[image: image1.jpg]


Mayor and Council Newsletter


Borough of Island Heights

Council Meeting

March 27, 2007

_______________________________________________________________________


Agenda items are listed in the order that they were acted upon.  Each agenda item is summarized.  The mayor and/or council member familiar with the action is listed along with a telephone number.  Bulleted items were not part of the agenda but are for informational purposes.
Mayor David M. Siddons – Present
Council President Karen L. Hershey - Present

Council members present:   Michael L. Frankovich, Brian Hall, Greg Heizler, Betsy Hyle, Fred Rosenfeld
Council members absent:  None
1.  Adopt Resolution 2007 – 23 entitled, RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF ISLAND HEIGHTS, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, PROVIDING FOR THE CREATION OF EMERGENCY TEMPORARY APPROPRIATIONS PURSUANT TO THE PROVISIONS OF CHAPTER 96, P.L. 1951 (N.J.S.A. 40A:4-20)
Summary:  The Mayor and Council Members unanimously approved a resolution providing for the creation of emergency temporary appropriations pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 96, P.L. 1951 (N.J.S.A. 40A:4-20).  In accordance with state law, the borough passes a temporary budget at the beginning of each year to operate the borough until the final budget is passed later in the spring.  The temporary budget passed in January covers only the first three months of the year.  Since this year’s final budget will not be adopted until May, it was necessary to pass a resolution increasing the temporary budget for the additional months.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning, Administrator/CFO (732) 270-6415, David M. Siddons, Mayor
2.  Adopt Resolution 2007 – 24 entitled, RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF ISLAND HEIGHTS, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, PROCLAIMING APRIL AS AUTISM AWARENESS MONTH.  
Summary:  The Mayor and Council Members unanimously approved a resolution proclaiming April as Autism Awareness Month.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning, Administrator/CFO (732) 270-6415, David M. Siddons, Mayor

3.  Proclamation – National Library Week 2007, April 15 – 21, 2007.
Summary:  The Mayor issued a proclamation declaring the week of April 15 through 21, 2007 as National Library Week.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning, Administrator/CFO (732) 270-6415, David M. Siddons, Mayor
4.  Approve payment of obligations chargeable to the 2006 operating budget and the 2007 temporary operating budget.

Summary:  The Mayor and Council Members unanimously approved the obligations chargeable to the operating budgets.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning, Administrator/CFO (732) 270-6415, David M. Siddons, Mayor
5.  Approve the following Raffle License; #R2007 – 05 Island Heights PTO

DOE:  May 19, 2007
Summary:  The Mayor and Council Members unanimously approved raffle license #R2007 – 05, Island Heights PTO – Date of event:  May 19, 2007.  For details contact:  Ellie Rogalski, Borough Clerk 

