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Mayor and Council Newsletter


Borough of Island Heights

Council Meeting

February 27, 2007

_______________________________________________________________________


Agenda items are listed in the order that they were acted upon.  Each agenda item is summarized.  The mayor and/or council member familiar with the action is listed along with a telephone number.  Bulleted items were not part of the agenda but are for informational purposes.
Mayor David M. Siddons – Absent
Council President Karen L. Hershey - Present

Council members present:   Michael L. Frankovich, Brian Hall, Greg Heizler, Betsy Hyle, Fred Rosenfeld
Council members absent:  None
1.  First reading and introduction of Ordinance 2007 – 02, entitled, AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF ISLAND HEIGHTS, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING CHAPTERS 29-1 OF THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE BOROUGH OF ISLAND HEIGHTS TO SET FORTH THE APPEALABILITY TO PLANNING BOARD DECISIONS.

Summary:  After first reading and introduction of ordinance 2007 – 02, the Council President and Council Members unanimously approved an ordinance amending and supplementing Chapters 29-1 of the revised general ordinances of the Borough of Island Heights to set forth the appeal ability to planning board decisions.  The ordinance states that no appeal from any decision of the planning board shall be made to mayor and council.  Instead, interested parties who seek to appeal a decision of the board must take action in an appropriate court of law.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning, Administrator/CFO (732) 270-6415, Brian Hall, Council Member Liaison 

2.  First Reading and introduction Ordinance 2007 - 03 entitled, AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF ISLAND HEIGHTS, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AMENDING ORDINANCE 2005 - 08 AND 2006 - 11A, FIXING AND DETERMINING ANNUAL SALARY AND HOURLY WAGE OF CERTAIN OFFICERS OF THE BOROUGH OF ISLAND HEIGHTS.  
Summary:  After first reading and introduction of ordinance 2007 – 03, the Council President and Council Members unanimously approved an ordinance amending Ordinance 2005 – 08 and 2006 – 11A, fixing and determining annual salary and hourly wage of certain officers of the Borough of Island Heights.  The salaries listed in the ordinance are the maximum allowed for those positions.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning, Administrator/CFO (732) 270-6415, Karen L. Hershey, Council President
3.  Adopt Resolution 2007 – 15 entitled, RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF ISLAND HEIGHTS, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AUTHORIZING THE SUBMISSION OF A TONNAGE GRANT APPLICATION TO THE NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION.
Summary:  With one abstention, the Council Members approved a resolution authorizing the submission of a tonnage grant application to the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection.  This is a yearly application which allows the borough to receive State monies for our recyclable goods.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning, Administrator/CFO (732) 270-6415, Brian Hall, Council Member Liaison
4.  Adopt Resolution 2007 - 16 entitled, RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF ISLAND HEIGHTS, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AUTHORIZING THE REFUND OF OVERPAYMENT OF 2006 SEWER CHARGES FOR BLOCK 46, LOT 19.
Summary:  The Council President and Council Members unanimously approved a resolution authorizing the refund of overpayment of 2006 sewer charges for block 46, lot 19.  For details contact:  Wendy Prior, Tax Collector (732) 270-6414, Adrian Fanning, Administrator/CFO (732) 270-6415, Brian Hall, Council Member Liaison 
5.  Approve the following Purchase Order requests: 

Public Works

Sensus – Renewal Auto read software support for meter reading – $1,200.00

Ace Power Equipment – Honda EU 3000 IS Generator - $1,449.00

Toms River Heating & Air – Service borough offices/meeting room - $895.00

Ocean County Landfill – Bulk garbage disposal - $3,000.00

Yardville Supply – 25 Ton Special Salt - $2,042.79

Yardville Supply – Road Salt - $986.55

Police Department
Stalker Radar – Radar with Dual Antenna - $2,080.00

Seaside Park Service Center – Brake Pads / Rotors (vehicle Maintenance) - $690.37

Summary:  The Council President and Council Members unanimously approved the issuance of purchase orders for all items listed above.  For details of public works contact:  Jon Brodbeck, Acting Assistant Superintendent of Public Works (732) 270-6424, Adrian Fanning, Administrator/CFO (732) 270-6415, Brian Hall, Council Liaison. For details of police department contact:  Lt. Kevin Arnold, OIC (732) 270-3006, Adrian Fanning, Administrator/CFO (732) 270-6415, Fred Rosenfeld, Council Member Liaison
6.  Approve payment of obligations chargeable to the 2006 operating budget and the 2007 temporary operating budget.

