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Mayor and Council Newsletter


Borough of Island Heights

Council Meeting

December 18, 2007

www.islandheightsboro.com

_______________________________________________________________________


Agenda items are listed in the order that they were acted upon.  Each agenda item is summarized.  The mayor and/or council member familiar with the action is listed along with a telephone number.  Bulleted items were not part of the agenda but are for informational purposes.
Mayor David M. Siddons – Present
Council President Michael L. Frankovich - Present

Council members present:   Al Gabriel, Brian Hall, Greg Heizler, Karen L. Hershey, Betsy Hyle
Council members absent:  None  
1.  Adopt Resolution 2007 – 69 entitled, RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF ISLAND HEIGHTS, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, DESIGNATING THE MEETING DATES FOR THE YEAR 2008.
Summary:  The Mayor and Council Members unanimously approved a resolution designating the meeting dates for the year 2008 as follows: January 8 & 22, February 7 (Thursday) & 19, March 11 & 25, April 8 & 22, May 6 & 20, June 10 & 24, July 1 (Tuesday Re-Org) & 22, August 12, September 9 & 23, October 14 & 28, November 6 (Thursday) & 25, December 9 & 23, 2007.  Meetings are on Tuesday unless otherwise noted, and begin with the caucus at 7:00 PM.  For details contact:  Ellie Rogalski - Borough Clerk (732) 270-6415, David M. Siddons - Mayor     

2.  Adopt Resolution 2007 – 70 entitled, RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF ISLAND HEIGHTS, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF AN INTERLOCAL SERVICES AGREEMENT WITH THE COUNTY OF OCEAN FOR THE 966 REIMBURSEMENT PROGRAM.

Summary:  The Mayor and Council Members unanimously approved the execution of the Interlocal Service Agreement for the 966 Reimbursement Program between the Borough of 
Island Heights and Ocean County Emergency Management.  For details contact: Doug Platt - Emergency Management Coordinator (732) 270-5500, Adrian Fanning - Administrator / CFO (732) 270-6415, Al Gabriel - Council Member Liaison  

3.  Adopt Resolution 2007 – 71 entitled, RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF ISLAND HEIGHTS, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF AN INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT WITH THE ISLAND HEIGHTS GRADE SCHOOL FOR SNOW AND ICE REMOVAL.

Summary:  The Mayor and Council Members unanimously approved a resolution authorizing the execution of an inter-local agreement between the Borough of Island Heights and the Island Heights Grade School for snow and ice removal.  For details contact:  Jon Brodbeck - Assistant Superintendent of Public Works (732) 270-6424, Adrian Fanning - Administrator / CFO (732) 270-6415, Brian Hall - Council Member Liaison
4.  Adopt Resolution 2007 – 72 entitled, RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF ISLAND HEIGHTS, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF A CONTRACT BETWEEN THE BOROUGH OF ISLAND HEIGHTS AND THE ASSOCIATED HUMANE SOCIETY, INC. FOR ANIMAL CONTROL SERVICES.

Summary:  The Mayor and Council Members unanimously approved a resolution authorizing the execution of a contract between the Borough of Island Heights and the Associated Humane Society, Inc. for animal control services.  For more information please see Council Member Heizler’s liaison report.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning - Administrator / Chief Financial Officer (732) 270-6415, Greg Heizler - Council Member Liaison
5.  Approve payment of obligations chargeable to the 2007 operating budgets.

Summary:  With an abstention, the Mayor and Council Members approved the obligations chargeable to the operating budgets.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning - Administrator/CFO (732) 270-6415, David M. Siddons - Mayor
6.  Approve the following purchase order requests:
Public Works
Yardville Supply – Solar Salt / 2 @ $1,204.50 Total - $2,409.00

Pumping Services – Materials for River Avenue Pump Station 
Total - $956.52

Zep – Artic Sidewalk Salt 

Total - $698.00

Tranz Connection – Rebuild transmission 97 Crown Vic 

Total - $1,500.00
Jammer Doors – Doors for Post Office ($5,120.00) Doors for Library ($5,120.00) Furnish/Install Handicapped doors ($7,490.00) Total - $17,730.00

Blossom Lawn Center – Snow Blower 

Total - $2,114.10

ETCI – two Michelin 315/80r22.5 xzy-3 tires, dismount/mount disposal and valve stems
Total - $1,027.40

Plaza Auto – Catalytic converter 10/06

Total - $1,450.00

Administration

Dell, Inc. – Mobile Laptop Precision M4300

Total - $1,838.31

Quill – Autofolder paper folder

Total - $659.00

MDU Media Technologies – Motorized 70” x 70” screen with installation/hook up to projector and laptop

