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Mayor and Council Newsletter


Borough of Island Heights

Council Meeting

February 19, 2008

www.islandheightsboro.com

_______________________________________________________________________


Agenda items are listed in the order that they were acted upon.  Each agenda item is summarized.  The mayor and/or council member familiar with the action is listed along with a telephone number.  Bulleted items were not part of the agenda but are for informational purposes.
Mayor David M. Siddons – Present
Council President Michael L. Frankovich - Present
Council members present:   Al Gabriel, Brian Hall, Greg Heizler, Karen L. Hershey, Betsy Hyle
Council members absent:  None 
1.  Introduction of Ordinance 2008 – 04, AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF ISLAND HEIGHTS, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AMENDING CHAPTER XXIX OF THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE BOROUGH OF ISLAND HEIGHTS ENTITLED LAND USE PROCEDURES.

Summary:  After first reading and introduction of ordinance 2008 - 04, with one abstention the Mayor and Council Members approved an ordinance amending Chapter XXIX of the revised general ordinances of the Borough of Island Heights entitled land use procedures.  This ordinance deals with stormwater management regulations, and covers some minor adjustments, recommended by the Ocean County Planning Department, to borough ordinance 2006 – 04.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning - Administrator/CFO (732) 270-6415, David M. Siddons - Mayor 
2.  Approve payment of obligations chargeable to the 2007 operating budgets and the 2008 temporary operating budgets.

Summary:  With one (1) abstention, the Mayor and Council Members approved the obligations chargeable to the operating budgets.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning - Administrator/CFO (732) 270-6415, David M. Siddons - Mayor 
3.  Approve the following purchase order requests:

(1) Police Department

Blue Line Emergency Lighting

LLC for vehicle maintenance on F150 - $778.60

Warnock Fleet Sales

2008 Dodge Durango - $22,778.40


(2) Public Works

Sensus Metering System

Support Program - $1,200.00


(3) Administration

Tri-State Office Solutions

Service Contract Panasonic Copier - $2,250.00


(4) EMERGENCY  MANAGEMENT

EMR Power System, LLC

Repair Radiator on Diesel Generator - $2,000.00

(5)  WATER / SEWER

Sensus Metering Systems

Meter Reading Equipment - $7,482.96
Summary:  The Mayor and Council Members unanimously approved the issuance of purchase orders for all items listed above.  For details on item 1 contact:  Lt. Kevin Arnold – (732) 270-3006, Adrian Fanning - Administrator/CFO (732) 270-6415, Michael L. Frankovich – Council Member Liaison; For details on Items 2 and 5 contact:  Jon Brodbeck - Assistant Superintendent of Public Works (732) 270-6424, Adrian Fanning – Administrator / Chief Financial Officer, Brian Hall – Council Member Liaison; For details on Item 3 conctact:  Adrian Fanning – Administrator / Chief Financial Officer (732) 270-6415, David M. Siddons - Mayor; For details on Item 4 contact:  Doug Platt – Emergency Management Coordinator (732) 270-5500, Adrian Fanning – Administrator / Chief Financial Officer (732) 270-6415, Al Gabriel – Council Member Liaison
4.  Accept with regrets the resignation of Arline Rubino from the Senior Advisory Committee.

Summary:  The Mayor and Council Members unanimously accepted with regrets the resignation of Arline Rubino from the Island Heights Senior Advisory Committee.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning - Administrator/CFO (732) 270-6415, Betsy Hyle – Council Member Liaison
5.  Adopt Resolution 2008 – 16 entitled, RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF ISLAND HEIGHTS, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, TO ENTER INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION.
Summary:  The Mayor and Council Members unanimously approved a resolution to enter into executive session.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning, Administrator/CFO (732) 270-6415, David M. Siddons, Mayor
Liaison Reports