Summary:  The Council President and Council Members approved the obligations chargeable to the operating budgets.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning, Administrator/CFO (732) 270-6415, Karen L. Hershey, Council President  
7.  Approve the following Raffle Licenses:

R2007- 02  Ocean County Artist Guild 
DOE: April 28th & 29th, 2007

R2007- 03  Rotary Club of Toms River
DOE: September 8th, 2007
Summary:  With one abstention on R2007 – 03, the Council President and Council Members approved the raffle licenses listed above.  For details contact:  Ellie Rogalski, Borough Clerk (732) 270-6415, Karen L. Hershey, Council President
8.  Approve proposal for O’Donnell, Stanton & Associates for Central Avenue Pier Reconstruction in the amount of $16,800.00
Summary:  This item was pulled at the request of the Borough Administrator.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning, Administrator/CFO (732) 270-6415, Karen L. Hershey, Council President 
9.  Leave of absence without pay request by borough employee.
Summary:  The Council President and Council Members unanimously approved a leave of absence without pay request by a borough employee, for a one month period.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning, Administrator/CFO (732) 270-6415, Fred Rosenfeld, Council Member Liaison
10.  Adopt Resolution 2007 – 17 entitled, RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF ISLAND HEIGHTS, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, TO ENTER INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION.

Summary:  There were no items for closed session; therefore this resolution was not acted upon.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning, Administrator/CFO (732) 270-6415, Karen L. Hershey, Council President
Liaison Reports
Council President Karen L. Hershey reported that the Environmental Committee (which met 

last Wednesday) would like to periodically include inserts in the borough newsletter.  These inserts will inform residents about issues relating to our 

environment.  The next insert is entitled "15 Reasons to Protect, Plant and Thank Trees."  Residents can look forward to seeing the insert in an upcoming newsletter.  Ms. Hershey also reported that the Environmental Committee has 

expressed concern about run-off from the Lake Avenue development.  The Environmental Committee has also asked to review the public works plans for a recycling center.  Council Member Hall offered to share the plans and come to an Environmental Committee meeting to explain the project.  Ms. Hershey indicated 

that Borough Attorney Rob Greitz is continuing to review the draft of the tree ordinance.  Regarding recreation, Ms. Hershey announced that the Easter Egg hunt is Saturday, April 7th at 10:00 AM at Memorial Field.  The tentative date for the 

official opening of the playground is Saturday May 12th.  Council Member Hall agreed to work with 

the Recreation Committee to increase mulch and help with fencing prior to the opening.  Ms. Hershey said the Recreation Committee is working to put together a 2007 recreation schedule, which will be posted on the borough web site.  The winners of the holiday tree decorating contest will be announced shortly.
Council Member Brian Hall reported that the repairs to the interior of the EOC building are almost completed.  He asked residents not to place sanitary napkins in their toilets as this causes problems at the pump stations.  He also stated that the water main breaks of recent weeks are hopefully a thing of the past with the change in weather temperatures.  He further stated that the borough will be getting a report on the water tower as the inspection of same has now been completed.  He also stated that the flooding on West End Avenue was caused by a clogged pipe behind the fire house and that the borough is working with Ocean County to rectify the problem.  In addition, when the pigeon netting was placed upstairs at the Central Avenue pavilion the pigeons relocated downstairs.  Public works will be applying “hot foot” paint downstairs to encourage the pigeons to move on.  Additional mulch will be placed at Memorial Field playground as well as a split level fence.  He then turned the report over to Al Gabriel, who reported that there will be a meeting with the Ocean County Engineer by the end of the week to discuss the River Avenue bulkhead.    
Council Member Greg Heizler reported on the Board of Health.  Please keep an ear out over the upcoming weeks as the Ocean County Board of Health will be conducting phone interviews.   They will take about 20 minutes to complete.  They will be asking about health habits.  We have been told that your privacy will be protected by the county.  The main reason that they are taking this information is to better assess which types of programs would benefit the county.  Please note that you are under no obligation to participate in this call, should you receive one.  In Addition, Mr. Heizler reported that the Environmental Committee has issued its first three advisories to the borough council.  The first  was to encourage the organizers of Sailfest to establish and market a recycling plan.  The second advisory continued this theme calling on council to compel the Post Office to adhere to our local recycling requirements.  The final advisory cited numerous reasons why council should enter a resolution encouraging the non-renewal of the Oyster Creek operating license.
Council Member Betsy Hyle reported on the Island Heights Branch of the Ocean County Library.  Homebound Services:  The Island Heights branch library is seeking both individuals who are available to deliver library materials to homebound individuals as well as those who are homebound who would benefit from this volunteer service.  Please contact Miranda Sulikowski, Branch Manager at (732) 270-6266.  In addition, the library has received a new indoor bench from funds raised by the Friends of the Island Heights Library collected in lieu of flowers in memory of Harry Orth.  National Library Week proclamation:  This year National Library Week is April 15-21, 2007.  Mrs. Hyle also reported on the Cultural & Heritage Association.  The Association would like to invite all town residents to attend a presentation by Adrian Fine this Tuesday, March 6th at 7:00 PM at the Methodist Church.  Adrian Fine is the Director of the Northeast Field Office of the National Trust for Historic Preservation.  Adrian will be speaking about the town in general and as well the historic district.  It will be a great opportunity to learn more about our town and get many questions answered.  Remember:  since 1983 Island Heights has had a clearly defined Historic District as designated by the National Trust.  Mr. Fine will give his observations on how that designation can be protected; why that is important to town residents, and share the pros and cons of historic designation.  Mrs. Hyle also reported on the Senior Advisory Committee. 
Due to poor weather, the committee had to postpone the Senior Dessert Get-Together on February 14th.  It has been rescheduled for Wednesday, March 14th from 2:00 PM – 4:00 PM at the Central Beach Café.  It is free to all town residents 55+.  We will be discussing the results of our recent senior survey and outlining some of our program plans for spring and summer.  Finally Mrs. Hyle mentioned a special thanks to Ellie Rogalski and Wendy Prior who had an especially difficult few weeks recently…taking care of our borough hall cat Sydney.  Rescued as a newborn kitten at Public Works, Syd was our feline greeter at borough hall for almost nine years.  Staff took turns over the weekends to refill food and water and clean the cat box…and in return Syd greeted them each workday and was a constant companion.  In recent months her health was failing and the decision was made to respect her dignity and quality of life.  We miss her.
Council Member Fred Rosenfeld reported that he is very pleased and proud to report that the contract with the PBA has been successfully concluded.  We have gone from paying our police force the lowest salaries in Ocean County to now being the median level of towns in Ocean County under 10,000 people.  All of this has been done with less then a penny tax consequence.  In addition, as of year to date we have had 1,854 calls to service and since the last meeting we have had 62 motor vehicle stops.
Privilege of the Floor

