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Mayor and Council Newsletter


Borough of Island Heights

Council Meeting

March 25, 2008

www.islandheightsboro.com

_______________________________________________________________________


Agenda items are listed in the order that they were acted upon.  Each agenda item is summarized.  The mayor and/or council member familiar with the action is listed along with a telephone number.  Bulleted items were not part of the agenda but are for informational purposes.
Mayor David M. Siddons – Present
Council President Michael L. Frankovich - Present
Council members present:   Al Gabriel, Brian Hall, Greg Heizler, Karen L. Hershey, Betsy Hyle
Council members absent:  None 
1.  Adopt Resolution 2008 – 21 entitled, RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF ISLAND HEIGHTS, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, PROCLAIMING APRIL AS AUTISM AWARENESS MONTH.
Summary:  The Mayor and Council Members unanimously approved a resolution proclaiming April as Autism Awareness Month.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning - Administrator/CFO (732) 270-6415, David M. Siddons - Mayor    

2.  Adopt Resolution 2008 – 22 entitled, RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF ISLAND HEIGHTS, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, PROVIDING FOR THE CREATION OF EMERGENCY TEMPORARY APPROPRIATIONS PURSUANT TO THE PROVISIONS OF CHAPTER 96, P.L. 1951 (N.J.S.A. 40A:4-20)

Summary:  The Mayor and Council Members unanimously approved a resolution providing for the creation of emergency temporary appropriations pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 96, P.L. 1951 (N.J.S.A. 40A:4-20).  In accordance with state law, the borough passes a temporary budget at the beginning of each year to operate the borough until the final budget is passed later in the spring.  The temporary budget passed in January covers only the first three months of the year.  It was necessary to pass a resolution increasing the temporary budget for an additional three (3) months.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning - Administrator/CFO (732) 270-6415, David M. Siddons - Mayor 
3.  Adopt Resolution 2008 – 24 entitled, RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF ISLAND HEIGHTS, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, DESIGNATING A SPECIAL COUNSEL FOR TAX APPEAL MATTERS.

Summary:  The Mayor and Council Members unanimously approved a resolution designating Christopher J. Connors, Esquire as special counsel for tax appeal matters.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning - Administrator/CFO (732) 270-6415, Karen L. Hershey - Council Member Liaison 
4.  Approve payment of obligations chargeable to the 2007 operating budgets and the 2008 temporary operating budgets.

Summary:  The Mayor and Council Members unanimously approved the obligations chargeable to the operating budgets.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning - Administrator/CFO (732) 270-6415, David M. Siddons - Mayor
5.  Approve the following purchase order requests:

(1) Environmental Committee
Pinelands Nursery – Various plants River Avenue boardwalk Total - $1,500.00 (Not to exceed)
(2) Municipal Alliance Committee
Six Flags Great Adventure – DARE Graduation Trip – Total $573.00
Summary:  The Mayor and Council Members unanimously approved the issuance of purchase orders for all items listed above.  For details on item 1 contact:  Adrian Fanning - Administrator/CFO (732) 270-6415, Karen L. Hershey – Council Member Liaison;  For details on item 2 contact:  Wendy Prior, MAC Chairperson (732) 270-6414, Adrian Fanning - Administrator/CFO (732) 270-6415, Karen L. Hershey – Council Member Liaison
6.  Approve the following Raffle License Applications:

(1) Island Heights Grade School PTO, License #R2008-01; DOE:  June 10, 2008


(2) Island Heights Volunteer Fire Company #1, License #$2008-02; DOE:  September 26, 2008
Summary:  With two (2) abstentions of the license for the Island Heights Volunteer Fire Company, the Mayor and Council Members approved the above raffle license applications listed above.  For details on item #1  contact:  Ellie Rogalski – Borough Clerk (732) 270-6415, Betsy Hyle – Council Member Liaison; For details on item #2 contact:  Ellie Rogalski – Borough Clerk (732) 270-6415, Michael L. Frankovich – Council President Liaison  
7.  Approve the following appointments to the Senior Advisory Committee:  Barbara Denlea and Sue Bond
Summary:  The Mayor and Council Members unanimously approved the appointments of Barbara Denlea and Sue Bond to the Senior Advisory Committee.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning - Administrator/CFO (732) 270-6415, Betsy Hyle – Council Member Liaison 
8.  Approve the following requests for use of the Memorial Field / Baseball from the following:

1. Paul Rutledge Coach (TRELL Bluejays)


2. Nick Durovich Coach (TRELL Rock Hounds)


3. Jonathan Towel Coach (TRELL U8Cubs)


Requests:  Tuesday and Thursday Nights from 5:30 pm – 7:00 pm; March 10th through the end of June 2008.  All certificates of insurance for each have been received. 
Summary:  The Mayor and Council Members unanimously approved use of Memorial Field as indicated above.  For details on contact:  Adrian Fanning - Administrator/CFO (732) 270-6415, Karen L. Hershey – Council Member Liaison  
9.  Adopt Resolution 2008 – 23 entitled, RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF ISLAND HEIGHTS, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, TO ENTER INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION.
Summary:  There was no need for closed session; therefore this resolution was not acted upon.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning - Administrator/CFO (732) 270-6415, David M. Siddons - Mayor
Liaison Reports

Mayor David M. Siddons reported that the finance committee had started work on the 2008 municipal budget.  The Mayor stated again that the borough had lost approximately $78,000.00 in state aid which equates to 2.5 cents on the tax rate.  He also stated that Commissioner Doria talked about the same subject at the Ocean County Mayors’ meeting and gave some indication that the state aid cuts may be reviewed.  

