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Mayor and Council Newsletter


Borough of Island Heights

Council Meeting

June 27, 2006

_______________________________________________________________________


Agenda items are listed in the order that they were acted upon.  Each agenda item is summarized.  The mayor and/or council member familiar with the action is listed along with a telephone number.  Bulleted items were not part of the agenda but are for informational purposes.
Mayor David M. Siddons - Present

Council members present:  Michael L. Frankovich, Jim Biggs, Brian Hall, Karen Hershey, Betsy Hyle, Fred Rosenfeld
Council members absent:  None
Presentations of gift donations from the OceanFirst Foundation to the Island Heights First Aid Squad and the Island Heights Volunteer Fire Co., Station 53.

Summary:  Trish Siciliano, Branch Manager, Toms River Office and Kathy Durante, Executive Director of the OceanFirst Foundation presented checks to the Island Heights First Aid Squad and the Island Heights Volunteer Fire Co., Station 53.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning, Administrator/CFO (732) 270-6415, David M. Siddons, Mayor (732) 929-1231
Presentation

On behalf of the Borough and the Governing Body, Mayor David M. Siddons presented a plaque to Councilman Jim Biggs for his years of service to the borough.
1.  Adopt Resolution 2006 – 48 entitled, RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF ISLAND HEIGHTS, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, RECOGNIZING TYLER YETMAN FOR HAVING ATTAINED THE RANK OF EAGLE SCOUT.
Summary:  This item was tabled.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning, Administrator/CFO (732) 270-6415, David M. Siddons, Mayor (732) 929-1231-6415
2.  Adopt Resolution 2006 – 49 entitled, RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF ISLAND HEIGHTS, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, RECOGNIZING PATRICK JOSEPH HENDERSON FOR HAVING ATTAINED THE RANK OF EAGLE SCOUT.

Summary:  This item was tabled.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning, Administrator/CFO (732) 270-6415, David M. Siddons, Mayor (732) 929-1231-6415  

3. Adopt Resolution 2006 – 50 entitled, RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING APPLICATION FOR AN INTERIM LOAN FROM THE NEW JERSEY ENVIRONMENTAL 
INFRASTRUCTURE INTERIM FINANCING 2006 PROGRAM. 
Summary:  With one abstention, the Mayor and Council Members approved a resolution authorizing an interim loan from the New Jersey Environmental Infrastructure Interim Financing 2006 program.  The borough has an outstanding bond anticipation note (BAN) in the amount of $408,500.00 for the construction of well #9.  This note matures in September 2006, and has an interest rate of 4.25%.  The borough has applied for a 2% loan from the New Jersey Environmental Infrastructure Trust for well #9, but this money will not be available until November 2006.  The trust also has an interim short term interest free loan program which will allow the borough to pay off the September BAN and later in November 2006 take the low interest 2% loan for a 20 year period for well #9.  This low interest loan will save the borough in excess of $100,000.00 in interest payments over the 20 year period.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning, Administrator/CFO (732) 270-6415, David M. Siddons, Mayor (732) 929-1231 
4.  Adopt Resolution 2006 – 51 entitled, RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF ISLAND HEIGHTS, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, DETERMINING THE FORM AND OTHER DETAILS OF ITS “NOTE RELATING TO THE INTERIM FINANCING 2006 TRUST 
LOAN PROGRAM OF THE NEW JERSEY ENVIRONMENTAL INFRASTRUCTURE TRUST”, TO BE ISSUED IN THE PRINCIPAL AMOUNT OF UP TO $408,500.00 AND PROVIDING FOR THE ISSUANCE AND SALE OF SUCH NOTE TO THE NEW JERSEY ENVIRONMENTAL INFRASTRUCTURE TRUST, AND AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION AND DELIVERY OF SUCH NOTE BY THE BOROUGH OF ISLAND HEIGHTS IN A FAVOR OF THE NEW JERSEY ENVIRONMENTAL INFRASTRUCTURE TRUST, ALL PURSUANT TO THE NEW JERSEY ENVIRONMENTAL INFRASTRUCTURE TRUST INTERIM FINANCING 2006 TRUST LOAN PROGRAM. 
Summary:  With one abstention, the Mayor and Council Members approved a resolution determining the form and other details of its “note relating to the interim financing 2006 trust loan program of the New Jersey Environmental Infrastructure Trust”, to be issued in the principal amount of up to $408,500.00 and providing for the issuance and sale of such note to the New Jersey Environmental Infrastructure Trust, and authorizing the execution and delivery of such note by the Borough of Island Heights in a favor of the New Jersey Environmental Infrastructure Trust, all pursuant to the New Jersey Environmental Infrastructure Trust interim financing 2006 trust loan program.  See item 3 above.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning, Administrator/CFO (732) 270-6415, David M. Siddons, Mayor (732) 929-1231-6415  