(732) 270-6415, David M. Siddons, Mayor
6.  Approve the following minutes:  February 6, 2007 and February 27, 2007.
Summary:  With one abstention on the February 6, 2007 minutes, the Mayor and Council Members approved the minutes from the February 26, 2007 and February 27, 2007 council meetings.  For details contact:  Ellie Rogalski, Borough Clerk (732) 270-6415, David M. Siddons, Mayor
7.  Adopt Resolution 2007 – 25 entitled, RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF ISLAND HEIGHTS, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, TO ENTER INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION.
Summary:  The Mayor and Council Members unanimously approved a resolution to enter into executive session.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning, Administrator/CFO (732) 270-6415, David M. Siddons, Mayor
Liaison Reports
Mayor David M. Siddons spoke about the equalization table of tax assessments from Ocean County.  Over the last three years, after our reassessment, the ratio in Island Heights in 2005 was 135% of true value.  It was 102% in 2006 and 88.3% in 2007.  He also stated that the average value of a home in Island Heights is currently $383,000.00.  As the value of the town increases, so does our tax liability to the County and Regional School district.  In addition, Mayor Siddons gave an update on the Central Regional issue.  As this issue is potentially a legal matter he will soley gather and release information as it becomes available.  He stated that he had a discussion with representatives from Seaside Heights and was informed that they were waiting for Seaside Park to act.  He also stated that he called Mayor Mathies from Seaside Park and was informed that the governing body had authorized their attorney to look into the legal options available to Seaside Park and report back to the Mayor and Council.  He also stated that he talked to a member of the legislative task force on taxation and was told that they did not expect any action from the legislature prior to the end of the year.  Mayor Siddons indicated that there could be action during the legislatures “lame duck” period.  He further stated that he will continue to provide updates as information becomes available.    
Council President Karen L. Hershey reported that the Environmental Committee met last Wednesday, March 21.  At the request of the committee, Council Member Hall made a presentation about the plans for the recycling center down at the public works garage. The committee supports the recycling center and provided valuable input about the proposed project.  Also, at the meeting the committee discussed the work that is being done to address run-off at Lake Avenue.  Understanding that grading and hydro-seeding are underway to address the problem, the committee plans to continue to monitor the progress of the efforts to stop the run-off.  Ms. Hershey also reported that the Easter Egg Hunt will take place on Saturday, April 7 at 10:00 AM.  The rain date is the next day—Easter Sunday at 1:00 PM.  Ms. Hershey also noted the addition of new mulch to the playground site. 
Council Member Michael L. Frankovich reported that the Island Heights Fire Company will be performing a hose test on Friday, April 6th, from 7:30 PM till 9:30 PM on Van Sant Avenue. The areas that would be affected are Laurel Avenue down to Cedar Avenue.

Council Member Brian Hall reported that the sidewalk at the post office has been repaired.  The damage to the gutter is the responsibility of the post office.  Ocean County is currently working on the River Avenue bulkhead. A split rail fence and stone will be installed at the Memorial Field playground.  The additional mulch has been spread there.  The Laura Lee Power Roller Hockey rink will have some of the plywood replaced before the painting occurs.  Borough employees are working on installation of street signs and mulch will be available soon at the public works facility.   
Council Member Betsy Hyle reminded residents that the PTO is sponsoring a “Meet the Candidates” night for the three school board candidates on Tuesday, April 3rd at 7:00 PM in the school gym.  In addition, Mrs. Hyle reported that the next Senior Advisory Committee meeting is Thursday, April 5th at 6:00 PM at borough hall.  The public is invited to attend.  Upcoming programs and events will be discussed.  Finally, Mrs. Hyle reported that the borough received a nice letter from Animal Birth Control Inc.  acknowledging a donation from town residents Dominick and Carol Cicalese on West End Avenue.  The borough would like to thank the Cicalese’s for their thoughtful donation to that non-profit animal welfare organization…made in memory of our borough mascot, Sydney the cat. Council Member Fred Rosenfeld reported on the police department.  There have been over 2,300 calls to service year to date.  Since the last meeting, their have been 41 investigative reports and 33 motor vehicle stops.  A convicted sex offender was sentenced this week from a 2004 incidents in Island Heights which was a result of excellent police work by the Island Heights Police force.  This reminds us that while the internet is a wonderful tool, parents must remain vigilant in overseeing what our children are viewing as not all aspects of the internet are safe.  A police vehicle was embellished with a new format which highlighted the lack of consistency of the official Island Heights logo throughout the borough.  All of the many different uses in all of the official departments will be reviewed and consolidated so that we send the same message about our community in all official capacities.
Privilege of the Floor

These subjects were discussed during Privilege of the Floor, for additional details please see the approved minutes on the borough website.
Signs at Simpson Avenue

Skateboards and bicycles

Borough logo

Central Regional
Emergency temporary resolution
Environmental Committee

Memorial Field playground
Other Borough Actions
Approve request from the First United Methodist Church for use of Camp Meeting Ground.
Summary:  The Mayor and Council Members unanimously approved a request from the First United Methodist Church for use of Camp Meeting Ground on Easter Sunday, April 8, 2007 at 7:00 AM and on Sunday, July 8, 2007 at 5:00 PM for their annual outdoor services.  For details contact:  Ellie Rogalski, Borough Clerk (732) 270-6415, David M. Siddons, Mayor
Approve purchase order request to Yardville Supply Company for Solar Salt.