These subjects were discussed during Privilege of the Floor:

Letter Park flagpoles
Resolution 2007 – 19 Property Transfer

Oyster Creek License renewal

Ordinance 2007 – 02 Planning Board

Pump station generators

Planning Board membership
Central / West End Avenues speed signs

Signs at Lake Avenue
Other Borough Actions
Adopt Resolution 2007 – 18 entitled, RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF ISLAND HEIGHTS, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, URGING DENIAL OF ANY APPLICATION TO EXTEND OPERATIONAL PERMITS FOR THE OYSTER CREEK NUCLEAR POWER PLANT BEYOND 2009, AND FURTHER URGING THE NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION TO OBJECTIVELY EVALUATE THE SAFETY OF THE PLANT BASED ON ITS AGE AND CONSTRUCTION, AND SERIOUSLY CONSIDER THE POTENTIAL IMPACT TO THE COMMUNITY OF A TERRORIST ACT.

Summary:  With one abstention and two no votes, the Council Members approved a resolution urging denial of any application to extend operational permits for the Oyster Creek Nuclear Power Plant beyond 2009, and further urging the Nuclear Regulatory Commission to objectively evaluate the safety of the plant based on its age and construction, and seriously consider the potential impact to the community of a terrorist act.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning, Administrator/CFO (732) 270-6415, Betsy Hyle, Council Member Liaison
Adopt Resolution 2007 – 19 entitled, RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF ISLAND HEIGHTS, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, TRANSFERING TITLE TO CERTAIN PROPERTY OWNED BY THE BOROUGH.

Summary:  With one abstention, the Council President and Council Members approved a resolution authorizing the transfer to certain property owned by the borough.  This resolution is in accordance with the settlement of litigation which authorized the Mayor to execute the necessary documents to effect the transfer of title.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning, Administrator/CFO (732) 270-6415, Karen L. Hershey, Council President  
Other Items of Interest
    The Island Heights Board of Education regularly scheduled meeting is Monday, March 12, 2007.  Workshop begins at 7:00 PM and the meeting begins at 7:30 PM, held at the Island Heights Grade School, 115 Summit Avenue, Island Heights.
The Island Heights Board of Health regularly scheduled meeting is Tuesday, March 13, 2007 at 9:00 AM held at the borough hall.
Island Heights Special Election is Tuesday, March 13, 2007.
The Island Heights Planning Board regularly scheduled meeting is Wednesday, March 14, 2007 at 6:30 PM held at the borough hall.
The Mayor and Council regularly scheduled meeting is Thursday, March 15, 2007 at 7:00 PM held at the borough hall.

The Central Regional School Board regularly scheduled meeting is Thursday, March 15, 2007 at 7:00 PM at the Board of Education building, Forest Hills Parkway, Bayville.

The Island Heights Environmental Committee regularly scheduled meeting is Wednesday, March 21, 2007 at 7:00 PM held at the borough hall.

The Island Recreation Committee regularly scheduled meeting is Monday, March 26, 2007 at 7:30 PM held at the borough hall.

The Mayor and Council regularly scheduled meeting is Tuesday, March 27, 2007 at 7:00 PM held at the borough hall.
The Municipal Clerk’s Office, Tax & Water/Sewer Office and Finance/Purchasing are open Monday – Friday 9:00 AM until 3:00 PM and Monday evening 6:00 PM until 8:00 PM.  Please call the Borough Hall at (732) 270-6415 for days and times of offices not listed above.

mayorcouncil@islandheightsgov.com
Mayor David M. Siddons
Council President Karen L. Hershey
April D. Elley, Newsletter Editor (732) 270-6415
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