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Mayor and Council Newsletter


Borough of Island Heights

Council Meeting

March 11, 2008

www.islandheightsboro.com

_______________________________________________________________________


Agenda items are listed in the order that they were acted upon.  Each agenda item is summarized.  The mayor and/or council member familiar with the action is listed along with a telephone number.  Bulleted items were not part of the agenda but are for informational purposes.
Mayor David M. Siddons – Present
Council President Michael L. Frankovich - Present
Council members present:   Al Gabriel, Brian Hall, Greg Heizler, Karen L. Hershey
Council members absent:  Betsy Hyle 
1.  Adopt Resolution 2008 – 18 entitled, RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF ISLAND HEIGHTS, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, DECLARING A GENERAL HIRING FREEZE.
Summary:  The Mayor and Council Members unanimously approved a resolution declaring a general hiring freeze.  The borough has been notified by the State of New Jersey, Department of Community Affairs that the amount of state aid it can anticipate for 2008 is approximately 40% less than it received in 2007.  This announcement came as a result of Governor Corzine’s proposed budget which cut state aid to all municipalities.  Last year the borough received $201,350.00 in state aid and for 2008 this amount has been reduced to $123,464.00, a difference of $77,886.00.  The Mayor and Council therefore voted unanimously to declare a hiring freeze and not replace two (2) staff members, one police officer and one public works employee, who have resigned.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning - Administrator/CFO (732) 270-6415, David M. Siddons - Mayor
2.  Second reading and adoption of Ordinance 2008 – 01, AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF ISLAND HEIGHTS, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING ORDINANCES 98-02, 97-09 AND 96-21 ESTABLISHING AND FIXING CONSTRUCTION FEES IN AND FOR THE BOROUGH OF ISLAND HEIGHTS.

3.  Public Hearing Ordinance 2008 – 01.

4.  Adoption Ordinance 2008 – 01.

Summary:  After the public hearing of ordinance 2008 - 01, the Mayor and Council Members unanimously approved an ordinance amending and supplementing 
ordinances 98-02, 97-09 and 96-21 establishing and fixing construction fees in and for the Borough of Island 
Heights.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning - Administrator/CFO (732) 270-6415, Al Gabriel – Council Member Liaison 
5.  Second reading and adoption of Ordinance 2008 – 02, AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF ISLAND HEIGHTS, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, ESTABLISHING AN APPLICATION AND AN APPLICATION FEE FOR THE USE OF THE MUNICIPAL PAVILION AND/OR THE CONTIGUOUS MUNICIPAL PROPERTY LOCATED IN AND FOR THE BOROUGH OF ISLAND HEIGHTS.

6. Public Hearing Ordinance 2008 – 02.

7.  Adoption Ordinance 2008 – 02.

Summary:  After the hearing of ordinance 2008 - 02, the Mayor and Council Members unanimously approved an ordinance establishing an application and an application fee for the use of the municipal pavilion and/or the contiguous municipal property located in and for the Borough of Island Heights.  This ordinance establishes an application and authorizes a fee for use of the municipal pavilion and/or the contiguous municipal property.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning - Administrator/CFO (732) 270-6415, Michael L. Frankovich – Council President Liaison 
8.  Second reading and adoption of Ordinance 2008 – 03, AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF ISLAND HEIGHTS, COUNTY OF OCEAN, 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY, ESTABLISHING AND FIXING THE APPLICATION FEE FOR THE USE OF THE MUNICIPAL PAVILION AND/OR THE CONTIGUOUS MUNICIPAL PROPERTY LOCATED IN AND FOR THE BOROUGH OF ISLAND HEIGHTS.

9.  Public Hearing Ordinance 2008 – 03.

10.  Adoption Ordinance 2008 – 03.

Summary:  After the public hearing of ordinance 2008 - 03, the Mayor and Council Members unanimously approved an ordinance establishing and fixing the application fee for the use of the municipal pavilion and/or the contiguous municipal property located in and for the Borough of Island Heights.  This ordinance fixes the amount of the fee associated with the use of the municipal pavilion and/or the contiguous municipal property.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning - Administrator/CFO (732) 270-6415, Michael L. Frankovich – Council President Liaison
11.  Second reading and adoption of Ordinance 2008 – 04, AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF ISLAND HEIGHTS, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AMENDING CHAPTER XXIX OF THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE BOROUGH OF ISLAND HEIGHTS ENTITLED LAND USE PROCEDURES.

