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Mayor and Council Newsletter


Borough of Island Heights

Council Meeting

January 23, 2007

_______________________________________________________________________


Agenda items are listed in the order that they were acted upon.  Each agenda item is summarized.  The mayor and/or council member familiar with the action is listed along with a telephone number.  Bulleted items were not part of the agenda but are for informational purposes.
Mayor David M. Siddons – Present
Council President Karen L. Hershey - Present

Council members present:   Michael L. Frankovich, Brian Hall, Greg Heizler, Betsy Hyle, Fred Rosenfeld
Council members absent:  None
1.  First Public Hearing for Community Development Block Grant 2007– As scheduled and advertised for January 23, 2007.

Summary:  The first public hearing regarding the funding availability from the community development block grant was held.  The purpose of the hearing is to invite comment on the housing and community development needs of the borough for the purpose of submitting an application for funding from the CDBG.  Mr. O’Donnell, borough engineer stated that borough is eligible for projects that aid borough seniors and handicapped residents, such as the removal of architectural barriers and senior dedicated projects.  Applications are available at the Ocean County Planning Board; contact Mrs. Diane Gavin, (732) 929-2054. Applications must be submitted to the borough by Friday, February 2, 2007 at 3:00 PM.  The second public hearing is scheduled for the February 6, 2007 council meeting.  For details contact:  Michael O’Donnell, Borough Engineer (732) 573-0490, Adrian Fanning, Administrator/CFO (732) 270-6415, David M. Siddons, Mayor 
2.  First reading and introduction of Ordinance 2007 – 01 entitled, AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF ISLAND HEIGHTS, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING CHAPTERS 19-2 AND 19-4 OF THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE BOROUGH OF ISLAND HEIGHTS TO REGULATE THE LOADING AND UPLOADING OF BOATS AND OTHER WATER VESSELS FROM THE BOROUGH OWNED PROPERTY AND ESTABLISHING A FEE FOR SAME.

Summary:  After first reading and introduction of ordinance 2007 - 01, with one abstention, the Mayor and Council Members approved an ordinance amending and supplementing Chapter 19-2 and 19-4 of the revised general ordinances of the Borough of Island Heights to regulate the loading and uploading of boats and other water vessels from the borough owned property and establishing a fee for same.  The ordinance also institutes a $500.00 fee for commercial uses.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning, Administrator/CFO (732) 270-6415, Betsy Hyle, Council Member Liaison
3.  Approve payment of obligations chargeable to the 2006 operating budget and the 2007 temporary operating budget.

Summary:  The Mayor and Council Members approved the obligations chargeable to the 
operating budgets.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning, Administrator/CFO (732) 270-6415, David M. Siddons, Mayor  
4.  Approve the following purchase order requests:
Police Department

Advanced H20 Solutions – Water Cooler Rental at $57.00 per month – Total $684.00

Motorworks -  Police Vehicle Maintenance – Total $1,177.60

Staples – GBC Shredder (16 sheet cross shredder) – Total $1,399.99
Administration
Trec – Printing – Total $595.00
Summary:  The Mayor and Council Members unanimously approved the issuance of purchase orders for all items listed above.  For details of police department contact:  Lt. Kevin Arnold (732) 270-3006, Adrian Fanning, Administrator/CFO (732) 270-6415, Fred Rosenfeld, Council Member Liaison.  For details of administration contact:  Adrian Fanning, Administrator/CFO (732) 270-7415, Michael L. Frankovich, Council Member Liaison
5.  Accept with regrets the resignation of Justin D’Alessio, part time regular police officer for the Island Heights Police Department, effective January 3, 2007.

Summary:  The Mayor and Council Members unanimously approved with regrets the resignation of Justin D’Alessio, part time regular police officer for the Island Heights Police Department, effective January 3, 2007.  For details contact:  Lt. Kevin Arnold (732) 270-3006, Adrian Fanning, Administrator/CFO (732) 270-6415, Fred Rosenfeld, Council Member Liaison 
6.  Adopt Resolution 2007 – 08 entitled, RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF ISLAND HEIGHTS, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, TO ENTER INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION.