5.  Approve request from the First United Methodist Church of Island Heights, for use of the Camp Meeting Ground on Sunday, July 9th, 2006 for their annual informal summer service and picnic supper.
Summary:  The Mayor and Council Members unanimously approved a request from the First United Methodist Church of Island Heights for the use of the Camp Meeting Ground on Sunday, July 9, 2006 for their annual informal summer service and picnic supper.  For details contact:  Ellie Rogalski, Borough Clerk (732) 270-6415, David M. Siddons, Mayor (732) 929-1231
6.  Approve payment of obligations chargeable to the 2006 operating budget.

Summary:  The Mayor and Council Members unanimously approved the obligations chargeable to the operating budgets.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning, Administrator/CFO (732) 270-6415, David M. Siddons, Mayor (732) 929-1231

7.  Approve minutes from the following meetings:  May 11, May 23 and June 13, 2006.

Summary:  The Mayor and Council Members unanimously approved the minutes from the May 11, May 23 and June 13, 2006 regular council meetings.  For details contact:  Ellie Rogalski, Borough Clerk (732) 270-6415, David M. Siddons, Mayor (732) 929-1231  

8.  Approve request from Peggy Riley and Emil Cordasco for use of the pavilion on Saturday, July 29, 2006 at 1:00 PM.  Certificate of Insurance on file.

Summary:  The Mayor and Council Members unanimously approved a request from Peggy Riley and Emil Cordasco for use of the pavilion on Saturday, July 29, 2006 at 1:00 PM.  For details contact:  Ellie Rogalski, Borough Clerk (732) 270-6415, David M. Siddons, Mayor (732) 929-1231  

9.  Approve request from Kathleen Strawder, Scoutmaster Troop 29 for use of a small section of the Summit Avenue Beach, on July 13th, 2006 from 6: 30 P.M. - 8:30 P.M., Certificate of insurance will be supplied by the Scout Counsel.

Summary:  The Mayor and Council Members unanimously approved a request from Kathleen Strawder, Scoutmaster Troop 29 for use of a small section of the Summit Avenue beach on July 13, 2006 from 6:30 PM to 8:30 PM.  For details contact:  Ellie Rogalski, Borough Clerk (732) 270-6415, David M. Siddons, Mayor (732) 929-1231  

