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Mayor and Council Newsletter


Borough of Island Heights

Council Meeting

April 25, 2006

_______________________________________________________________________


Agenda items are listed in the order that they were acted upon.  Each agenda item is summarized.  The mayor and/or council member familiar with the action is listed along with a telephone number.  Bulleted items were not part of the agenda but are for informational purposes.
Mayor David M. Siddons - Present

Council members present:  Michael L. Frankovich, Jim Biggs, Brian Hall, Karen Hershey, Betsy Hyle, Fred Rosenfeld
Council members absent:  None
1.  Adopt the 2006 Municipal Budget and Tax Resolution.

2.  Public Hearing on the 2006 Municipal Budget.

Summary:  The public hearing on the 2006 municipal budget, which was introduced on March 28, 2006, was held at this meeting.  The budget calls for a one cent increase over last year.  The borough auditor explained that a reduction in state revenue of $71,250.00 from last year for the “cops grant” is the main reason for the tax increase this year.  After a brief discussion and a number of questions from the public, the Mayor and Council Members unanimously approved the adoption of the 2006 municipal budget.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning, Administrator/CFO (732) 270-6415, David M. Siddons, Mayor (732) 929-1231

3.  Approve payment of obligations chargeable to the 2005 operating budget, and the 2006 temporary operating budget.

Summary:  The Mayor and Council Members unanimously approved the obligations chargeable to the operating budgets.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning, Administrator/CFO (732) 270-6415, David M. Siddons, Mayor (732) 929-1231

4.  Approve the purchase of a 25 yard recycling truck:  subject to attorney review and the availability of funds. 

Model:  Loadmaster Excel 25 cubic yard high compaction rear loading refuse Packer body – mounted on Sterling LT 7500 chassis – factory demonstrator.

Vendor:  Detcon – 5039 Industrial Road, Farmingdale, New Jersey  07727

Price:  $117,930.00

Summary:  The Mayor and Council Members unanimously approved the purchase of a 25 yard recycling truck (subject to attorney review and the availability of funds) from Detcon in the amount of $117,930.00.  For details contact: E. Jay Price, Assistant Superintendent of Public Works (732) 270-6424, Adrian Fanning, Administrator/CFO (732) 270-6415, Brian Hall, Council Member (732) 288-9483  
5.  Approve request from the Barnegat Bay Estuary Program for use of the borough hall 
for their program festival committee meeting to be held on Thursday, May 11, 2006 from 2:00 PM to 4:00 PM (certificate of insurance on file)
Summary:  The Mayor and Council Members unanimously approved a request from Barnegat Bay Estuary Program for use of the borough hall for their program festival committee meeting to be held on Thursday, May 11, 2006 from 2:00 PM to 4:00 PM.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning, Administrator/CFO (732) 270-6415, Michael L. Frankovich, Council President (732) 506-6641, David M. Siddons, Mayor (732) 929-1231 
6.  Adopt Resolution 2006 – 34 entitled, RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF ISLAND HEIGHTS, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, CONGRATULATING EMILY HOLMAN ON HER RETIREMENT FROM THE OCEAN COUNTY LIBRARY.
Summary:  The Mayor and Council Members unanimously approved a resolution congratulating Emily Holman on her retirement from the Ocean County Library.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning, Administrator/CFO (732) 270-6415, David M. Siddons, Mayor (732) 929-1231  
7.  Approve application for special permit for social affair (ABC) license for the Island Heights Fire Co. #1:  DOE:  June 24, 2006
Summary:  With one abstention, the Mayor and Council Members approved an application for special permit for social affair (ABC) license for the Island Heights Fire Co. #1, the date of event is June 24, 2006.  For details contact:  Ellie Rogalski, Borough Clerk (732) 270-6415, David M. Siddons, Mayor (732) 929-1231
8.  Adopt Resolution 2006 – 33 entitled, RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF ISLAND HEIGHTS, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF 

NEW JERSEY, TO ENTER INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION.