Total - $2,581.28
Summary:  The Mayor and Council Members unanimously approved the issuance of purchase orders for the above.  For details on Public Works purchases contact:  Jon Brodbeck - Assistant Superintendent of Public Works (732) 270-6424, Adrian Fanning - Administrator / CFO (732) 270-6415, Brian Hall - Council Member Liaison; For details on Administration purchases contact:  Adrian Fanning - Administrator / CFO (732) 270-6415, David M. Siddons - Mayor
7.  Approve minutes from the following meetings:  October 23, 2007, November 20, 2007 and December 4, 2007.
Summary:  With one abstention on the December 4, 2007 minutes, the Mayor and Council Members approved the minutes from the regular council meetings of October 23, 2007, November 20, 2007 and December 4, 2007.  For details contact:  Ellie Rogalski - Borough Clerk (732) 270-6415, David M. Siddons - Mayor 
8.  Adopt Resolution 2007 – 73 entitled, RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF ISLAND HEIGHTS, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, TO ENTER INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION.
Summary:  The Mayor and Council Members unanimously approved a resolution to enter into executive session.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning - Administrator/CFO (732) 270-6415, David M. Siddons - Mayor   
Liaison Reports

Mayor David M. Siddons commented on the state of Barnegat Bay.  He stated that more studies are needed to determine the source of pollution in the bay.  One of the problems is over fertilizing and we need to take action when ever and where ever we can.  He also stated that 40-62% of the pollution in the bay comes from the atmosphere.       
Council President Michael L. Frankovich reported that several residents have contacted him with concern to streetlights that are off.  Residents are reminded that they may call borough hall with the pole number, and the borough will report it to JCP & L.  Residents may also go online and report it to JCP & L directly.  When reporting an outage, please indicate if the light is out, or is flickering.  This will make a difference when the power company does its diagnostics.  Mr. Frankovich also requested the Island Heights Police Department to note any streetlights that may be out.  In addition, Mr. Frankovich announced that Santa Claus will be visiting on December 23rd starting around 4:00 PM.  In addition, Mr. Frankovich reported on the police department.  As of this date, there were 15,303 calls to service for the year.  There have been 336 investigative reports for the year, 15 reports since the last council meeting.  In addition, there have been five arrests (three warrant arrests, one D.W.I. arrest, and one hit and run arrest), one motor vehicle accident, one theft report,  three motor vehicle impounds, two harassment complaints, one theft report, one breaking and entering report, two miscellaneous reports (death report and assist NYPD with case interview), and 39 motor vehicle stops.  
Council Member Al Gabriel stated he is very concerned about the pollution in the Barnegat Bay which he experiences first hand due to his activities on the river a minimum of four days a week.  Also, after the first of the year, weather permitting the re-nailing of the boardwalk and the boatyard dock will begin.  The best of holidays to all. 
Council Member Brian Hall stated that borough employees are continuing to pick up leaves.  Ten truck loads of leaves were taken out of the borough over the last couple of weeks.  Residents can drop leaves off at the recycling center.  Twenty people dropped off recyclables on Saturday at the recycling center.  He read a letter from the Island Heights Board of Education thanking the public works employees for their help with the holiday concert.  He stated that public works will be taking care of snow removal at the grade school, and that there is an inter-local service agreement on the agenda to allow for same.  We are continuing to work on the police fleet to ensure maintenance of the vehicles is kept up to date.  Public works will be planting approximately 11 trees which were received from the Ocean County Shade Tree Commission.  He reminded residents that white goods will be picked up by the garbage contractor and that there is no need to remove Freon from any refrigerator / air conditioner units.  He wished all residents a Merry Christmas, Happy Holidays and a Happy New Year.    
Council Member Greg Heizler reported that we have a new animal control officer.  We've contracted with the Humane Society to serve in that capacity.  The services are slightly different than in the past and we encourage all residents to get to know them.  The Humane Society will serve normal hours of 9:00 AM - 6:00 PM, Monday through Friday.  Weekends and holidays are available but their services will cost slightly more.  That cost can be bourne, depending on the service, by the pet owner, the borough or the homeowner.  If a call is made to the Humane Society they will respond to any stray animal located outside of your home.  This service is covered under the contract.  If they catch a stray dog, cat, lizard, gila monster or any other sort of pet, they will bill the actual owner of the pet if it can be ascertained.  However, if you have a critter problem in your attic, garage or any other structure located on your property and you call for the assistance of the humane society you will be charged $95.00 / hour during normal hours and $125.00 / hour for weekends and holidays.  My thanks go out to Adrian Fanning for all of his hard work in securing this contract.  To contact the animal control officer, please call the police department at (732) 270-3006.  Please note that porpoises, whales and dead deer are not covered under the contract.
Council Member Karen L. Hershey reported that the Environmental Committee sponsored another fabulous presentation last Thursday.  Dr. Michael Kennish gave an excellent talk about global warming and the state of the Barnagat Bay.  About 40 people attended the event.  In November, the Environmental Committee sponsored a presentation by John Haas, the Director of Ocean County's recycling facility.  As a follow-up to that presentation, the Environmental Committee prepared an insert for this newsletter that summarizes the points that John Haas made at the presentation.  Ms. Hershey also reminded residents to use the borough web site as a resource and to keep in mind that residents can contact council people via e-mail at the borough’s website at www.islandheightsboro.com. 
Council Member Betsy Hyle reported on the Senior Advisory Committee.   The holiday dessert get-together was a great success with some 25 residents in attendance.  Thank you to Pastor Jeanne for the use of the Fellowship Hall at the Methodist Church.  Another reminder: Thursday January 24th at 7:00 PM for a discussion on Identity Theft and Scams presented by Cindy Boyd with the Ocean County Prosecutor’s Office.  The presentation will be held in the Fellowship Hall at the Island Heights United Methodist Church…and all town residents are urged to attend.  Mrs. Hyle also reported on the Board of Health.  The free rabies clinic will be held on Saturday, January 199, 2008 at the borough garage at the Public Works (Lake and Laurel Avenues) from 2:00 PM to 3:00 PM.  There is still one opening on the Board of Health.  Meetings are monthly on the second Tuesday at 9:00 AM.  If any resident would be interested in helping on the board, you can contact chair Pat Bailey through the borough offices, or Betsy Hyle.  In addition, Mrs. Hyle reported on the Island Heights Board of Education.   The Island Heights PTO is donating $3,000 to the grade school for the purchase of a new fully equipped SMART board for the classroom.  The Smart Board is essentially a multi-media electronic “chalkboard”.   The School Board approved the Recreational Committee’s use of the gym for Sunday Toss starting January 13th for indoor baseball practice.  Contact Recreation members Paul Smith or Joe Pellicio, or Karen Hershey, council member liaison.  Finally, Mrs. Hyle reported on the Cultural & Heritage Association.  Tomorrow, Wednesday December 19 at 1:00 PM…there is an open house at the Cottage Museum…to draw the winning raffle tickets for the two dollhouses and the gift certificates from the Olde Corner Deli.  Residents are invited to stop by and see the holiday cottage before the museum closes for the winter. 
Other Borough Actions