12.  Public Hearing Ordinance 2008 – 04.

13.  Adoption Ordinance 2008 – 04.

Summary:  After the public hearing of ordinance 2008 - 04, with one abstention the Mayor and Council Members approved an ordinance amending Chapter XXIX of the revised general ordinances of the Borough of Island Heights entitled land use procedures.  This ordinance deals with stormwater management regulations, and covers some minor adjustments, recommended by the Ocean County Planning Department, to borough ordinance 2006 – 04.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning - Administrator/CFO (732) 270-6415, David M. Siddons - Mayor 
14.  Approve payment of obligations chargeable to the 2007 operating budgets and the 2008 temporary operating budgets.

Summary:  The Mayor and Council Members unanimously approved the obligations chargeable to the operating budgets.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning - Administrator/CFO (732) 270-6415, David M. Siddons - Mayor
15.  Approve the following purchase order requests:

(1) Municipal Court
Usher Publishing - Traffic Ticket Books (2000) Total - $770.00


(2) Public Works

Rutgers - CPWM Courses (3) – Total $1,568.00
Summary:  The Mayor and Council Members unanimously approved the issuance of purchase orders for all items listed above.  For details on item 1 contact:  Elizabeth Boettger -  Court Administrator (732) 270-6161, Adrian Fanning - Administrator/CFO (732) 270-6415, Betsy Hyle – Council Member Liaison; For details on item 2 contact:  Jon Brodbeck - Assistant Superintendent of Public Works (732) 270-6424, Adrian Fanning – Administrator/CFO, Brian Hall – Council Member Liaison 
16.  Approve the Borough of Island Heights Stormwater Management Plan.
Summary:  With one abstention, the Mayor and Council Members approved the Borough of Island Heights stormwater management plan.  This plan had been sent to the Ocean County Planning Department of its review and after some minor changes were made it was approved on February 15, 2008 along with a revised stormwater management ordinance.  The Mayor and Council formally adopted the plan which now brings the borough into full compliance with the State of New Jersey, Department of Environmental Protetion’s stormwater regulations.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning - Administrator/CFO (732) 270-6415, David M. Siddons - Mayor 
17.  Approve the request from the Island Heights Municipal Alliance Committee to hold the Annual Town Wide Yard Sale on Saturday, September 27, 2008.

Summary:  The Mayor and Council Members unanimously approved the request from the Island Heights Municipal Alliance Committee to hold the Annual Town Wide Yard Sale on Saturday, September 27, 2008 from 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM, rain date of September 28, 2008.  Permit fees collected shall be allocated towards the State/County required cash match for the 2009 grant.  This is the ninth year the alliance has been promoting alcohol and drug awareness to Island Heights residents.  For details contact:  Wendy Prior - MAC Chairperson (732) 270-6414, Adrian Fanning - Administrator/CFO (732) 270-6415, Karen L. Hershey - Council Member Liaison 

18.  Accept with regrets the resignations of: 
(1) Michael Koehler from the Island Heights Police Department effective 3/16/08

(2) Brian Kelly from the Island Heights Public Works Department effective 2/15/08
Summary:  The Mayor and Council Members unanimously accepted with regrets the resignations of Michael Koehler from the Island Heights Police Department and Brian Kelly from the Island Heights Public Works Department.  For details on item 1 contact:  Lt. Kevin Arnold (732) 270-3006, Adrian Fanning - Administrator/CFO (732) 270-6415, Michael L. Frankovich – Council President Liaison; For details on item 2 contact:  Jon Brodbeck – Assistant Superintendent of Public Works (732) 270-6424, Adrian Fanning - Administrator/CFO (732) 270-6415, Brian Hall – Council Member Liaison 
19.  Accept with regrets the resignation of Linda Tavares from the Environmental Committee.

Summary:  The Mayor and Council Members unanimously accepted with regrets the resignation of Linda Tavares from the Island Heights Environmental Committee.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning – Administrator/CFO, Karen L. Hershey, Council Member Liaison 
20.  Approve minutes from the meeting of February 07, 2008.
Summary:  With one abstention, the Mayor and Council Members approved the minutes from the regular council meeting of February  7, 2008.  For details contact:  Ellie Rogalski – Borough Clerk (732) 270-6415, David M. Siddons – Mayor 
21.  Adopt Resolution 2008 – 17 entitled, RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF ISLAND HEIGHTS, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, TO ENTER INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION.
Summary:  There was no need for closed session, therefore this resolution was not acted upon.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning - Administrator/CFO (732) 270-6415, David M. Siddons - Mayor 
Liaison Reports

