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Mayor and Council Newsletter


Borough of Island Heights

Council Meeting

September 11, 2007

_______________________________________________________________________


Agenda items are listed in the order that they were acted upon.  Each agenda item is summarized.  The mayor and/or council member familiar with the action is listed along with a telephone number.  Bulleted items were not part of the agenda but are for informational purposes.
Mayor David M. Siddons – Present
Council President Michael L. Frankovich - Present

Council members present:   Al Gabriel, Brian Hall, Karen L. Hershey, Greg Heizler, Betsy Hyle
Council members absent:  None  
1.  Second reading and adoption of Ordinance 2007 – 16 entitled, AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF ISLAND HEIGHTS, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING CHAPTERS IV (POLICE REGULATIONS) OF THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE BOROUGH OF ISLAND HEIGHTS TO PROHIBIT OBSTRUCTIONS OF PUBLIC PLACES AND SKATEBOARD ON PUBLIC PROPERTY.
2.  Public Hearing Ordinance 2007- 16.

3.  Adoption Ordinance 2007 – 16.

Summary:  After the public hearing of ordinance 2007 - 11, with three no votes, the Mayor and Council Members approved an ordinance amending and supplementing Chapter IV (police regulations) of the revised general ordinances of the Borough of Island Heights to prohibit obstructions of public places and skateboarding on certain streets.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning, Administrator/CFO (732) 270-6415, Michael L. Frankovich, Council President Liaison  

4.  Approve payment of obligations chargeable to the 2007 operating budgets.

Summary:  The Mayor and Council Members unanimously approved the obligations chargeable to the operating budgets.  For details contact:  
Adrian Fanning, Administrator/CFO (732) 270-6415, David M. Siddons, Mayor 
5.  Approve request from:  Monique Erazo for use of the Central Ave Pavilion for marriage ceremony on Saturday, September 15th, 2007. (cert. of insurance provided)
Summary:  With one abstention, the Mayor and Council Members approved a request from Monique Erazo for use of the Central Avenue pavilion for marriage ceremony on Saturday, September 15, 2007; the certificate of insurance is on file in the clerk’s office.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning, Administrator/CFO (732) 270-6415, David M. Siddons, Mayor 

6.  Adopt Resolution 2007 – 57 entitled, RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF ISLAND HEIGHTS, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, TO ENTER INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION.
Summary:  There were no items for closed session; therefore this resolution was not acted upon.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning, Administrator/CFO (732) 270-6415, David M. Siddons, Mayor  
Liaison Reports

Mayor David M. Siddons mentioned that he attended the 9-11 service.  He also thanked Council Member Gabriel for continuing to provide this service.  Following is a partial statement that he presented.  “Good Morning: In reviewing what world leaders and our leaders had been said about 9-11.  I happened upon the speech that President Bush gave the nation that evening. I would like to share some excerpts from that speech.
“Good evening. Today, our fellow citizens, our way of life, our very freedom came under attack in a series of deliberate and deadly terrorist acts. The victims were in airplanes or in their offices: secretaries, business men and women, military and federal workers, moms and dads, friends and neighbors.
Thousands of lives were suddenly ended by evil, despicable acts of terror.
The pictures of airplanes flying into buildings, fires burning, huge structures collapsing have filled us with disbelief, terrible sadness and a quiet, unyielding anger.
These acts of mass murder were intended to frighten our nation into chaos and retreat. But, they have failed. Our country is strong. A great people has been moved to defend a great nation.
Terrorist attacks can shake the foundations of our biggest buildings, but they cannot touch the foundation of America. These acts shatter steel, but they cannot dent the steel of American resolve.
America was targeted for attack because we're the brightest beacon for freedom and opportunity in the world. And no one will keep that light from shining.
Today, our nation saw evil, the very worst of human nature, and we responded with the best of America, with the daring of our rescue workers, with the caring for strangers, and neighbors who came to give blood and help in any way they could.

The search is underway for those who are behind these evil acts.
I've directed the full resources for our intelligence and law enforcement communities to find those responsible and bring them to justice. We will make no distinction between the terrorists who committed these acts and those who harbor them.
This is a day when all Americans from every walk of life unite in our resolve for justice and peace. America has stood down enemies before, and we will do so this time.
None of us will ever forget this day, yet we go forward to defend freedom and all that is good and just in our world.
Thank you. Good night and God bless America.” 