Summary:  There were no items for closed session; therefore this resolution was not acted upon.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning, Administrator/CFO (732) 270-6415, David M. Siddons, Mayor (732) 929-1231

Liaison Reports
Mayor David M. Siddons reported that he and the administrator would be attending a meeting at Central Regional High School to discus the defeated school budget.  He also stated that he would be asking council to approve a resolution for engineering services for the period of May 11, 2006 through June 30, 2006.  Requests for quotations for engineering services would be advertised, and it is hoped to have responses by the meeting of May 11, 2006.
Council President Michael L. Frankovich spoke about the Ad Hoc committee on Central Regional.  He reported that due to vacations, the school board election and the reorganization of the Board of Education, the Ad Hoc committee was unable to meet.  Mr. Frankovich deferred to borough attorney Robert Greitz who reviewed the process of dissolution and what option would be open to the borough.  It is expected that Seaside Park will appeal the County Superintendent's report to the state.  Once that occurs, the borough has 15 days to respond.  The attorney's recommendation was to take no action at this time, as we will likely have to take action again after Seaside Park files with state.  Mr. Frankovich further stated that he hoped to have the Ad Hoc meeting prior to the next council meeting.

Council Member Jim Biggs reported that the March receipts from zoning and code enforcement amounted to $1,236.00.  He also stated that he is a member of the New Jersey State League of Municipalities legislation committee and would keep mayor and council informed of activities of that committee.   
Council Member Karen L. Hershey reported that the recreation committee is moving forward with the playground project.  The committee is hoping to have the playground up and running this summer.  Also, Ms. Hershey welcomed home Lance Corporal Michael Lemanski.  Michael, who joined the marines after high school, recently completed a tour of duty in Felucia, Iraq.  Ms. Hershey, on behalf of the Mayor and Council, thanked Lance Corporal Lemanski for his service to our country. 
Council Member Brian Hall reported that the River Avenue project was moving ahead and that the curbs had been installed.  He asked for input from the residents as to what to do with the area between the new boardwalk and curbing.  A number of suggestions had been made, but he would like more input.  He also stated that a situation at Lake Drive dock had been taken care of by public works.  He wanted to remind homeowners, especially those who employ landscapers, that blowing leaves and grass clippings onto the street is no longer permissible under the newly adopted storm water management regulations.  He further stated that the police are now back in the police department side of the building and that we will be finishing up with the emergency management section next.          
Council Member Betsy Hyle reported that she and Mary Judge would like to thank everyone who volunteered or donated time or services to make Earth Day 2006 a wonderful event.  More than a dozen residents braved the chill and wind on Saturday morning to help clean up at Wanamaker, Summit Avenue Beach, Memorial Field and along Lake Avenue.  About 100 folks (lots of kids) took advantage of the educational opportunities, exhibits and crafts set up in town hall.  On Thursday, public works installed the new kiosk down at River Avenue.  Please stop by and take a look.  On Friday, the grade school students enjoyed a terrific Earth Day Assembly presented by Tanya Oznowich from DEP…rumor has it that Smokey the Bear got so caught up in the event, he lost his head.  All in all a great event…we look forward to a bigger and better celebration next year.  In addition, Mrs. Hyle reported that last night, the school board held its reorganization meeting at which time the newly elected board members were sworn in.  The board elected Robert Wilber Jr. as school board president and Marnel Winn as Vice-President.  During the regular meeting, there was discussion of the impending deadline this Thursday by which to respond to the Ocean County Schools Superintendent’s report on dissolution.  In light of the recent election and the newly installed board members, the board chose not to take any action last night, and voted to hold an emergency board meeting this Thursday, April 27 at 3:00 PM in the school gym.  This meeting will be held in accordance with the emergent meetings criteria set by the Open Public Meetings act, and will be open to the public and public comment will be allowed.  This meeting will be time-sensitive as the board must take action in time to meet the 5:00 PM deadline set by the rules governing the dissolution appeals process. 
Council Member Fred Rosenfeld reported on the police department; year to date 4,883 calls to service.  Since April 12th, 92 motor vehicle stops with 62 warnings and 36 summonses issued.
Thirteen investigation, with three criminal mischief reports to property, seven arrests consisting of  four assault arrests,  one drug arrest, one warrant arrest and one state arrest, three motor vehicle accidents and two theft reports.  Residents are advised that if they are going to be on vacation this summer, they should register with the police and be put on the "vacant house check" list.  In addition, Mr. Rosenfeld reported on the web site.  The official name of our new site is www.islandheightsboro.com.  Within two weeks the site should be mostly complete.  Features will include a community wide interactive calendar, an interactive forum for community discussion and a blog feature.  Borough departments will include individual emails so residents can direct a question to the appropriate official, pay to play and bid/purchases requirements, as well as complete borough codes.  Community organizations will have their own pages.  A meeting will be held with these organizations to instruct them on how to administer these sites.  In addition links will be made to the Ocean County web sites. 
Privilege of the Floor

These subjects were discussed during Privilege of the Floor:

Fishing licenses
Docking at Central Avenue

Central Regional study

Ad Hoc committee on Central Regional

Use of recreational fields

Municipal budget

Recycling truck
Other Borough Actions

Adopt Resolution 2006 – 35 entitled, RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF ISLAND HEIGHTS, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF 

NEW JERSEY, APPROVING THE ADVERTISEMENT AND RECEIPT OF BID PROPOSALS FOR BOROUGH ENGINEER.