Council President Michael L. Frankovich reported on the police department.  As of this date, there have been 4,116 calls to service for the year.  There have been 21 investigative reports since the last report given at the February 26, 2008 meeting, and 81 reports for the year.  In addition, there have been 13 arrests (ten warrant arrests, one DWI, one domestic violence assault, one aggravated assaul arrest (three officers assaulted and two first aid members), one domestic violence report, one stolen property report, one verbal dispute report, one missing person report, one storm damage report (three telephone poles and wires down), one illegal dumping report, three motor vehicle impounds, and 120 motor vehicle stops since the last council meeting.  In addition, Mr. Frankovich stated that Lieutenant Arnold and Patrolman Sinnott attended a seminar given by the Ocean County Office of Emergency Management in reference to 966 applications.  The new police vehicle was ordered and we are waiting on delivery.  Finally, Mr. Frankovich and the police department wish Patrolman Michael C. Koehler and his family the best of luck on his new career.    
Council Member Al Gabriel reported that the borough is trying to reorganize the building inspection department due to the County disbanding their inspection department.  Mr. Gabriel is working with the environmental committee for plantings along the boardwalk on River Avenue, to be exact 796 feet.  The plantings will take place in mid April, with volunteer labor.  In addition, he mentioned that the existing soil conditions around the boardwalk are fine for the plantings.  Finally, Mr. Gabriel stated that he removed some of the boardwalk planks to check the underframing which revealed major problems.  Mr. Gabriel has a remedy to correct the problems with very little cost to the taxpayers.   
Council Member Brian Hall thanked the borough engineer and borough attorney for getting the pump station project moving forward.  Lake Drive pump station is now completed and the contractor is working on the Fletcher Place pump station.  As soon as the pump stations are finished, public works will be working on a number of water main leaks, particulary the one at the First Aid building.  Public works will also be working on the borough storm drains, they will be cleaned out in the near future.  The recycling calendar is now available.  Leaf pickup will be eliminated for the months of April, May, June and October, but there will be pick up on Fridays in November, December and January.  Paper can no longer be tied in bundles as in the past.  We are asking residents to place all types of paper including cardboard in a container with a lid, weighing no more than 40 pounds.  A closed recycling container will be placed at the recycling center for clothes.  He asked residents for input on the need to provide a container for metal.  If there is a need, one will be put in place.  All police vehicles are in working order and he stated that Officer Curtis would be replacing Officer Koehler as the police contact for police vehicle maintenance with public works.  He thanked public works and emergency management personnel for their assistance with downed power lines as a result of last weeks storm.  Mr. Hall also mentioned that Rutgers has a fact sheet available on Gypsy Moths.  Residents interested may view or obtain a copy from the borough website:  www.islandheightsgov.com and click on the link to Rutgers Cooperative Research & Extension – Fact Sheet “Gypsy Moth on Home Grounds”.   
Council Member Greg Heizler reported that the post office advisory committee will be meeting on 3/24.  Items to be discussed are the new post office lease and post office compliance with recycling regulations.  Mr. Heizler also reported that animal control made exactly zero calls to Island Heights in the month of January.  Council member Gabriel reported the sighting of a happy seal in the area of municipal boat ramp.  Please note that if you have a dog or cat you are required to obtain a license.  Your time to renew is past due and please take the time to obtain the appropriate license at your earliest convenience.  Finally, Mr. Heizler reported that the Central Regional School District has instituted a new plan for the relatively very few students who have grades that are struggling, but still have a desire to remain involved in school activities.  In addition, the Board responded to a letter requesting specific information on some school improvements.  The response suggested further meetings in the future to discuss our concerns.            
Council Member Karen Hershey reported that the Easter Egg Hunt will take place on Saturday, March 22 at 10:00 AM at Memorial Field.  The rain date is Easter Sunday, March 23 at 1:00 PM.  Camp Out night will take place on June 21.  More details to follow.  Also, don't forget to check out the Island Heights web site for updates and info about what is going on in town.  The address is www.islandheightsboro.com.  
On behalf of Council Member Betsy Hyle, Council Member Karen Hershey reported on the Senior Advisory Committee.  This is a correction from our last newsletter.  Our next Senior Meeting will be on Wednesday, March 19 at the United Methodist Church from 1:00 PM to 3:00 PM.  This will be your chance to see the Youth room we’ll be sharing once a month.  So stop by to discuss the newest survey results, play a game of pool, catch up with friends and have some refreshments.  Reminder: The Senior Advisory Committee and the Island Heights grade school are partnering to offer computer classes for our seniors.  The first sessions are scheduled for Wednesday, March 26th and Thursday, March 27th from 9:30 AM to10:30 AM in the school computer lab.  The first session will concentrate on how to surf the internet, the second session is on emailing.  There is room for 12 people at each of the sessions, so it will be first come first serve.  Sign up sheets are available during business hours at the borough office.  Ms. Hershey also reported on the Island Heights Board of Education,  Congratulations to the students of the Island Heights Grade School for meeting and exceeding their goal of 500 books for the Reading Across America challenge. To celebrate this awesome achievement, there will be a school-wide field trip to the Lakewood Blueclaws game at 11:00 AM on April 17th.  The Municipal Alliance has donated $800, and the school would welcome any donations towards the trip from town residents.  Reminder:  On Wednesday, March 26th at 6:30 PM, there will be an open meeting for the public to discuss the proposed Island Heights Grade School budget 2008 - 2009.  The meeting will be at the school. This is an opportunity for residents to find out more about the budget before voting on it.  The annual school budget voting is scheduled for Tuesday, April 15th.  There are also three (3) school board positions on the ballot.  Finally, Ms. Hershey reported on the Island Heights Cultural & Heritage Association.  Reminder: The Cultural & Heritage Association will be holding its Annual Wine Tasting & Dinner fundraiser at Caffé Italia on Thursday, April 24th from 7:00 PM to 9:00 PM.  This year’s theme is “Wines around the World” and the cost is $50/per person.  
Privilege of the Floor