Mayor David M. Siddons reported that there was no update yet on the 2008 budget.  We are waiting to hear Governor Corzine state budget address next week to see if there are any impacts on our annual state aid figures.  Mayor Siddons then discussed the laptop, projector / screen and computer purchases made possible from a grant from Comcast.  The grant provided $15,000.00 to the Island Heights Grade School and $3,000.00 to the Island Heights Library. The funds provided to the school and the library was for the purchase of computer equipment.  The borough received $12,000.00 for educational and training for borough employees.  The borough purchased a new server and four new computers located in the borough hall.  The computers which were replaced have been re-located for use in the Mayor’s office, the building and fire departments.  These computers have been tied into the server and internet service has been established for them.  In addition, a laptop with projector and screen were purchased and installed in the borough meeting hall.  The meeting hall has also been set up with internet access.  Mayor Siddons then turned his report over to Borough Administrator Adrian Fanning.  Mr. Fanning reported on a meeting he attended on behalf of Mayor Siddons on the first Ocean County wind summit held at Ocean Gate municipal complex.  For further details on the wind summit contact Adrian Fanning at the borough hall (732) 270-6415.   
Council President Michael L. Frankovich reported on the police department.  As of this date, there have been 2,968 calls to service.  There have been 30 investigative reports since the last report given at the January 22, 2008 meeting, and 56 reports for the year.  In addition, there have been 13 arrests (six warrant arrests, one DWI, five driving offenses, and one contempt of court), two motor vehicle accidents (one hit and run), one reckless driving report, two domestic violence reports, one found property report, two harassment complaint reports, two criminal mischief complaint reports, two administrative reports, four theft reports, one breaking and entering report, and 241 motor vehicle stops since the January 22, 2008 council meeting.  Mr. Frankovich mentioned that Lieutenant Arnold and Officer Burns attended a seminar given by the Ocean County Prosecutor’s Office for school security.  This meeting was attended by all Law Enforcement Agency’s in Ocean County and representatives from many schools including Island Heights.  Officer Koehler and Lieutenant Arnold attended the New Jersey State Police Recertification class for the Alcotest 7110.  Finally, Mr. Frankovich stated that March 1st starts the new law requiring that while driving, all drivers must use a hands free device for their cell phones.  Enforcement is going to be very strict throughout the state.  
Council Member Al Gabriel reported that the borough is shopping for a plumbing and electrical inspector for the uniform construction code due to the fact that Ocean County is closing their department down effective July 1, 2008.  In addition, Mr. Gabriel reported that he is seeking a contact person for the Ocean County String Band.  Mr. Gabriel stated that the borough has received complaints of structural problems, therefore the borough would like to conduct an interior inspection.   Finally, Mr. Gabriel reported that the borough is holding off repairing the first portion of the boardwalk.  The borough is planning on replacing the first 1150 feet in 2009.  The borough is in the process of exploring possibilities of the labor portion, which should prove to be a substantial savings to the taxpayer.
Council Member Brian Hall thanked Foreman Jason Murt for stepping up to the plate and keeping things moving at public works in the absence of Jon Brodbeck.  He also stated that there was some progress with the Fletcher and Lake Drive pump stations.  We should see work begin there in the very near future.  The Ocean County Road Department will be repaving Van Sant Avenue in the spring.  They are now finished with the drainage installation work there.  He also stated that the tires on the garbage truck need to be retreaded and that public works is working on a new location for batteries at the recycling center.  He asked residents to empty garbage bags into the recycling containers and not throw them in there directly.  He further stated that all maintenance had been completed on all the police vehicles.              
Council Member Karen Hershey reported that on Wednesday, February 20th, the Island Heights Environmental Committee presented a program about Ocean County's Natural Land Trust Program.  Mark Villinger from the Trust made the presentation on behalf of the County.  Ms. Hershey further reported that a synopsis of Dr. Kennish's December 13th speech about the status of the Barnegat Bay will be included in this week's newsletter.  She also announced that EC Chairman Don Roberts will be working with Councilmember Gabriel on planting sea grass along the River Avenue boardwalk.  Regarding recreation, Councilwoman Hershey indicated that the Easter Egg Hunt will take place on March 22nd at 10:00 AM at Memorial Field.  Once again, the Easter Bunny has agreed to make a guest appearance at the event.  In the event of rain, the hunt will take place on Sunday, March 23rd at 1:00 PM.  Finally, Ms. Hershey was pleased to announce some updates to the borough's web site.  She indicated that the borough has a new web hosting service--Coastal Solutions.   Borough residents can now e-mail Councilmember Gabriel and learn more about the Island Heights Police Department and the officers who patrol our town.  
Council Member Betsy Hyle reported on the  Senior Advisory Committee.  The next social get-together is Folk Dancing on Wednesday, February 27th from 1:00 PM to 3:00 PM at the Island Heights grade school gym.  Some of the 6th graders will be joining in on the fun!  Our next Senior event will be on Thursday, March 20th at the United Methodist Church from 1:00 PM to 3:00 PM.  This will be your chance to see the Youth room we’ll be sharing once a month.  So stop by to discuss the newest survey results, play a game of pool, catch up with friends and have some refreshment.  Don’t forget to sign up for another of our intergenerational programs. The Senior Advisory Committee and the Island Heights grade school are partnering to offer computer classes for our seniors.  The first sessions are scheduled for Wednesday, March 26th and Thursday, March 27th from 9:30 AM to10:30 AM in the school computer lab.  The first session will concentrate on how to surf the internet, the second session is on emailing.  There is room for 12 people at each of the sessions, so it will be first come first serve.  Sign up sheets will be available during business hours at the borough office.  A reminder to please fill out the 2008 Senior Survey and return it to borough hall.  If you need another copy there are extras there as well.  In addition, Mrs. Hyle reported on the Island Heights Board of Education.  On Wednesday, March 26th at 6:30 PM there will be an open meeting for the public to discuss the proposed Island Heights Grade School budget 2008 - 2009.  The meeting will be at the school. This is an opportunity for residents to find out more about the budget before voting on it.  The annual school budget voting is scheduled for Tuesday, April 15th.  There are also three (3) school board positions on the ballot.  As a follow-up to an inquiry by the previous council education ad hoc committee, a letter has been sent from the Borough of Island Heights and the Island Heights Board of Education to Mr. David Trethaway, Superintendent of Central Regional, requesting an update regarding Advanced Placement Courses, SAT Scores, College Preparatory Classes and Articulation and Outreach with Sending Districts.  Mrs. Hyle  also reported on the   
Island Heights Cultural & Heritage Association.  The Cultural & Heritage Association will be holding its annual wine tasting & dinner fundraiser at Caffé Italia on Thursday, April 24th from 7:00 PM to 9:00 PM. This year’s theme is “Wines around the World” and the cost is $50/per person.  Tickets go quickly, so for more information call (732) 929-2815.
Privilege of the Floor

