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Mayor and Council Newsletter


Borough of Island Heights

Council Meeting

May 10, 2007

_______________________________________________________________________


Agenda items are listed in the order that they were acted upon.  Each agenda item is summarized.  The mayor and/or council member familiar with the action is listed along with a telephone number.  Bulleted items were not part of the agenda but are for informational purposes.
Mayor David M. Siddons – Present
Council President Karen L. Hershey - Present

Council members present:   Michael L. Frankovich, Brian Hall,  Betsy Hyle, Fred Rosenfeld
Council members absent:  Greg Heizler
Mayor Siddons Opening Statement:  Before starting tonight’s meeting I would like to reflect on something that occurred this week.  That is the election that occurred on Tuesday.  Only occasionally do I agree with Dr. Harris but I am in firm agreement with him that we had three qualified candidates running for office. Unfortunately there were only two council seats available.  But more important than winning or losing the election was the conduct of all three candidates.  This was an election that centered on the candidates and their vision of the future of Island Heights.  There were no personal attacks and the ranker and bitterness that tends to pervade national, state and other elections was not evident.  I thank all three candidates for their interest in Island Heights and their conduct during this election.

1.  Adopt the 2007 Municipal Budget and Tax Resolution.

2.  Public Hearing on the 2007 Municipal Budget.

Summary:  The public hearing on the 2007 municipal budget, which was introduced on April 10, 2007, was held at this meeting.  The budget calls for a 4.9 cent increase over last year.  The borough auditor explained that the major increases in the budget were:  public safety, insurance, pension and debt service costs.  After a brief discussion and questions from the public, the Mayor and Council Members unanimously 
approved the adoption of the 2007 municipal budget.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning, Administrator/CFO (732) 270-6415, David M. Siddons, Mayor 

3.  Second reading and adoption of Ordinance 2007 – 05, entitled, AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF ISLAND HEIGHTS, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING CHAPTERS IV (POLICE REGULATIONS) OF THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE BOROUGH 
OF ISLAND HEIGHTS TO PROHIBIT SMOKING ON CERTAIN BOROUGH PROPERTIES.

4.  Public Hearing Ordinance 2007 – 05.

5.  Adoption Ordinance 2007 – 05.
Summary:  After the public hearing of ordinance 2007 - 05, the Mayor and Council Members unanimously approved an ordinance amending and supplementing Chapters IV (police regulations) of the revised general ordinances of the Borough of Island Heights to prohibit smoking on certain borough properties.  The properties in question are the recreational areas in the borough.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning, Administrator/CFO (732) 270-6415, Betsy Hyle, Council Member
6.  Approve payment of obligations chargeable to the 2006 operating budget and the 2007 temporary operating budget.

Summary:  The Mayor and Council Members unanimously approved the obligations chargeable to the operating budgets.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning, Administrator/CFO (732) 270-6415, David M. Siddons, Mayor
7.  Adopt Resolution 2007 – 31 entitled, RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF ISLAND HEIGHTS, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, RECOGNIZING THE COUNTY OF OCEAN BRIDGE DEPARTMENT FOR THE REPAIR WORK COMPLETED AT THE RIVER AVENUE BULKHEAD.
Summary:  The Mayor and Council Members unanimously approved a resolution recognizing the County of Ocean Bridge Department for the repair work completed at the River Avenue bulkhead.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning, Administrator/CFO (732) 270-6415, David M. Siddons, Mayor
8.  Approve the following purchase order request:  Public Works
Ocean Security Systems, Inc. $5,895.00

Surveillance Cameras, Power Supply and DVR for Recycling Yard

Summary:  The Mayor and Council Members unanimously approved the issuance of a purchase order to Ocean Security Systems, Inc. in the amount of $5,895.00 for surveillance cameras, power supply and DVR for the recycling yard.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning, Administrator/CFO (732) 270-6415, Brian Hall, Council Member Liaison

9.  Approve application to amend the following bingo licenses.

1.  Island Heights Fire Co. #1

License #B2007 – 01 to cancel all bingos from March 2007 to December 2007 that have been approved under this license number.