Summary:  The Mayor and Council Members unanimously approved a purchase order request to Yardville Supply Company for Solar Salt in the amount of $1,204.50.  For details contact:  Jon Brodbeck, Acting Assistant Superintendent of Public Works (732) 270-6424, Adrian Fanning, Administrator / CFO (732) 270-6415, Brian Hall, Council Member Liaison 
Reject bids – Sewage Pump Stations

Summary:  The Mayor and Council Members unanimously approved rejecting the bids received on March 27, 2007 for sewage pump stations.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning, Administrator / CFO (732) 270-6415, Brian Hall, Council Member Liaison 
Approve Jon Brodbeck as Assistant Superintendent of Public Works, and Jason Murt as Foreman.

Summary:  The Mayor and Council Members unanimously approved the appointment of Jon Brodbeck as Assistant Superintendent of Public Works effective with a 6% increase - $44,096.00, and Jason Murt as Foreman with an increase of 6% - $36,277.00.  Both appointments are effective April 2, 2007.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning, Administrator / CFO (732) 270-6415, Brian Hall, Council Member Liaison      
Other Items of Interest
    The Island Heights Board of Education regularly scheduled meeting is Wednesday, April 4, 2007.  Workshop begins at 7:00 PM and the meeting begins at 7:30 PM, held at the Island Heights Grade School, 115 Summit Avenue, Island Heights.

The Island Heights Senior Advisory Committee regularly scheduled meeting is Thursday, April 5, 2007 at 6:00 PM held at the borough hall.

All municipal offices will be closed on Friday, April 6, 2007 in observance of Good Friday.

The Island Heights Recreation Committee will hold the Annual Easter Egg Hunt at 10:00 AM on Saturday, April 7, 2007 at Memorial Field, corner of Lake and Maple Avenues.  The egg hunt is open to all Island Heights children through 6th grade.  The rain date shall be Easter Sunday, April 8, 2007 at 1:00 PM.

The Island Heights Board of Health regularly scheduled meeting is Tuesday, April 10, 2007 at 9:00 AM held at the borough hall.
The Island Heights Mayor and Council regularly scheduled meeting is Tuesday, April 10, 2007 at 7:00 PM held at the borough hall.

The Island Heights Planning Board regularly scheduled meeting is Wednesday, April 11, 2007 at 6:30 PM held at the borough hall.
Island Heights School Board Election is Tuesday, April 17, 2007.  Vote at the borough hall between the hours of 2:00 PM and 9:00 PM.

The Island Heights Municipal Alliance Committee (MAC) regularly scheduled meeting is Wednesday, April 18, 2007 at 3:00 PM held at the borough hall.

The Island Heights Environmental Committee regularly scheduled meeting is Wednesday, April 18, 2007 at 7:00 PM held at the borough hall.

    The Island Heights Board of Education re-organization meeting is Monday, April 23, 2007 at 6:30 PM, held at the Island Heights Grade School, 115 Summit Avenue, Island Heights
The Island Heights Recreation Committee regularly scheduled meeting is Monday, April 23, 2007 at 7:30 PM held at the borough hall.

The Island Heights Mayor and Council regularly scheduled meeting is Tuesday, April 24, 2007 at 7:00 PM held at the borough hall.
The Central Regional School Board re-organization meeting is Thursday, April 26, 2007 at 7:00 PM at the Board of Education building, Forest Hills Parkway, Bayville.
Island Heights First Aid Squad

Lake and Central Avenues, Island Heights

Annual Easter Flower Sale

Thursday, April 5, 2007  Noon until 6:00 PM

Friday, April 6, 2007  9:00 AM until 6:00 PM

Saturday, April 7, 2007  9:00 AM until Sell Out
The Municipal Clerk’s Office, Tax & Water/Sewer Office and Finance/Purchasing are open Monday – Friday 9:00 AM until 3:00 PM and Monday evening 6:00 PM until 8:00 PM.  Please call the Borough Hall at (732) 270-6415 for days and times of offices not listed above.

mayorcouncil@islandheightsgov.com
Mayor David M. Siddons
Council President Karen L. Hershey
April D. Elley, Newsletter Editor (732) 270-6415
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