The Mayor and Council Members unanimously approved a resolution to enter into executive session.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning, Administrator/CFO (732) 270-6415, David M. Siddons, Mayor
Liaison Reports
Council President Karen L. Hershey reported that after nearly a year of hard work and thoughtful deliberation, the Environmental Committee has approved a draft of a tree ordinance.  The Committee consulted with Toms River forester, Mike LaManna, who carefully reviewed the ordinance and provided valuable input.  The Committee also looked at a number of ordinances before putting pen to paper and used tree ordinances from Stafford, Tuckerton, Toms River and Summit as guide for this one.  The ordinance, however, is tailored to Island Heights.  Ms. Hershey presented the ordinance to Rob Grietz, the Borough attorney, for legal review.  After Mr. Greitz completes his legal review and provides feedback, the Committee will submit a revised version to Mayor and Council for review and approval.  Ms. Hershey also reported that the Recreation Committee is reviewing plans and events for the new year.  Residents can look forward to some new events in 2007.  Also, the grand opening for the new playground is scheduled for April.  Stay tuned for more info.
Council Member Michael L. Frankovich reported that the Ad Hoc committee met on January 10 and were finalizing the fact sheet.  The governing body reviewed and approved the fact sheet.  The Island Heights Board of Education was meeting Wednesday, January 24 and would be reviewing and approving the fact sheet.  It is expected to distribute the fact sheet in late January or the early part of February.
Council Member Brian Hall reported that the public works employees have spent time reorganizing the public works facility, and cleaning storm drains.  He also stated that he met with the borough engineer to finalize the recycling center bid for grading the facility and that the county would be doing the paving under schedule “c”.  The borough will be applying for a recycling grant in 2007 for cameras and lighting at the new facility.  He then addressed the poison ivy issue at the borough complex.  He stated that he was having difficulty locating a commercial company to treat the problem due to the fact that the poison ivy is located right next to the park.  He welcomed suggestions in dealing with the problem.    
Council Member Greg Heizler reported on the Post Office Advisory Committee.  The results of the survey are in and they are diffuse.  In all, we received 129 total responses to the survey.  That is less than 10% of the overall houses serviced by the post office.  The survey was set up in two parts.  The first was to place a numeric rating of 1 – 5 for eight different topics related to the postal service.  A “1” was “unacceptable, a “3” was average, and a “5” was excellent.  The second sought ideas on the problems and how to fix them.  The first analysis performed was to simply divide into the surveys into two categories, “average or above” and “below average”.  In total, 62 residents gave overall numerical rankings placing them in the “below average” category, while 67 residence ranked the post office as being “average or above”.  The second part of the survey asked for written replies to the question “If there was one thing that you could change regarding the Post Office, what would it be?”  The written responses were varied, but carried some particular themes.  (1) They are accuracy of mail delivery.  (2)  The belief that the post office should do a better job identifying us when there is no PO Box number on the envelope.  (3)  The length of time it takes to wait on line with yellow cards, and in general. (4)  The amount of traffic the post office causes in town, and (5) hours of operation make it difficult for commuters to get to the post office window except during a very narrow period of time on Saturdays.  There were several people who truly enjoy the post office experience stressing that the neighborly visits at the post offices are a vital part of the culture and the history of our community.  Others believed that the Borough would be best suited by at home delivery.  The post office advisory committee will draft a letter using these reports to high ranking postal officials in advance of a meeting to address our concerns and see where we go from here.  Thank you for your assistance in completing the survey.
Council Member Betsy Hyle reported on the Senior Advisory Committee:  Reminder that the Senior Survey is still being collected.  If you need a copy, stop by borough hall.  Also, our next event is Wednesday February 14th....Valentine's Day...a dessert get-together at the Central Beach Cafe from 2:00 PM – 4:00 PM.  It's free to our seniors 55+.  In addition, Mrs. Hyle reported on Earth Day.  We are gearing up for another terrific Earth Day this year (hopefully a sunny one).  If you are interested in serving on the planning committee please contact Betsy Hyle.
Council Member Fred Rosenfeld reported on the police department.  Year to date there have been 735 calls to service.  Since our last meeting, there have been 9 investigative reports, 3 arrests and 48 motor vehicle stops.  Residents are reminded that during an impending snow emergency all efforts must be made to park off the street to facilitate snow removal.
Privilege of the Floor

These subjects were discussed during Privilege of the Floor:

School Board recognition month 

Other Borough Actions

Motion to approve Central Regional Dissolution fact sheet as modified.

Summary:  The Mayor and Council Members unanimously approved the Central Regional Dissolution fact sheet as modified.  The fact sheet which was prepared by the Ad Hoc committee will be reviewed by the Island Heights School Board.  After their review and approval, the fact sheet will be made available to the public.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning, Administrator/CFO (732) 270-6415, Michael L. Frankovich, Council Member Liaison, Fred Rosenfeld, Council Member Liaison, Betsy Hyle, Council Member Liaison  

Other Items of Interest
The Island Heights Senior Advisory Committee regularly scheduled meeting is Thursday, February 1, 2007 at 6:00 PM held at the borough hall.

The Mayor and Council regularly scheduled meeting is Tuesday, February 6, 2007 at 7:00 PM held at the borough hall. (Previously scheduled for February 13, 2007)

All municipal offices will be closed on Monday, February 12, 2007 in observance of Lincoln’s birthday.
    The Island Heights Board of Education regularly scheduled meeting is Monday, February 12, 2007.  Workshop begins at 7:00 PM and the meeting begins at 7:30 PM, held at the Island Heights Grade School, 115 Summit Avenue, Island Heights.

The Island Heights Board of Health regularly scheduled meeting is Tuesday, February 13, 2007 at 9:00 AM held at the borough hall.

The Central Regional School Board regularly scheduled meeting is Thursday, February 15, 2007 at 7:00 PM at the Board of Education building, Forest Hills Parkway, Bayville.

All municipal offices will be closed on Monday, February 19, 2007 in observance of Washington’s birthday.
The Island Heights Municipal Alliance Committee (MAC) regularly scheduled meeting is Wednesday, February 21, 2007 at 3:00 PM held at the borough hall.

The Planning Board regularly scheduled meeting is Wednesday, February 21, 2007 at 6:30 PM held at the borough hall.

The Island Heights Environmental Committee regularly scheduled meeting is Wednesday, February 21, 2007 at 7:00 PM held at the borough hall.

The Island Recreation Committee regularly scheduled meeting is Monday, February 26, 2007 at 7:30 PM held at the borough hall.

The Mayor and Council regularly scheduled meeting is Tuesday, February 27, 2007 at 7:00 PM held at the borough hall.
The Municipal Clerk’s Office, Tax & Water/Sewer Office and Finance/Purchasing are open Monday – Friday 9:00 AM until 3:00 PM and Monday evening 6:00 PM until 8:00 PM.  Please call the Borough Hall at (732) 270-6415 for days and times of offices not listed above.

mayorcouncil@islandheightsgov.com
Mayor David M. Siddons
Council President Karen L. Hershey
April D. Elley, Newsletter Editor (732) 270-6415
PAGE  
2