2.  Island Heights Fire Co. #1

License #B2007 – 02 to play the games shown on the attached sheet.
Summary:  With one abstention, the Mayor and Council Members approved amending the bingo licenses listed above.  For details contact:  Ellie Rogalski, Borough Clerk (732) 270-6415, David M. Siddons, Mayor
10.  Approve application for Special Permit (ABC) License for Island Heights Fire Co. #1; DOE:  June 30, 2007.
Summary:  With one abstention, the Mayor and Council Members approved a special permit (ABC) license for the Island Heights Fire Co. #1 for June 30, 2007.  For details contact:  Ellie Rogalski, Borough Clerk (732) 270-6415, David M. Siddons, Mayor
11.  Accept with regrets the resignation from Ruth and Charles Mayer from the Island Heights Board of Health.
Summary:  The Mayor and Council Members unanimously accepted with regrets a resignation from Ruth and Charles Mayer from the Island Heights Board of Health.  In addition the Mayor and Council approved giving plaques to both Charlie and Ruth Mayer in recognition of their services to the community.  For details contact:  Ellie Rogalski, Borough Clerk (732) 270-6415, David M. Siddons, Mayor
12.  Approve minutes from the following meetings:  April 10, 2007 and April 24, 2007.
Summary:  The Mayor and Council Members unanimously approved the minutes from the regular council meetings of April 10, 2007 and April 24, 2007.  For details contact:  Ellie Rogalski, Borough Clerk (732) 270-6415, David M. Siddons, Mayor
13.  Adopt Resolution 2007 – 30 entitled, RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF ISLAND HEIGHTS, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, TO ENTER INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION.
Summary:  There were no items for closed session; therefore this resolution was not acted upon.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning, Administrator/CFO (732) 270-6415, David M. Siddons, Mayor
Liaison Reports
Mayor David M. Siddons gave an update of the Central Regional issue.  He stated that on Monday, May 7, 2007, the five constituent towns of the Central Regional School District met with the Central Regional School Board to discuss the defeated school budget.  After general discussion of the budget by Mr. David Trethaway, the superintendent of schools, the five towns caucused to negotiate a list of cuts that the all 

The towns could agree upon to submit to the school board for consideration.  Based on the differences in the governing body’s instructions to their representatives, the negotiators were unable to reach consensuses for a unified cut to present to the school board.  In an effort to continue to negotiate the process and avoid sending the budget to the New Jersey Department of Education for their action, the representatives and the school boards scheduled an additional meeting for Monday, May 14, 2007. 

Dissolution Issue –

1.) A discussion with the Mayor of Seaside Park indicated that they were still reviewing the issues and did not know when they would be filing any legal actions.

2.) The New Jersey State League of Municipalities have reviewed all pending legislation which either corrects the funding formula or the method of determining the dissolution process.

It is the Leagues opinion that none of these bills have a chance of passing before the November election.

3.) 
Senator Ciesla met with a group in town to discuss a bill that he and Assemblyman Wolfe were going to introduce.  Council Member Betsy Hyle represented the town at this meeting and will be presenting the results. 
Council President Karen L. Hershey reported that the 2007 budget summary, and the planning board and municipal alliance minutes are on the borough web site at www.islandheightsboro.com. 
Council Member Michael L. Frankovich reported on the Island Heights Fire Company.  On April 16th the fire company sent a crew on an engine up to Middlesex County to help out with the flooding emergency.  They left Island Heights around 9:00 AM and returned around 10:00 PM.  They answered emergency calls in and around Monroe Township and pumped out a flooded neighborhood.  The fire company will be attending the annual memorial service this month on Memorial Day weekend, and paying their respects to their deceased members.  The fire company is always looking for new firefighters, associate members and fire explorers.  Anyone is
welcome to stop down and inquire any Friday night. 

Council Member Brian Hall reported that on Tuesday, May 29th public works will have a special pickup for branches at the curb.  Bundles are to be less than four feet in length and three inches in diameter, and weighing no more than 50 pounds.  He also stated that the Laura Lee Power hockey rink is now painted, and the surface of the rink will be sealed shortly.  The playground has been completed and OceanGro fertilizer will be placed on all borough fields.  The compost is now in and it will be stock piled.  He further stated that public works had repaired a water leak on Central Avenue and a sewer problem on Ocean Avenue.  White goods, such as refrigerators, washing machines and air conditioners are the responsibility of our garbage contractor (Waste Management) who has one week to pick them up after they are placed at the curbside.  Contact public works at (732) 270-6424 if such goods are not picked up after a week’s time.  Mr. Hall then asked Al Gabriel to report on the River Avenue bulkhead.  Mr. Gabriel stated that the work is now completed and covered 500 linear feet of bulkhead and the installation of 56 tiebacks.  Mr. Gabriel also stated that four trenches had been cut in the old concrete bulkhead which should relieve the flooding on River Avenue.         
Council Member Betsy Hyle reported an addendum to Mayor Siddons’ report on dissolution.  Several Island Heights residents requested a meeting with State Senator Ciesla and State Assemblyman Wolfe to discuss a proposed bill that would revise the statute to allow for a majority of constituent districts in a regional school district to prevail in a dissolution referendum as opposed to a majority of voters. This bill has yet to be introduced.  Assemblyman Wolfe was unable to attend due to illness, but Senator Ciesla listened to the issues underlying the 2 - 1 vote for dissolution in Island Heights.  He committed to having his staff investigate what legislative options there may be to satisfy those concerns.  In addition, Mrs. Hyle reported that the senior advisory committee is sponsoring a program on Wednesday, May 16th from 2:00 PM – 4:00 PM at the Fellowship Hall at the Methodist Church.  This will be the first in a series of programs spotlighting the organizations in town that serve our residents.  In May, the First Aid Squad will be featured, and residents will get to know more about how it operates and what types of services they offer.  Refreshments will be served and you don’t have to be 55+ to attend.