Summary:  The Mayor and Council Members unanimously approved a resolution approving the advertisement and receipt of bid proposals for borough engineer.  The proposal covers the period May 11, 2006 through June 30, 2006.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning, Administrator/CFO (732) 270-6415, David M. Siddons, Mayor (732) 929-1231
First reading and introduction of Ordinance 2006 – 05 entitled, AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF ISLAND HEIGHTS,

COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING CHAPTER XIX (PARKS, RECREATION AREAS AND OTHER PUBLIC PLACES) OF THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE BOROUGH OF ISLAND HEIGHTS, ADDING AND DESIGNATING THE WANAMAKER HALL SITE TO THE BOROUGH’S RECREATION AND OPEN SPACE INVENTORY.
Summary:  After first reading and introduction on ordinance 2006 - 05 the Mayor and Council Members unanimously approved an ordinance amending and supplementing Chapter XIX of the revised general ordinances of the Borough of Island Heights, adding and designating the Wanamaker Hall site to the borough’s recreation and open space inventory.  This ordinance is in response to a request from the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection (DEP), Natural and Historic Resources where the DEP asked the borough to mitigate the loss of Wanamaker Hall by: 1. Adding the Wanamaker Hall site, excluding the borough municipal building complex, to the borough recreation and open space inventory; and 2.  Construct an interpretive panel (which has to be approved the New Jersey Historic Preservation Office) that will help those who visit the site understand the Wanamaker camp history of the site. For details contact:  Adrian Fanning, Administrator/CFO (732) 270-6415, David M. Siddons, Mayor (732) 929-1231-6415
Other Items of Interest
 Island Heights Municipal Election is Tuesday, May 9, 2006.  Vote at the borough hall between the hours of 6:00 AM until 8:00 PM.
The Island Heights Board of Health regularly scheduled meeting is Tuesday, May 9, 2006 at 9:00 AM held at the borough hall.
The Island Heights Planning Board regularly scheduled meeting is Wednesday, May 10, 2006 at 7:00 PM held at the borough hall.
The Mayor and Council regularly scheduled meeting is Thursday, May 11, 2006 at 7:00 PM held at the borough hall.
The Island Heights Environmental Committee regularly scheduled meeting is Wednesday, May 17, 2006 at 7:00 PM held at the borough hall.
The Island Heights Recreation Committee regularly scheduled meeting is Monday, May 22, 2006 at 7:30 PM held at the borough hall.
The Mayor and Council regularly scheduled meeting is Tuesday, May 23, 2006 at 7:00 PM held at the borough hall.
The Central Regional School Board regularly scheduled meeting is Thursday, May 25, 2006 at 7:00 PM at the Board of Education building, Forest Hills Parkway, Bayville.
    The Navesink Brass sponsored by the Ocean County Library, Island Heights branch, and the Borough of Island Heights shall provide a concert at the Central Avenue pavilion on Friday, May 26, 2006 at 7:00 PM.

All borough offices will be closed on Monday, May 29, 2006 in observance of Memorial Day.
Animal Census To Begin

On Monday, May 15, 2006
By statute, New Jersey requires each municipality to conduct a dog census every two years.  Residents are reminded to have their dogs and cats licensed.  Margaret DellaPietro (Shore Animal) will be going door to door to conduct this census.  Upon arrival Ms. DellaPietro will provide Borough of Island Heights identification.
Recreational Badges

Available at Borough Hall
Purchased through May 31, 2006

12 Years of Age and Older

Season - $12.00

Weekly - $5.00

Daily - $3.00

Purchased after May 31, 2006 

(June 1, 2006 through December 31, 2006)
12 Years of Age and Older

Season - $20.00

Weekly - $10.00

Daily - $5.00

The Municipal Clerk’s Office, Tax & Water/Sewer Office and Finance/Purchasing are open Monday – Friday 9:00 AM until 3:00 PM and Monday evening 6:00 PM until 8:00 PM.  Please call the Borough Hall at (732) 270-6415 for days and times of offices not listed above.
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Mayor David M. Siddons (732) 929-1231

Council Member Karen Hershey (732) 288-0388

April D. Elley, Newsletter Editor (732) 270-6415
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