO ENTER INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION.
Summary:  The Mayor and Council unanimously approved a resolution to enter into closed session.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning, Administrator/CFO (732) 270-6415, David M. Siddons, Mayor (732) 929-1231
Liaison Reports

Council President Fred A. DeFeo reported that (1) Earth Day will involve volunteers who will clean up around the post office and Long Point as well as the Summit Avenue Beach.  Volunteers will also place stickers on storm drains.  The educational stickers will outline what should and should not go into a storm drain.  There will be an Earth Day flyer in with this newsletter.  (2) Central Power & Light will have a contractor in town to trim trees for wires.  The contractor, Davey Co., will contact residents whose trees may need trimming.  (3) Porta-potties have been ordered for the summer and will be placed at Wanamaker Field, Memorial Field and the Summit Avenue beach.  (4) Pigeon netting has been ordered for the Central Avenue Pavillion.   

Council Member Karen L. Hershey reported (1) In conjunction with Earth Day, there will be an environmental presentation for kids kindergarten through 4th grade.  The event will run from 7 PM 8 PM on April 18 at the Island Heights Methodist Church.  (2) The annual Easter Egg Hunt was a success.  (3) The recreation program needs a director to coordinate events through August.
In a special report, Al Gabriel reported that the new boardwalk project is very near completion and the contractor’s workers have done a wonderful job.  He suggested the borough place a porta-potty at the end of the boardwalk.  Mr. Gabriel has been the borough’s clerk-of-the-works for the project.

Privilege of the Floor

These subjects were discussed during Privilege of the Floor:

Wanamaker Hall

Cleanliness of the borough

Post office parking

River Avenue boardwalk

Protection of the Camp Walk bluff neighborhood

Wanamaker dock

Other Borough Actions
Approve purchase order request for Clayton Sand and Gravel in the amount of $1,950.00 for 300 yards of type 3 beach sand.

Summary:  The Mayor and Council Members unanimously approved the issuance of a purchase order to Clayton Sand and Gravel in the amount of $1,950.00 for 300 yards of type 3 beach sand.  For details contact:  E. Jay Price, Assistant Superintendent of Public Works (732) 270-6424, Adrian Fanning, Administrator/CFO (732) 270-6415, Fred A. DeFeo, Council President (732) 929-4888
Approve submission of an application for a 2006 New Jersey Department of Transportation grant.

Summary:  The Mayor and Council Members unanimously approved the submission of an application for a 2006 New Jersey Department of Transportation grant.  The grant is to cover Oak Avenue road improvements in the amount of $165,000.00.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning, Administrator/CFO (732) 270-6415, David M. Siddons, Mayor (732) 929-1231

Discussion of the introduction of ordinance 2005 – 03 setting parking regulations at the post office, and ordinance 2005 – 04 to establish regulations at the new River Avenue boardwalk.

Summary:  After a discussion on introduction of ordinance 2005 – 03 setting parking regulations at the post office, and ordinance 2005 – 04 establishing regulations at the new River Avenue boardwalk, the Mayor and Council Members unanimously voted to table the ordinances for possible action at the next council meeting.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning, Administrator/CFO (732) 270-6415, David M. Siddons, Mayor (732) 929-1231 

Other Items of Interest

    The Island Heights School Board regularly scheduled meeting is Monday, April 11, 2005.  Workshop begins at 6:30PM and the meeting begins at 7:30 PM, held at the Island Heights Grade School, 115 Summit Avenue, Island Heights.

The Island Heights Board of Health regularly scheduled meeting is Tuesday, April 12, 2005 at 9:00 AM held at the borough hall.

The Island Heights Planning Board regularly scheduled meeting Wednesday, April 13, 2005 at 6:30 PM has been postponed to Wednesday, April 20, 2005 at 6:30 PM held at the borough hall.

    The Central Regional School Board regularly scheduled meeting is Thursday, April 14, 2005 at 7:00 PM at the Board of Education building, Forest Hills Parkway, Bayville.

 Island Heights School Board Election is Tuesday, April 19, 2005.  Vote at the Borough Hall from 2:00 PM until 9:00 PM.

The Mayor and Council regularly scheduled meeting is Tuesday, April 19, 2005 at 6:30 PM held at the borough hall.

The Island Heights Recreation Committee regularly scheduled meeting is Monday, April 25, 2005 at 7:30 PM held at the Police/Emergency Management building.

The Island Heights Board of Education re-
organization meeting is scheduled for Monday, April 25, 2005.  Workshop begins at 7:00PM and the meeting begins at 7:30 PM, held at the Island Heights Grade School, 115 Summit Avenue, Island Heights.
The Municipal Clerk’s Office, Tax & Water/Sewer Office and Finance/Purchasing are open Monday – Friday 9:00 AM until 3:00 PM and Monday evening 6:00 PM until 8:00 PM.  Please call the Borough Hall at (732) 270-6415 for days and times of offices not listed above.

newsletter@islandheightsgov.com

Mayor David Siddons (732) 929-1231

Council Member John Bendel (732) 288-1983

April D. Elley, Newsletter Editor (732) 270-6415
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