Six years later, we are here today to remember those that have died not only on 9 -11 but also in the subsequent war on terrorism. It is up to us to continue the fight against terrorism until our nation is safe and those freedoms that we hold so dear are secure.
Council President Michael L. Frankovich reported on the police department.  As of this date, there have been 10,236 calls to service for the police department.  There have been 229 investigative reports for the year, 26 reports since August 21.  In addition, four warrant arrests, three suspended driver arrests, two under age drinking arrests, two disorderly conduct arrests, three motor vehicle accident reports (including one hit and run driver that was caught), two criminal mischief reports, two theft reports, four found property reports, three domestic violence complaints, one drinking in public, two juvenile dispute complaints, four impound of motor vehicles, and one Division of Youth & Family Services call.  Also, there have been 76 motor vehicle stops.  The first week of school went well.  Officers handed out flyers advising drivers that the school is open and that fines are increased in the school zone for all violations.  In addition, Mr. Frankovich reported that the Island Heights Fire Company Explorer Post will be holding a car wash on the day of the town wide yard sale (September 29), all donations will be accepted.    
Council Member Al Gabriel reported that the new oil tank at the Island Heights post office had been vandalized.  There are two tanks located there; one on standby in case there is a problem with the vandalized tank.  Mr. Gabriel along with public works installed protective covers over the lines to the Wanamaker flag pole to prevent further vandalism.  In addition, Mr. Gabriel stated that he is investigating the proper way to fertilize the River Avenue boardwalk trees.  In addition, Mr. Gabriel mentioned that the 9-11 ceremony was well attended.  He added that the Island Heights Police Department, Fire Company and First Aid looked very professional.  Many thanks to Island Heights police officer Bob Sinnott for again providing Amazing Grace with his bagpipes.  Mr. Sinnott has already volunteered to perform again next year.  Mr. Gabriel further stated that the nails on the first 1500 feet of the old section of the River Avenue boardwalk are rusting and need re-nailing.  A new nail gun will be purchased to expedite the nailing.  For information purposes, there are 3, 273 planks to be re-nailed with a use of 75,000 nails to properly re-nail the boardwalk.  Anyone wishing to volunteer for this project should call the borough hall and Mr. Gabriel will contact you.     
Council Member Brian Hall reported that public works had replaced fire hydrants on Garfield / Garden Avenues.  He asked council for approval to purchase 25 tons of ¾ blue stone from Clayton Block for the recycling center.  He pointed out that the recycling calendar is only good through the end of September and an updated one will be available in the near future.  He also stated that public works had repaired the handicapped ramp at the Island Heights Grade School.      
Council Member Greg Heizler reported that the next meeting of the post office advisory committee will be held at the borough complex on Monday, September 17, 2007 at 7:00 PM.  

Council President Karen L. Hershey reported that the recreation committee will host a fishing contest on September 22nd.  The event is open to seniors and kids.  The Committee is preparing flyers to distribute around town that will provide further details. 
Council Member Betsy Hyle reported on the Island Heights Library.  The new branch manager Amy Schade will be starting on Monday September 17…so please stop by and welcome her to our town.  We are still looking for any residents who have an interest in volunteering for the Library Board of Trustees.  You can contact Betsy Hyle.  In addition, Mrs. Hyle reported on the Island Heights Senior Advisory Committee.  Starting Tuesday October 2nd, borough hall will be available for senior events every Tuesday and Thursday from 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM.  Watch for more information on upcoming programs.  The bulletin board inside the entryway to borough hall will be used for senior event information and handouts like the trip information can be picked up in the entryway as well.  There will also be card tables, cards and board games provided for seniors who would like a place to bring a group together to play cards or scrabble.  Our next social event will be a folk dance demonstration at the school gym on Wednesday, September 26 at 7:00 PM with folk dancer Kathy Batsis.  So join us and try it out.  Lessons will be provided moving forward if the interest is there.  The Walking Club will continue meeting every Wednesday morning at 8:00 AM, and we will likely expand our days in the near future…stay tuned.  Mrs. Hyle then reported on the Island Heights Board of Education.  Debra Challoner was sworn in last night as a member of the Board of Education, filling the vacancy left by the resignation of Meredith Corbett.  Ms. Challoner is a former board member.  School Superintendent John Lichtenberg wanted me to pass along his thanks and appreciation for the shared services and fine work done at the school by the public works department.  They were of great assistance in repairing the handicapped ramp before school started and they will be helping with some fencing needs as well.  Finally, Mrs. Hyle reported that the Island Heights Cultural & Heritage Association will be holding an “Artists’ Studios and Gardens” tour on Saturday, September 15th from 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM.  Tickets can be purchased at the Cottage Museum on the day of the tour.  
Privilege of the Floor