Finally, Mrs. Hyle reported that next Saturday May 19th is the annual PTO Art Auction fundraiser.  This year’s theme is “Going Hawaiian”.  The event will be from 6:00 PM to 10:00 PM, the cost is $30 dollars per person for a full dinner, and it’s BYOB.  You can get more information from PTO President D-D Towell at (732) 814-8086. 
Council Member Fred Rosenfeld reported on the police department.  Year to date there have been 4,154 calls to service.  Since the last meeting, there have been 17 investigations which include 1 vandalism, 6 arrests, 3 domestic violence reports, 2 thefts, 3 motor vehicle impounds, 1 vehicle fire and 1 misc. report.  In addition there have been 122 motor vehicle stops.

As the weather gets warmer, residents are reminded that children need to wear helmets when riding bicycles, skate boarding or roller blading.  In addition, the police will begin their annual town wide sweep of unregistered or inoperative motor vehicles.  Property owners will be given a written warning which will allow them to correct the violation or remove the vehicle before a summons is issued.

Privilege of the Floor

These subjects were discussed during Privilege of the Floor, for additional details please see the approved minutes on the borough website.
Replacement of flags
New developments review

Correspondence to council

Election signs

Council liaisons

Planning Board

Water tower and treatment plant

Master plan
Other Borough Actions
Approve purchase order request:  Exclusive Landscape Service in the amount of $2,985.00 for hydro seeding behind the Public Works building.

Summary:  The Mayor and Council Members unanimously approved the issuance of a purchase order to Exclusive Landscape Service in the amount of $2,985.00 for hydro seeding behind the public works building.  For details contact:  Jon Brodbeck, Assistant Superintendent of Public Works (732) 270-6424, Adrian Fanning, Administrator / CFO (732) 270-6415, Brian Hall, Council Member Liaison
Adopt Resolution 2007 – 31 entitled, RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF ISLAND HEIGHTS, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, TO ABANDON (RETIRE) THE SERVICE FLAGS FROM LETTER PARK WHICH WILL BE DONATED TO VARIOUS INDIVIDUALS, THESE ARE TO BE REPLACED WITH NEW FLAGS.
Summary:  The Mayor and Council Members unanimously approved a resolution to abandon (retire) the service flags from Letter Park which will be donated to various individuals, these are to be replaced with new flags.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning, Administrator/CFO (732) 270-6415, David M. Siddons, Mayor
Other Items of Interest
The Central Regional School Board regularly scheduled meeting is Thursday, May 17, 2007 at 7:00 PM at the Board of Education building, Forest Hills Parkway, Bayville.
The Island Heights Recreation Committee regularly scheduled meeting is Monday, May 21, 2007 at 7:30 PM held at the borough hall.

All borough offices will be closed on Monday, May 28, 2007 in observance of Memorial Day.

 The Island Heights Senior Advisory Committee regularly scheduled meeting is Thursday, June 7, 2007 at 6:00 PM held at the borough hall.

    The Island Heights Board of Education regular meeting is Monday, June 11, 2007 workshop begins at 7:00 PM, followed by the regular meeting at 7:30 PM, held at the Island Heights Grade School, 115 Summit Avenue, Island Heights

 The Island Heights Board of Health regularly scheduled meeting is Tuesday, June 12, 2007 at 9:00 AM held at the borough hall.

The Island Heights Mayor and Council regularly scheduled meeting is Tuesday, June 12, 2007 at 7:00 PM held at the borough hall.

The Island Heights Planning Board regularly scheduled meeting is Wednesday, June 13, 2007 at 6:30 PM held at the borough hall.

The Island Heights Municipal Alliance Committee (MAC) regularly scheduled meeting is Wednesday, June 20, 2007 at 3:00 PM held at the borough hall.

The Island Heights Environmental Committee regularly scheduled meeting is Wednesday, June 20, 2007 at 7:00 PM held at the borough hall.
The Island Heights Recreation Committee regularly scheduled meeting is Monday, June 25, 2007 at 7:30 PM held at the borough hall.

The Island Heights Mayor and Council regularly scheduled meeting is Tuesday, June 26, 2007 at 7:00 PM held at the borough hall.
* * PLEASE NOTE:  The Island Heights Mayor and Council regularly scheduled meeting Tuesday, May 22, 2007 has been cancelled.  A special meeting has been scheduled for Monday, May 21, 2007 at 7:30 PM held at the borough hall.

The Municipal Clerk’s Office, Tax & Water/Sewer Office and Finance/Purchasing are open Monday – Friday 9:00 AM until 3:00 PM and Monday evening 6:00 PM until 8:00 PM.  Please call the Borough Hall at (732) 270-6415 for days and times of offices not listed above.

mayorcouncil@islandheightsgov.com

Mayor David M. Siddons
Council President Karen L. Hershey
April D. Elley, Newsletter Editor (732) 270-6415
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