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Mayor and Council Newsletter


Borough of Island Heights

Council Meeting

March 28, 2006

_______________________________________________________________________


Agenda items are listed in the order that they were acted upon.  Each agenda item is summarized.  The mayor and/or council member familiar with the action is listed along with a telephone number.  Bulleted items were not part of the agenda but are for informational purposes.
Mayor David M. Siddons - Present

Council members present:  Michael L. Frankovich, Jim Biggs, Brian Hall, Karen Hershey, Betsy Hyle, Fred Rosenfeld
Council members absent:  None
Presentation of Plaques for 50 and 25 years of volunteer service to the borough.

Summary:  Mayor David Siddons made a presentation of plaques commemorating 50 years of service to the Island Heights volunteer fire company to Al Gabriel and Tim Cagney.  Mayor Siddons thanked both individuals for their long and dedicated service to the Borough of Island Heights.  He also made a presentation to Brian Gabriel for 25 years of service to the Island Heights volunteer fire company.  Council President Michael Frankovich read the inscriptions on the plaques prior to the presentation.  Council Member Betsy Hyle read the inscription on a plaque presented to Robert Hoxworth, Sr. who had achieved 25 years of dedicated service to the Island Heights first aid squad.  Mayor Siddons thanked Bob for his long and dedicated service to the Borough of Island Heights.  For detail contact:  Adrian Fanning, Administrator/CFO (732) 270-6415, David M. Siddons, Mayor (732) 929-1231  

Resolution 2006 – 19 by the Mayor and Council recognizing 25 years of service, Robert R. Hoxworth, Sr.

Summary:  The Mayor and Council Members unanimously approved a resolution recognizing 25 years of service, Robert R. Hoxworth, Sr.  

See presentation of plaques above.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning, Administrator/CFO (732) 270-6415, David M. Siddons, Mayor (732) 929-1231

Proclamation – National Library Week April 2 through April 8, 2006.

Summary:  The Mayor issued a proclamation declaring the week of April 2 through 8, 2006 as National Library Week.  The theme of national 
library week is “Change Begins @ Your Library”.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning, Administrator/CFO (732) 270-6415, David M. Siddons, Mayor (732) 929-1231

1.  Adopt Resolution 2006 - 26 entitled, RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF ISLAND HEIGHTS, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, MUNICIPALITIES IN SOUND FISCAL CONDITION TO ASSUME THE RESPONSIBILITY, NORMALLY GRANTED TO THE DIRECTOR OF THE DIVISION OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT SERVICES, OF CONDUCTING THE ANNUAL BUDGET EXAMINATION.
Summary:  The Mayor and Council Members unanimously approved a resolution authorizing municipalities in sound fiscal condition to assume the responsibility, normally granted to the director of the division of local government services, of conducting, the annual budget examination.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning, Administrator/CFO (732) 270-6415, David M. Siddons, Mayor (732) 929-1231
2.  Introduction of the 2006 Municipal Budget and the 2006 – 2008 Capital Budget.

Summary:  The Mayor and Council Members unanimously approved the introduction of the 2006 municipal budget.  The budget will be printed in the April 7, 2006 edition of the Ocean County Observer.  Copies of the budget are available in the borough hall.  The public hearing is scheduled for the April 25, 2006 council meeting.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning, Administrator/CFO (732) 270-6415, David M. Siddons, Mayor (732) 929-1231

3.  First reading and introduction of Ordinance 2006 – 01 entitled, AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF ISLAND HEIGHTS, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AUTHORIZING TO EXCEED THE MUNICIPAL BUDGET APPROPRIATION LIMITS AND TO ESTABLISH A CAP BANK (N.J.S.A. 40A:4-45.14)

Summary:  After first reading and introduction of ordinance 2006 - 01, the Mayor and Council Members unanimously approved an ordinance authorizing calendar year 2006 ordinance to exceed the municipal budget appropriation limits and to establish a cap bank per N.J.S.A. 40A:4-45.14.  This ordinance is in accordance with the budgeting procedures, which permits the borough to increase appropriations within the capped portion of the budget to a maximum of 3.5% over the previous year.  The additional 1% increase amounts to $14,025.00.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning, Administrator/CFO (732) 270-6415, David M. Siddons, Mayor (732) 929-1231

4.  First reading and introduction of Ordinance 2006 – 02 entitled, AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF ISLAND HEIGHTS, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AUTHORIZING IMPROVEMENTS FOR THE FIVE YEAR RECREATION PLAN, AND FOR THE PURCHASE OF RECREATION EQUIPMENT AND GRADING OF MEMORIAL FIELD AND APPROPRIATING $75,000. THEREFORE AND PROVIDING FOR THE ISSUANCE OF $65,000. IN GENERAL IMPROVEMENT BONDS.