10.  Adopt Resolution 2006 – 52 entitled, RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF ISLAND HEIGHTS, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF 
NEW JERSEY, TO ENTER INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION.
Summary:  There were no items for closed session; therefore this resolution was not acted upon.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning, Administrator/CFO (732) 270-6415, David M. Siddons, Mayor (732) 929-1231
Liaison Reports
Council Member Jim Biggs reported on the 2005 FAIR rebate information.  The deadline for seniors and disabled homeowners to file their 2005 FAIR homeowners rebate and 2005 Senior Freeze (Property Tax Reimbursement) applications has been extended from June 1, 2006 to August 15, 2006.  The deadline for filing 2005 Senior Freeze (Property Tax Reimbursement) applications has been extended to August 15 from the original June 1 due date.  General information is available at www.state.nj.us/treasury/taxation/fair/trhomeowner.htm.  In addition, Mr. Biggs reported on the 2006 Historic Preservation Grants.  The New Jersey Historic Trust announced that applications are now available for the 2006 round of historic preservation grants.  The trust is supporting two initiatives this year:  adaptive, alternate uses for historic structures; and improved public interpretation of historic sites.  More information is available on the NJ Historic Trust website at www.njht.org.  Finally, Mr. Biggs reported that the zoning and code enforcement office brought in $3,388.00 in fees for the month of May, 2006. 
Council Member Brian Hall reported that there was problem with the Dirmitt Avenue pump station.  The borough electrician was very helpful but advised it would be in the best interest of the borough to call in the vendor who installed the equipment.  He then asked Al Gabriel to give a report on the River Avenue bulkhead.  Mr. Gabriel stated that on examination of a section of the River Avenue bulkhead it was noted that a large amount of water was trapped behind the old concrete bulkhead.  He also stated that we will be contacting the Ocean County Engineering Department to assist in the removal of part of the concrete bulkhead which will help alleviate the water problem.     
Council Member Karen Hershey reported that the environmental committee met last Wednesday.  The tree ordinance subcommittee will be convening Thursday to further review a draft tree ordinance which will be presented to the full committee in the near future.  Ms. Hershey also reported that the environmental committee chair Greg Heizler will be attending a Rutgers seminar on goose management.  In addition, Ms. Hershey said that last Saturday's camp out night was a huge success with more than 40 tents (and TeePees).  The annual Fourth of July parade is taking place this Tuesday, starting at Memorial field at 11:00 AM.  
Council Member Betsy Hyle reported that sometime overnight on Sunday June 25, vandals severely damaged the new environmental kiosk on the River Avenue boardwalk.  The Plexiglas was smashed and both doors were ripped off.  We are now looking into how we can better secure the kiosk so town residents can continue to benefit from the materials that were displayed there.  
Council Member Fred Rosenfeld reported on the police department.  As of date to year, the police have had 7,550 calls to service.  Since our last council meeting, there have been 50 motor vehicles stopped with 31 warning and 24 summons issued.  In addition, 12 investigative reports have been filed.  Mr. Rosenfeld also reported on the borough web site www.islandheightsboro.com.  This site, while still being worked on, is very functional and already holds a great deal of information.  Perhaps the most exciting part is the community discussion board.  You can register anonymously or with your real name.  For the sake of credibility, we encourage you to use your real name.  This is divided into three sections.  “Ask the Council” is a place to ask and receive public answers to questions you think the entire town might be interested.  The Mayor as a matter of policy will not answer a question that does not have a real name.  However, if one is concerned about privacy, you can send the Mayor a direct email, and he will answer privately.  This section is unofficial, and may not represent a policy making forum.  The second section is for posting anything of interest in the community.  The third section is a format to inform residents of upcoming activities which one might have an interest or involvement. 
 
Privilege of the Floor

These subjects were discussed during Privilege of the Floor:

Posting council minutes on web page
Bonding questions on Oak Avenue road project
Other Items of Interest
 The Mayor and Council Re-Organization is scheduled for Saturday, July 1, 2006 at 9:00 AM held at the borough hall.

The Board of Health regularly scheduled meeting is Tuesday, July 11, 2006 at 9:00 AM held at the borough hall.

The Planning Board regularly scheduled meeting is Wednesday, July 12, 2006 at 6:30 PM held at the borough hall.

The Mayor and Council regularly scheduled meeting is Tuesday, July 18, 2006 at 7:00 PM held at the borough hall.

The Environmental Committee regularly scheduled meeting is Wednesday, July 19, 2006 at 7:00 PM held at the borough hall.

The Recreation Committee regularly scheduled meeting is Monday, July 24, 2006 at 7:03 PM held at the borough hall.
The Municipal Clerk’s Office, Tax & Water/Sewer Office and Finance/Purchasing are open Monday – Friday 9:00 AM until 3:00 PM and Monday evening 6:00 PM until 8:00 PM.  Please call the Borough Hall at (732) 270-6415 for days and times of offices not listed above.
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