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Mayor and Council Newsletter


Borough of Island Heights

Council Meeting

May 6, 2008

www.islandheightsboro.com

_______________________________________________________________________


Agenda items are listed in the order that they were acted upon.  Each agenda item is summarized.  The mayor and/or council member familiar with the action is listed along with a telephone number.  Bulleted items were not part of the agenda but are for informational purposes.
Mayor David M. Siddons – Present
Council President Michael L. Frankovich - Present
Council members present:   Al Gabriel, Brian Hall, Greg Heizler, Karen L. Hershey, Betsy Hyle
Council members absent:  None
Presentation to the Ocean County Artist Guild of the Ocean County Cultural and Heritage Commission’s Historic Preservation Award.

Summary:  On behalf of the Ocean County Cultural and Heritage Commission, Roberta Krantz presented their Historic Preservation Award to Ocean County Artist Guild Vice President Leona Lavone and Immediate Past President Mary Jo Austin.  For details contact:  Ellie Rogalski – Borough clerk (732) 270-6415, David M. Siddons - Mayor
1.  Second reading and adoption Ordinance 2008 - 06, AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF ISLAND HEIGHTS, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AUTHORIZING THE CONSTRUCTION OF CURBS, DRIVEWAY APRONS AND PAVING ON CHESTNUT AVENUE, AND APPROPRIATING $165,000.00 THEREFORE AND PROVIDING FOR THE ISSUANCE OF $157,000.00 IN GENERAL IMPROVEMENT BONDS OR NOTES TO FINANCE THE SAME.
2.  Public Hearing Ordinance 2008 – 06.