These subjects were discussed during Privilege of the Floor, for additional details please see the approved minutes on the borough website. 

State aid cuts
Shared services

Police report

Recycling

Property tax assessments

Memorial Field
Van Sant road works

Other Borough Actions
Adopt Resolution 2008 – 19 entitled, RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF ISLAND HEIGHTS, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, SETTING THE APPLICATION FEES FOR USE OF PAVILION AND CONTIGUOUS MUNICIPAL PROPERTY PER ORDINANCE 2008 - 03.
Summary:  The Mayor and Council Members unanimously approved a resolution setting the application fees for use of pavilion and continguous municipal property per ordinance 2008 – 03.  The fee for applications received prior to March 31st shall be $50.00 and $75.00 thereafter.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning - Administrator/CFO (732) 270-6415, David M. Siddons - Mayor 
Other Items of Interest
The Central Regional School Board regularly scheduled meeting is Thursday, March 20, 2008 at 7:00 PM at the High School Presentation Room.
All municipal offices will be closed on Friday, March 21, 2008 in observance of Good Friday.

The Island Heights Recreation Committee will hold the Annual Easter Egg Hunt at 10:00 AM on Saturday, March 22, 2008 at Memorial Field, corner of Lake and Maple Avenues.  The egg hunt is open to all Island Heights children through 6th grade.  The rain date shall be Easter Sunday, March 23, 2008 at 1:00 PM.

The Island Heights Mayor and Council regularly scheduled meeting is Tuesday, March 25, 2008 at 7:00 PM held at the borough hall.
 The Island Heights Senior Advisory Committee regularly scheduled meeting is Thursday, April 3, 2008 at 7:00 PM held at the borough hall.
The Island Heights Board of Health regularly scheduled meeting is Tuesday, April 8, 2008 at 9:00 AM held at the borough hall.

The Island Heights Mayor and Council regularly scheduled meeting is Tuesday, April 8, 2008 at 7:00 PM held at the borough hall.
The Island Heights Planning Board regularly scheduled meeting is Wednesday, April 9, 2008 at 6:30 PM held at the borough hall.
The Municipal Clerk’s Office, Tax Collector & Water/Sewer Office, Finance & Purchasing, are open Monday – Friday 9:00 AM until 3:00 PM and Monday evening 6:00 PM until 8:00 PM.  
Building & Fire Departments, Tax Assessor and Municipal Court are open Monday evening 6:00 PM until 8:00 PM. Please call the Borough Hall at (732) 270-6415 for days and times of offices not listed above.
mayorcouncil@islandheightsgov.com

Mayor David M. Siddons
Council Member Karen L. Hershey
April D. Elley, Newsletter Editor (732) 270-6415
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