These subjects were discussed during Privilege of the Floor, for additional details please see the approved minutes on the borough website. 

Ordinances on the borough website
Commingled papers
Environmental committee
Other Items of Interest
 The Island Heights Senior Advisory Committee regularly scheduled meeting is Thursday, March 6, 2008 at 7:00 PM held at the borough hall.
    The Island Heights Board of Education regular meeting is Monday, March 10, 2008 workshop begins at 7:00 PM, followed by the regular meeting at 7:30 PM, held at the Island Heights Grade School, 115 Summit Avenue, Island Heights.
The Island Heights Board of Health regularly scheduled meeting is Tuesday, March 11, 2008 at 9:00 AM held at the borough hall.

The Island Heights Mayor and Council regularly scheduled meeting is Tuesday, March 11, 2008 at 7:00 PM held at the borough hall.

The Island Heights Planning Board regularly scheduled meeting is Wednesday, March 12, 2008 at 6:30 PM held at the borough hall.
The Island Heights Environmental Committee regularly scheduled meeting is Wednesday, March 19, 2008 at 7:00 PM held at the borough hall.
The Central Regional School Board regularly scheduled meeting is Thursday, March 20, 2008 at 7:00 PM at the Board of Education building, Forest Hills Parkway, Bayville.
All municipal offices will be closed on Friday, March 21, 2008 in observance of Good Friday.

The Island Heights Recreation Committee will hold the Annual Easter Egg Hunt at 10:00 AM on Saturday, March 22, 2008 at Memorial Field, corner of Lake and Maple Avenues.  The egg hunt is open to all Island Heights children through 6th grade.  The rain date shall be Easter Sunday, March 23, 2008 at 1:00 PM.

The Municipal Clerk’s Office, Tax Collector & Water/Sewer Office, Finance & Purchasing, are open Monday – Friday 9:00 AM until 3:00 PM and Monday evening 6:00 PM until 8:00 PM.  
Building & Fire Departments, Tax Assessor and Municipal Court are open Monday evening 6:00 PM until 8:00 PM. Please call the Borough Hall at (732) 270-6415 for days and times of offices not listed above.
mayorcouncil@islandheightsgov.com

Mayor David M. Siddons
Council Member Karen L. Hershey
April D. Elley, Newsletter Editor (732) 270-6415
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