3.  Adoption Ordinance 2008 – 06.
Summary:  After the public hearing of ordinance 2008 - 06, the Mayor and Council Members unanimously approved an ordinance authorizing 
the construction of curbs, driveway aprons and paving on Chestnut Avenue.  This project will be funded by a grant of $145,000.00 from the State of New Jersey, Department of Transportation.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning - Administrator/ Chief Financial Officer (732) 270-6415, Brian Hall – Council Member Liaison   
4.  Adopt Resolution 2008 – 20 entitled, RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF ISLAND HEIGHTS, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, CONGRATULATING BOROUGH OF ISLAND HEIGHTS RESIDENT DOMINICK BRUNO ON HIS 100TH BIRTHDAY. 
Summary:  The Mayor and Council Members unanimously approved a resolution congratulating Borough of Island Heights resident Dominick Bruno on his 100th birthday.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning - Administrator/ Chief Financial Officer (732) 270-6415, David M. Siddons - Mayor 
5.  Approve payment of obligations chargeable to the 2007 operating budgets and the 2008 temporary operating budgets.
Summary:  The Mayor and Council Members unanimously approved the obligations chargeable to the operating budgets.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning - Administrator/ Chief Financial Officer (732) 270-6415, David M. Siddons - Mayor 
6.  Approve the following purchase order requests:
(1) IH MAC / DARE
Drunk Busters of America – One Drunk Busters Pedal Kart     Total - $1,498.00
Island Heights Board of Education – Reimbursement for Blue Claws Game Total $800.00
(2) Police Department
Gall’s – First Aid Supplies Total $1,151.26
Summary:  The Mayor and Council Members unanimously approved the issuance of purchase orders for all items listed above.  For details on item #1 contact:  Wendy Prior, MAC Chairperson (732) 270-6414, Adrian Fanning - Administrator/CFO (732) 270-6415, Karen L. Hershey – Council Member Liaison; For details on item #2 contact:  Lt. Kevin Arnold (732) 270-3006, Adrian Fanning – Administrator / Chief Financial Officer (732) 270-6415, Michael L. Frankovich – Council President Liaison Council President 
7.  Approve minutes from the meetings of March 25, 2008, April 8, 2008 and April 22, 2008. 
Summary:  With two abstentions on the April 8th minutes, the Mayor and Council Members approved the minutes from the regular council meetings of March 25, 2008, April 8, 2008 and April 22, 2008.  For details contact:  Ellie Rogalski – Borough Clerk (732) 270-6415, David M. Siddons – Mayor 
8.  Adopt Resolution 2008 – 34 entitled, RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF ISLAND HEIGHTS, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, TO ENTER INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION.
Summary:  There was no need for closed session; therefore this resolution was not acted upon.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning - Administrator/CFO (732) 270-6415, David M. Siddons - Mayor
Liaison Reports
Mayor David M. Siddons reported that on May 2, 2008 the Recycling Center at the borough Garage was dedicated.  The highlight of the dedication was the Island Heights Grade School and the Island Grade School Marching Band under the direction of Carl Brodbeck marching to the garage from the school and participating in the program. They started the program with a rendition of America – Sweet Land of Liberty.  The Color Guard led the group in the Pledge to the Flag.  Reverend Jeanne Pearson offered a prayer of dedication.  Council President Mike Frankovich welcomed the guests and introduced Kathleen Avery, Assistant District Recycling Coordinator who congratulated Island Heights and the efforts done on the center.  Ocean County provided most of the funds for the center.  Island Heights Grade School Superintendent John Lichtenberg presented awards to the class winners of the recycling poster contest.  He then introduced two students Christine McKee and Kyle VanDuyne, who was interested in the borough’s recycling project.  Student Christine McKee gave an informative talk about the need for recycling and the quantity of trash that this country produces.  Mayor David Siddons thanked the guests for their attendance and the interest in supporting recycling, thanked the county and Kathleen Avery for their help in funding the project, Council member Brian Hall for his help in envisioning the recycling center and bringing it to completion, and borough assistant superintendent Jon Brodbeck for operating the center in a clean and efficient manner.  Kathleen Avery, Council President Mike Frankovich, and Mayor Siddons cut the ribbon marking the official opening of the center.  Pictures will be on the borough website www.islandheightsboro.com.  Mayor Siddons also stated that he had approached Ocean County busing to see if service could be provided in Island Heights.  Mayor Siddons was advised that the borough would have to do a survey to determine the need for having a bus stop in Island Heights.  This was turned over to the Island Heights Senior Committee for review and taking the survey.  If a need is documented, then the borough can forward it to Ocean County Area Transportation (OCAT) as request for service.  Mayor Siddons then reported that this past Saturday, May 3rd the Toms River Kiwanis held their annual River to Bay 5K race.  This event is co-hosted by the Friends of Recreation; funds are donated to our recreational program.  This year’s race with over 375 participants was one of the largest ever.
Council President Michael L. Frankovich reported on the Island Heights Police Department.  As of this date, there have been 6,954 calls to service for the year.  There have been 15 investigative reports since the last report was given at the April 22, 2008 council meeting, 151 reports for the year.  In addition, there have been six arrests (three warrant arrests, two motor vehicle, one driving while intoxicated), one domestic violence report, one attempted breaking and entering report, one found property report, one fall victim, two motor vehicle impounds, one criminal mischief report, two motor vehicle accident reports, and 70 motor vehicle stops since the last meeting.  Officer Patti Burns attended the State DARE convention in Atlantic City.  This convention gives DARE officers updates and new lesson plans on how to keep children off drugs and alcohol.  Starting May 19, 2008 the National “Click it or Ticket” program will begin until June 1st, 2008.  During this time period police departments nationwide will be strictly enforcing the use of seatbelts and other traffic violations.  During this time period, there will be no warnings issued to anyone for this violation.  The Island Heights Police Department was awarded a grant of $4,000.00 from the State of New Jersey to provide extra enforcement during this time period in our borough.  Please take the time to put your seatbelts on and drive safely not only during this time period, but at all times.  Mr. Frankovich also reported that the Island Heights Volunteer Fire Company #1 will hold the 10th annual block party “Summer Brew” on Saturday, June 28th (rain or shine), beginning at 5:00 PM.  Tickets purchased in advance are $22.00, $27.00 if purchased at the gate, and $12.00 (minor accompanied with adult).  Mr. Frankovich also mentioned that the volunteers of the fire company participated in the “Environmental Clean Up”on Friday, May 2nd.  They picked up trash from Maple to Garden to Central finishing at the fire house.  They also racked the ball field and cleaned the playground.        
Council Member Al Gabriel reported that the borough did emergency repairs to the old boardwalk, which is failing fast.  Mr. Gabriel would like to start additional repairs to that portion of the boardwalk after Sailfest repairing approximately 100 feet a week.  He will contact the Commodore of the yacht club to repair their portion of the boardwalk in front of the building which is in bad shape due to truck traffic over the boardwalk; the boardwalk was not designed for any vehicular traffic.