These subjects were discussed during Privilege of the Floor, for additional details please see the approved minutes on the borough website. 
Drinking fountains at tennis courts
Vandalism at borough complex

Sailfest

Streetlights
Other Borough Actions

Approve a purchase order request to Clayton Block, in the amount of $700.00 for 25 tons of 3/4 blue stone.
Summary:  The Mayor and Council members unanimously approved the issuance of a purchase order to Clayton Block in the amount of $700.00 for 25 tons of 3/4 blue stone.  For details contact:  Jon Brodbeck, Assistant Superintendent of Public Works (732) 270-6424, Adrian Fanning, Administrator / CFO (732) 270-6415, Brian Hall, Council Member Liaison 

Other Items of Interest
The Island Heights Environmental Committee regularly scheduled meeting is Wednesday, September 19, 2007 at 7:00 PM held at the borough hall.

The Island Heights Recreation Committee regularly scheduled meeting is Monday, September 24, 2007 at 7:30 PM held at the borough hall.

The Island Heights Mayor and Council regularly scheduled meeting is Tuesday, September 25, 2007 at 7:00 PM held at the borough hall.

 The Island Heights Municipal Alliance Committee (MAC) hosts the annual town wide yard sale on Saturday, September 29, 2007 (rain date Sunday, September 30, 2007) from 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM.
 The Island Heights Senior Advisory Committee regularly scheduled meeting is Thursday, October 4, 2007 at 6:00 PM held at the borough hall.
All borough offices will be closed on Monday, October 8, 2007 in observance of Columbus Day.

 The Island Heights Board of Health regularly scheduled meeting is Tuesday, October 9, 2007 at 9:00 AM held at the borough hall.

The Island Heights Mayor and Council regularly scheduled meeting is Tuesday, October 9, 2007 at 7:00 PM held at the borough hall.

The Island Heights Planning Board regularly scheduled meeting is Wednesday, October 10, 2007 at 6:30 PM held at the borough hall.
    The Island Heights Board of Education regular meeting is Monday, September 10, 2007 workshop begins at 7:00 PM, followed by the regular meeting at 7:30 PM, held at the Island Heights Grade School, 115 Summit Avenue, Island Heights.

 The Island Heights Municipal Alliance Committee (MAC) regularly scheduled meeting is Wednesday, October 17, 2007 at 3:00 PM held at the borough hall.
 The Island Heights Environmental Committee regularly scheduled meeting is Tuesday, October 17, 2007 at 7:00 PM held at the borough hall.
 The Island Heights Recreation Committee regularly scheduled meeting is Monday, October 22, 2007 at 7:30 PM held at the borough hall.

The Island Heights Mayor and Council regularly scheduled meeting is Tuesday, October 23, 2007 at 7:00 PM held at the borough hall.
    Trick or Treat will be held on Tuesday, October 30, 2007.

 Toms River Halloween Parade will be held on Wednesday, October 31, 2007.
Island Heights Town Wide Yard Sale
Saturday, September 29, 2007

9:00 AM to 3:00 PM

Rain Date:  Sunday, September 30, 2007

* Proceeds from the sale of yard permits shall be allocated towards the required local match to the County funded Municipal Alliance Program.

Some Additional Events During 
Town Wide Yard Sale

Island Heights Fire Company Explorer Post Car Wash 
Island Heights Volunteer Fire Co. #1 Ladies Auxiliary Outdoor Flea Market - Limited spaces available, must provide own table and the fee is $10.00 each.  For more information call (732) 929-8393, and leave a message.  The fire house kitchen will be open serving breakfast and lunch with restrooms available.
The Municipal Clerk’s Office, Tax & Water/Sewer Office, Finance/Purchasing, Building & Fire Departments are open Monday – Friday 9:00 AM until 3:00 PM and Monday evening 6:00 PM until 8:00 PM.  Please call the Borough Hall at (732) 270-6415 for days and times of offices not listed above.

mayorcouncil@islandheightsgov.com

Mayor David M. Siddons
Council Member Karen L. Hershey
April D. Elley, Newsletter Editor (732) 270-6415
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