Summary:  After first reading and introduction of ordinance 2006 – 02, the Mayor and Council Members unanimously approved an ordinance authorizing improvements for the five year recreation plan, and for the purchase of recreation equipment and grading of Memorial Field, and appropriating $75,000.00.  Friends of Recreation donated $10,000.00 toward the cost of this project.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning, Administrator/CFO (732) 270-6415, David M. Siddons, Mayor (732) 929-1231

5.  First reading and introduction of Ordinance 2006 – 03 entitled, AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF ISLAND HEIGHTS, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AUTHORIZING THE PURCHASE OF A RECYCLING TRUCK, AND APPROPRIATING $160,000. THEREFORE AND PROVIDING FOR THE ISSUANCE OF $152,000. IN GENERAL IMPROVEMENT BONDS OR NOTES TO FINANCE THE SAME.

Summary:  After first reading and introduction of ordinance 2006 – 03, with one no vote, the Mayor and Council Members approved the purchase of a recycling truck, and appropriating $160,000.00.
For details contact:  Adrian Fanning, Administrator/CFO (732) 270-6415, David M. Siddons, Mayor (732) 929-1231 

6.  Approve payment of obligations chargeable to the 2005 operating budget, and the 2006 temporary operating budget.
Summary:  The Mayor and Council Members unanimously approved the obligations chargeable to the operating budgets.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning, Administrator/CFO (732) 270-6415, David M. Siddons, Mayor (732) 929-1231
7.  Approve agreement for animal control services between the Borough of Island Heights and Shore Animal Control.
Summary:  The Mayor and Council Members unanimously approved an agreement with Shore Animal Control to provide animal control services within the Borough of Island Heights.  The new contract increases the call out fee from $50.00 to $60.00.  The contract expires on June 20, 2007.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning, Administrator/CFO (732) 270-6415, David M. Siddons, Mayor (732) 929-1231
8.  Adopt Resolution 2006 – 25 entitled, RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF ISLAND HEIGHTS, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF 

NEW JERSEY, TO ENTER INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION.

Summary:  The Mayor and Council Members unanimously approved a resolution to enter into executive session.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning, Administrator/CFO (732) 270-6415, David M. Siddons, Mayor (732) 929-1231  
Liaison Reports
Mayor David M. Siddons reported that there was a partial failure to the River Avenue bulkhead.  The county engineering and bridge departments have been notified, and two meetings with the county have been held to date.  As a result of the failure of the bulkhead, the new boardwalk had moved slightly and repair work will be needed to rectify the problem.  The county and the borough will work together to repair the damage.  He also reported that he had contacted Congressman Saxton’s office to assist with the mail delivery problem at the post office.  Some improvement in service has been noticed, but the borough is still awaiting a reply to a letter that was sent to the post office asking for a survey of home delivery within the borough.        
Council Member Jim Biggs reported that the building department took in $1,388 in permit fees for February.       
Council Member Karen L. Hershey reported that the annual Easter egg hunt will take place on Saturday, April 15, 2006 at Memorial field at 10:00 AM.  The recreation committee is grateful to the Easter Bunny for making time in his busy schedule to greet the children at this event.  The rain date is Sunday, April 16, 2006 at 1:00 PM.  Ms. Hershey also reported that the Ocean County Health Department is recruiting individuals to serve in the Medical Reserve Corp.  The health department is accepting applications from health care workers as well as community volunteers to provide services to county residents in the event of a public health emergency.  Training will be provided by the county.  Interested individuals should contact Mary Gibson at (732) 341-9700 ext. 7280.  
Council Member Brian Hall reported that the borough had borrowed a recycling truck from Seaside Heights after the loaner truck from Seaside Park was returned earlier in March.  He also stated that the borough should know early in April the results of the application to the county for a mini grant for the new recycling center.   
Council Member Betsy Hyle reported on the Island Heights Grade School budget.  The Board of Education and the Superintendent did a commendable job of presenting the school budget at its public hearing on Monday.  The team worked diligently to keep this budget in line with last year.  A well designed packet of information was made available that details the 2006/2007 budget.  For a copy of the budget proposal or more information, contact the Board of Education or the School Superintendent, John Lichtenberg.  
In addition, Council Member Hyle mentioned Earth Day.  Just a reminder, we are planning an exciting and fulfilling “Earth Day 2006” for April 22nd.  Please look over and save the Earth Day insert in this edition of the newsletter.  We need your commitment and volunteerism to make this a great event.
Council Member Fred Rosenfeld reported that the police, year to date have had over 3,600 calls to service.  In the last two weeks, 39 motor vehicles have been stopped, 20 warnings issued and 24 summons issued.  Twelve investigative reports have been issued.  In addition, the police department has made the recommendation that the area in front of the school be zoned a two hour parking area, and that Simpson Avenue be designated a one way street during school drop off periods.  This proactive recommendation should go a long way to alleviating the school parking issues.  Council Member Rosenfeld commended the police for being so tolerant of the working conditions in the Police Headquarters during this ten month long renovation process.  While no date has been given, the end is in sight, unless the newly recognized structural problems prove to be more major then thought at this time.
Finally, Mr. Rosenfeld encourages residents to submit digital photos for use in the construction of the borough website. 