Accept with regret the resignation of Rob Greitz as borough attorney effective November 26, 2007.
Summary:  The Mayor and Council Members unanimously accepted with regrets the resignation of borough attorney Rob Greitz, effective November 26, 2007.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning - Administrator/CFO (732) 270-6415, David M. Siddons - Mayor
Approve appointment of Doug Jones and Steve Zabarsky from the firm Citta, Holzapfel and Zabarsky.

Summary:  The Mayor and Council Members unanimously approved the appointment of Doug Jones from the firm Citta, Holzapfel and Zabarsky to serve as borough attorney on an interim basis.  In addition, the governing body approved Steve Zabarsky to represent the borough in the Central Regional litigation.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning – Administrator / CFO (732) 270-6415, David M. Siddons – Mayor 
Approve non-contractual employees 4% increase for 2008.
Summary:  The Mayor and Council Members unanimously approved a 4% increase for the non-contractual employees effective 1/1/2008.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning - Administrator / CFO (732) 270-6415, David M. Siddons - Mayor
Other Items of Interest
The Island Heights Mayor and Council regularly scheduled meeting is Tuesday, January 8, 2008 at 7:00 PM held at the borough hall.

The Island Heights Planning Board regularly scheduled meeting is Wednesday, January 9, 2008 at 6:30 PM held at the borough hall.
    The Island Heights Board of Education regular meeting is Monday, January 14, 2008 workshop begins at 7:00 PM, followed by the regular meeting at 7:30 PM, held at the Island Heights Grade School, 115 Summit Avenue, Island Heights.
The Island Heights Environmental Committee regularly scheduled meeting is Wednesday, January 16, 2008 at 7:00 PM held at the borough hall.
The Central Regional School Board regularly scheduled meeting is Thursday, January 17, 2008 at 7:00 PM at the Board of Education building, Forest Hills Parkway, Bayville.
    Free Rabies Clinic is scheduled for Saturday, January 19, 2008 from 2:00 PM until 3:00 PM held at the borough garage, Lake and Laurel Avenues.

The Island Heights Mayor and Council regularly scheduled meeting is Tuesday, January 22, 2008 at 7:00 PM held at the borough hall.

 The Island Heights Recreation Committee regularly scheduled meeting is Monday, January 28, 2008 at 7:30 PM held at the borough hall.
Free Rabies Clinic

Saturday, January 19, 2008
2:00 PM until 3:00 PM

Island Heights Public Works Building

Corner of Lake and Laurel Avenues
Notice
DOG & CAT LICENSES ARE TO BE RENEWED

JANUARY 1 OF EACH YEAR

* Proof of Current Rabies Required 

* Spaying/Neutering Certificate to obtain $3.00 discount

Dog Fee: $10.00 - Proof Spayed/Neutered $7.00
Cat Fee:  $7.00

In addition, a Late Fee of $5.00 will be Imposed February 1 and additional $1.00 each month late thereafter
The Municipal Clerk’s Office, Tax & Water/Sewer Office, Finance/Purchasing, Building & Fire Departments are open Monday – Friday 9:00 AM until 3:00 PM and Monday evening 6:00 PM until 8:00 PM.  Please call the Borough Hall at (732) 270-6415 for days and times of offices not listed above.
mayorcouncil@islandheightsgov.com

Mayor David M. Siddons (732) 929-1231

Council Member Karen L. Hershey (732) 288-0388 
April D. Elley, Newsletter Editor (732) 270-6415
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