Council Member Brian Hall reported that repairs had been made to a damaged gas line at Laurel Avenue.  The damage was caused by an incorrect markout.  The Public Works department is attempting to acquire additional mulch from the County.  The county had promised the borough 120 yards of mulch, but only 20 yards have been received to date.  The county has completed street sweeping on Ocean and Laurel Avenues.  Six box containers of leaves have been removed from the recycling center in the last week.  Public works foreman Jason Murt will be out on six leave for approximately 45 days.  Council member Hall then asked council to approve the hiring of a temporary seasonal employee.  Public works participated in the “Environmental Clean Up”.  The police department has added a fifth vehicle to their fleet, and all vehicles are in working order.      
Council Member Greg Heizler reported that there will be a Central Regional Board of Education meeting on Thursday evening at 6:00 PM to discuss the defeated school budget. 
Council Member Karen L. Hershey reported that the recreation committee met last Monday and discussed the idea of creating a dog park within the borough.  The committee indicated that they would continue to discuss and explore that issue. 
Council Member Betsy Hyle reported on the Senior Advisory Committee.  The committee wants to let residents know that there are two vacant positions on the advisory committee so if anyone would be interested in serving, please contact Betsy Hyle or Walt Warfield.  Senior Activities for May & June:  As part of the third Wednesdays at the Church series: Get to know your First Aid/Fire Department volunteers who will be on hand Wednesday, May 21st from 2:00 PM to 4:00 PM in the Youth Room of the Methodist Church to talk about the services offered to IH residents.  On Wednesday, June 18 from 2:00 PM to 4:00 PM try your hand at Scrabble, which will also be held in the Youth Room at the church.  On both Wednesdays the Youth room is open to seniors from 10:00 AM until 4:00 PM if you’d like to play cards or shoot some pool.  Another Intergenerational Computer lesson is planned for Wednesday, May 28 from 9:30 AM to 10:30 AM at the Island Heights Grade School.  A sign-up sheet will be in the lobby of borough hall for anyone who is interested.  Computer teacher Diane Caputo will focus on the Internet again, with some new and fun things planned.  The Walking Club is now expanding to four days a week.  It will continue with Monday and Wednesday mornings at 8:00 AM, and add Tuesday and Thursday evenings at 7:00 PM.  All walks start at the Central Avenue pavilion.
REMINDER: the commercial shredder will be located at borough hall on Thursday & Friday May 15th and 16th   from 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM.  This will be provided free to Island Heights residents who need to shred personal documents that include sensitive ID information.

Cultural & Heritage Association:  The Cottage Museum is now open after taking a winter break.  Hours are every Wednesday afternoon from 1:00 PM to 4:00 PM and every third Saturday from 1:00 PM to 4:00 PM.  

Island Heights PTO:  REMINDER: Selling tickets for its spring 50/50 to benefit the grade school.  Tickets are $10 each and are available at borough hall. The drawing will be held on Tuesday, June 10th at 7:00 PM. They have 1,000 tickets to sell!!

Friends of the Library: REMINDER:
Open House for the new librarian Melissa Ernst on Monday May 19th from 7:30 PM to 9:00 PM.  Join them for refreshments and take a few minutes to say hello to our new librarian in person. 
Privilege of the Floor

These subjects were discussed during Privilege of the Floor, for additional details please see the approved minutes on the borough website. 

Sale of borough property
Other Borough Actions

Adopt Resolution 2008 – 35 entitled, RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF ISLAND HEIGHTS, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO EXECUTE ALL DOCUMENTS NECESSARY FOR THE COMPLETION OF THE SALE OF LOT 11, BLOCK 50 TO LINDA TAVARES, EXECUTRIX OF THE ESTATE OF MARY TAVARES. 
Summary:  The Mayor and Council Members unanimously approved a resolution authorizing the mayor to execute all documents necessary for the completion of the sale of lot 11, block 50 to Linda Tavares, executrix of the estate of Mary Tavares.  For details contact:  Ellie Rogalski – Borough Clerk (732) 270-6415, David M. Siddons - Mayor
Approve the hiring of Mike McDaniels as a temporary employee for public works at $11.00 per hour.
Summary:  The Mayor and Council Members unanimously approved the hiring of Mike McDaniels as a temporary employee for public works at $11.00 per hour.  For details contact:  Jon Brodbeck - Assistant Superintendent of Public Works (732) 270-6424, Adrian Fanning – Administrator / Chief Financial Officer, Brian Hall – Council Member Liaison
Other Items of Interest
 The Island Heights Recreation Committee regularly scheduled meeting is Monday, May 19, 2008 at 7:30 PM held at the borough hall.

The Island Heights Mayor and Council regularly scheduled meeting is Tuesday, May 20, 2008 at 7:00 PM held at the borough hall.
 The Island Heights Environmental Committee regularly scheduled meeting is Wednesday, May 21, 2008 at 7:00 PM held at the borough hall.
All borough offices will be closed on Monday, May 26, 2008 in observance of Memorial Day.
The Municipal Clerk’s Office, Tax Collector & Water/Sewer Office, Finance & Purchasing, are open Monday – Friday 9:00 AM until 3:00 PM and Monday evening 6:00 PM until 8:00 PM.  
Building & Fire Departments, Tax Assessor and Municipal Court are open Monday evening 6:00 PM until 8:00 PM. Please call the Borough Hall at (732) 270-6415 for days and times of offices not listed above.
mayorcouncil@islandheightsboro.com

Mayor David M. Siddons
Council Member Karen L. Hershey
April D. Elley, Newsletter Editor (732) 270-6415
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