Privilege of the Floor

These subjects were discussed during Privilege of the Floor:

Light on Central Avenue / Route 37
Barnegat Bay Festival on June 3, 2007

New playground equipment
A. Lee Penman Plaque
Other Borough Actions

Approve use of Camp Meeting Ground / Senior Park by the 1st United Methodist Church for Easter Sunrise Services on April 17, 2006 at 7:00 AM.
Summary:  The Mayor and Council Members unanimously approved the 1st United Methodist Church use of Camp Meeting Ground / Senior Park for Easter Sunrise Services on April 17, 2006 at 7:00 AM.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning, Administrator/CFO (732) 270-6415, David M. Siddons, Mayor (732) 929-1231

Approve installation of an environmental kiosk at River Avenue bulkhead.

Summary:  The Mayor and Council Members unanimously approved the installation of an environmental kiosk at the River Avenue bulkhead.  The River Avenue kiosk will be funded by grant money, and will be installed by our public works department.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning, Administrator/CFO (732) 270-6415, Karen L. Hershey, Council Member (732) 288-0388
Adopt Resolution 2006 – 27 entitled, RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF ISLAND HEIGHTS, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, DECLARING AN EMERGENCY SITUATION IN RESPECT TO RECYCLING AND NON-EXISTENCE OF A RECYCLING TRUCK WITHIN THE BOROUGH.

Summary:  The Mayor and Council Members unanimously approved a resolution declaring an emergency situation in respect to recycling and non-existence of a recycling truck within the borough.  See item 5 above.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning, Administrator/CFO (732) 270-6415, Brian Hall, Council Member (732) 288-9483  

Other Items of Interest
The Island Heights Board of Health regularly scheduled meeting is Tuesday, April 11, 2006 at 9:00 AM held at the borough hall.
The Mayor and Council regularly scheduled meeting is Tuesday, April 11, 2006 at 7:00 PM held at the borough hall.

The Island Heights Recreation Committee will hold the Annual Easter egg hunt 10:00 AM on Saturday, April 15, 2006 on Memorial Field, corner of Lake and Maple Avenues.  The egg hunt is open to all Island Heights children through 6th grade.  The rain date shall be Easter Sunday, April 16, 2006 at 1:00 PM.
 The Island Heights School Board Election is Tuesday, April 18, 2006.  Vote at the Borough Hall from 2:00 PM until 9:00 PM.

The Island Heights Environmental Committee regularly scheduled meeting is Wednesday, April 19, 2006 at 7:00 PM held at the borough hall.

The Island Heights Recreation Committee regularly scheduled meeting is Monday, April 24, 2006 at 7:30 PM held at the borough hall.

The Mayor and Council regularly scheduled meeting is Tuesday, April 25, 2006 at 7:00 PM held at the borough hall.

The Central Regional School Board regularly scheduled meeting is Thursday, April 27, 2006 at 7:00 PM at the Board of Education building, Forest Hills Parkway, Bayville.
SPECIAL NOTE OF THANKS

TO

Robert Harjes and Al Gabriel

for their donation of time and 

materials in restoring the plaque honoring

the late Arthur Lee Penman, a Councilman

in the Borough of Island Heights from 

July 1, 1996 to January 30, 2002

Island Heights First Aid Squad

Lake and Central Avenues, Island Heights

Annual Easter Flower Sale

Thursday, April 13, 2006  Noon until 6:00 PM

Friday, April 14, 2006  9:00 AM until 6:00 PM

Saturday, April 15, 2006  9:00 AM until Sell Out
Animal Census To Begin

On Monday, May 15, 2006
By statute, New Jersey requires each municipality to conduct a dog census every two years.  Residents are reminded to have their dogs and cats licensed.  Margaret DellaPietro (Shore Animal) will be going door to door to conduct this census.  Upon arrival Ms. DellaPietro will provide Borough of Island Heights identification.
Recreational Badges

Available at Borough Hall
Purchased through May 31, 2006

12 Years of Age and Older

Season - $12.00

Weekly - $5.00

Daily - $3.00

Effective 

June 1, 2006 through December 31, 2006

12 Years of Age and Older

Season - $20.00

Weekly - $10.00

Daily - $5.00

ISLAND HEIGHTS

RECREATION COMMITTEE

ANNUAL EASTER EGG HUNT

Memorial Field
Saturday, April 15, 2006 10:00 AM

Rain Date – Sunday, April 16, 2006 1:00 PM

The Municipal Clerk’s Office, Tax & Water/Sewer Office and Finance/Purchasing are open Monday – Friday 9:00 AM until 3:00 PM and Monday evening 6:00 PM until 8:00 PM.  Please call the Borough Hall at (732) 270-6415 for days and times of offices not listed above.

Newsletter1@islandheightsgov.com

Mayor David M. Siddons (732) 929-1231

Council Member Karen Hershey (732) 288-0388

April D. Elley, Newsletter Editor (732) 270-6415
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