Council President Michael L. Frankovich reported on the Island Heights Police department.  As of this date, there have been 4,798 calls to service.  There have been 13 investigative reports since the last report was given at the March 11, 2008 council meeting, 94 reports for the year.  In addition, there have been five arrests (three warrant arrests, two domestic violence reports), and 77 motor vehicle stops since the last council meeting.  Mr. Frankovich also mentioned that due to the borough hiring freeze, Officer Koehler’s position within the police department will not be filled at this time.  Council President Frankovich then called upon Lt. Arnold to explain a call to service.  Lt. Arnold stated that a call to service is recorded every time an officer comes in contact with an individual during their tour of duty.  They are also recorded for such incidents as business and house checks, motor vehicle stops, investigation reports, operation reports, arrests, and anything else that may occur during an officers shift.  It is basically a way to keep track of calls and incidents for record keeping and tracking.   
Council Member Al Gabriel reported that the borough will need to provide plumbing and electrical inspections effective July 1 of this year.  This service was previously provided by the County of Ocean.  The borough is examining an inter-local service agreement with a neighboring municipality to provide this service.  
Council Member Brian Hall reported that the repairs to both Fletcher Place and Lake Drive pump stations are completed.  Water fountains will be installed at Memorial Field to service both the tennis courts and the softball field.  He further stated that there was damage at Memorial Field and that the borough would be seeking restitution from those responsible.  There will be a spring pick up of leaves; details will be announced the next council meeting.  He also stated that commingled paper should be placed in a container with a lid and he asked that both container and paper weigh no more than 40 pounds.  Residents can also drop off materials at the recycling center.               
Council Member Karen Hershey reported that the Easter egg scramble was well attended despite the somewhat cold temperatures.  As always, the Easter Bunny made an appearance and the eggs were retrieved by 100 children in less than 20 seconds.  Ms. Hershey thanked the Island Heights Recreation Committee for making this another successful event.
Ms. Hershey also reported that the Island Heights Environmental Committee is sponsoring an informative talk by Toms River Arborist, Mike LaMana.  Mike will be speaking about tree preservation, maintenance and gypsy moths prevention.  The program will take place on Thursday, April 3 at 7:00 PM at the First Methodist church.  Finally, mark your calendars for Saturday, May 3rd.  That is the Island Heights Earth Day town-wide clean-up which will take place from 9:00 AM to 12:00 Noon.  Volunteers will meet at 9:00 AM at the new recycling facility.  Please come and help beautify our lovely town.  Participants are eligible for a free drawing to receive a brand new paper recycling garbage can donated by the Island Heights Environmental Committee. 
Council Member Betsy Hyle reported on the Island Heights Senior Advisory Committee.  The new offering of Broadway, day and multi-day trips is available.  You can get a copy at town hall or call Walt Warfield.  Mrs. Hyle also reported on the Island Heights Board of Education.  Tomorrow night at 6:30 PM is the public meeting to discuss the proposed Island Heights Grade School budget 2008-2009.  The meeting will be at the school.  If you are unable to get to the meeting, there will be a copy of the budget available for review at the school.  You can contact Lil Brendel at (732) 929-1222.  The annual school budget voting is scheduled for Tuesday, April 15th.  There are also three (3) school board positions on the ballot with two (2) candidates running.
Privilege of the Floor

These subjects were discussed during Privilege of the Floor, for additional details please see the approved minutes on the borough website. 

Shared services
Summer help

State aid revenues

School superintendent

Wild grass

Cell tower
Other Items of Interest
 The Island Heights Senior Advisory Committee regularly scheduled meeting is Thursday, April 3, 2008 at 7:00 PM held at the borough hall.
The Island Heights Board of Health regularly scheduled meeting is Tuesday, April 8, 2008 at 9:00 AM held at the borough hall.

The Island Heights Mayor and Council regularly scheduled meeting is Tuesday, April 8, 2008 at 7:00 PM held at the borough hall.
The Island Heights Planning Board regularly scheduled meeting is Wednesday, April 9, 2008 at 6:30 PM held at the borough hall.
    The Island Heights Board of Education regular meeting is Monday, April 14, 2008 workshop begins at 7:00 PM, followed by the regular meeting at 7:30 PM, held at the Island Heights Grade School, 115 Summit Avenue, Island Heights.
Island Heights School Board Election is Tuesday, April 15, 2008.  Vote at the borough hall between the hours of 2:00 PM and 9:00 PM.

The Island Heights Municipal Alliance Committee (MAC) regularly scheduled meeting is Wednesday, April 16, 2008 at 3:00 PM held at the borough hall.

The Island Heights Environmental Committee regularly scheduled meeting is Wednesday, April 16, 2008 at 7:00 PM held at the borough hall.

The Island Heights Mayor and Council regularly scheduled meeting is Tuesday, April 22, 2008 at 7:00 PM held at the borough hall.
The Recreation Committee regularly scheduled meeting is Monday, April 28, 2008 at 7:30 PM held at the borough hall.
The Municipal Clerk’s Office, Tax Collector & Water/Sewer Office, Finance & Purchasing, are open Monday – Friday 9:00 AM until 3:00 PM and Monday evening 6:00 PM until 8:00 PM.  
Building & Fire Departments, Tax Assessor and Municipal Court are open Monday evening 6:00 PM until 8:00 PM. Please call the Borough Hall at (732) 270-6415 for days and times of offices not listed above.
mayorcouncil@islandheightsgov.com

Mayor David M. Siddons
Council Member Karen L. Hershey
April D. Elley, Newsletter Editor (732) 270-6415
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