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Mayor and Council Newsletter


Borough of Island Heights

Council Meeting

July 22, 2008

www.islandheightsboro.com

_______________________________________________________________________


Agenda items are listed in the order that they were acted upon.  Each agenda item is summarized.  The mayor and/or council member familiar with the action is listed along with a telephone number.  Bulleted items were not part of the agenda but are for informational purposes.
Mayor David M. Siddons – Absent
Council President Al Gabriel - Present
Council members present:   Michael L. Frankovich,  Greg Heizler, Betsy Hyle, Brian Taboada, Richard Woods
Council members absent: None   
1.  First reading and introduction of Ordinance 2008 – 10, entitled, AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF ISLAND HEIGHTS, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AUTHORIZING PRELIMINARY AND FINAL DESIGN, CONSTRUCTION SERVICE AND ADMINISTRATION COSTS FOR THE INSTALLATION OF A WATER STORAGE TANK, AND APPROPRIATING $150,000.00 THEREFORE AND PROVIDING FOR THE ISSUANCE OF $142,500.00 IN GENERAL IMPROVEMENT BONDS OR NOTES TO FINANCE THE SAME.
Summary:  After the first reading and introduction of ordinance 2008 - 10, the Council President and Council Members unanimously approved an ordinance authorizing preliminary and final design, construction service and administration costs for the installation of a water storage tank.  This is the first stage in the process in replacing the water storage tank.  The cost of replacement is estimated to be $1.4 million dollars, and it is anticipated that the process will be completed by the end of 2009.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning - Administrator / Chief Financial Officer (732) 270-6415, Brian Taboada - Council Member Liaison
2.  Adopt Resolution 2008 – 53 entitled, RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF ISLAND HEIGHTS, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF 
NEW JERSEY, AUTHORIZING THE SUBMISSION OF AN APPLICATION AND EXECUTION OF A GRANT AGREEMENT WITH THE NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION FOR THE 2009 MUNICIPAL AID PROGRAM.
Summary:  The Council President and Council Members unanimously approved a resolution authorizing the submission of an application and 
execution of a grant agreement with the New Jersey Department of Transportation for the 2009 municipal aid program.  The 2009 program covers Ensor Place from the southern terminus to Fletcher Place and Jackson Avenue from Central Avenue to Maple Avenue.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning – Administrator / Chief Financial Officer (732) 270-6415, Al Gabriel - Council President 
3.  Adopt Resolution 2008 – 54 entitled, RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF ISLAND HEIGHTS, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AUTHORIZING THE GRACE PERIOD FOR INTEREST TO BE CALCULATED TO BE EXTENDED.
Summary:  The Council President and Council Members unanimously approved a resolution authorizing the grace period for interest to be calculated to be extended.  Up to this point, the State of New Jersey has not certified the tax rate for the borough.  Tax bills can not be printed until the rate is certified.  Residents are given 25 days from the mailing of the tax bills to pay their 3rd quarter taxes, which are normally due August 1 of each year.  The borough also allows an additional 10 day grace period before interest is charged on delinquent taxes.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning – Administrator / Chief Financial Officer (732) 270-6415, Wendy Prior – Tax Collector (732) 270-6414, Brian Taboada - Council Member Liaison 
4.  Adopt Resolution 2008 – 56 entitled, RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF ISLAND HEIGHTS, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, CONGRATULATING THE 2008 ISLAND JR. BASEBALL LEAGUE “SAN FRANCISCO GIANTS” ON THEIR OUTSTANDING SEASON.
Summary:  The Council President and Council Members unanimously approved a resolution congratulating the 2008 Island Jr. Baseball League “San Francisco Giants” on their outstanding season.  For details contact:  Ellie Rogalski – Borough Clerk (732) 270-6415, Al Gabriel - Council President
5.  Approve payment of obligations chargeable to the 2008 temporary operating budgets.
Summary:  With an abstention on one item, the Council President and Council Members approved the obligations chargeable to the operating budgets.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning – Administrator / Chief Financial Officer (732) 270-6415, Al Gabriel - Council President 
6.  Approve the following purchase order requests:


Public Works Department

6.1  Don Sharp Structural Engineer – Sealed Plans for authorization of steel beam at Police / EOC building; Total - $1,500.00
6.2  Downs Ford – Replace Main Computer / Replace front air bag crush sensor; Total - $779.87
Summary:  The Council President and Council Members unanimously approved the issuance of purchase orders for the items listed above.  For details on item 6.1 contact:  Adrian Fanning – Administrator / Chief Financial Officer (732) 270-6415, Al Gabriel – Council President; For details on item 6.2 contact:  Jon Brodbeck - Assistant Superintendent of Public Works (732) 270-6424, Adrian Fanning – Administrator / Chief Financial Officer (732) 270-6415, Al Gabriel – Council President 
7.  Approve the request from Scoutmaster Kathy Strawder BSA Troop 29, for use of the Summit Avenue Beach and pavilion on Monday, August 11th, 2008 from 6:30 PM until 8:00 PM for a picnic and beach party.  Rain date is Monday, August 25th, 2008.
Summary:  The Council President and Council Members unanimously approved a request from Scoutmaster Kathy Strawder BSA Troop 29 for use of the Summit Avenue Beach and pavilion on Monday, August 11, 2008 from 6:30 PM until 8:0 PM for a picnic and beach party.  Rain date is Monday, August 25, 2008.  For details contact:  Ellie Rogalski – Borough Clerk (732) 270-6415, Al Gabriel – Council President
8.  Approve Raffle License 2008 – 07; applicant Ocean County Artist Guild, DOE:  October 26, 2008.
Summary:  The Council President and Council Members unanimously approved raffle license 2008 – 07 for the Ocean County Artist Guild; date of event is October 26, 2008.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning – Administrator / Chief Financial Officer (732) 270-6415, Al Gabriel - Council President 
9.  Approve request from Island Heights Yacht Club as part of the 2008 IHYC Jr. Olympics Sailing Championship.  RE: Letter dated 3/31/08 to unlock the borough boat ramp starting Sunday at noon till Tuesday 5:00 PM for guests / parents with motorboats that need to be launched may do so.

Summary:  With two abstentions, the Council President and Council Members approved a request from the Island Heights Yacht Club as part of the 2008 IHYC Jr. Olympics Sailing Championship to unlock the borough boat ramp starting Sunday at noon till Tuesday 5:00 PM for guests / parents with motorboats that need to be launched may do so.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning – Administrator / Chief Financial Officer (732) 270-6415, Al Gabriel – Council President 
10.  Review the request from Claire Coleman for use of the borough boat ramp.
Summary:  With one no vote, the Council President and Council Members approved a request from Claire Coleman for use of the borough boat ramp.  Ms. Coleman is a graduate student at Drexel University working under the supervision of Dr. Harold Avery.  As part of her own doctoral research project on the poplution genetics of the Diamondback Terrapin in Barnegat Bay, samples need to be collected from terrapins in the northern locations owned by the Edwin B. Forsythe National Wildlife Refuge in upper Barnegat Bay.  In addition, Ms. Coleman was issued a special use permit from the State of New Jersey.  For details contact:  Ellie Rogalski – Borough Clerk (732) 270-6415, Al Gabriel – Council President 
11.  Approve request from the Rotary Club of Toms River to close the Central Avenue Dock for Sailfest on September 6, 2008.

Summary:  With one abstention, the Council President and Council Members approved a request from the Rotary Club of Toms River to close the Central Avenue dock for Sailfest on September 6, 2008.  For details contact:  Ellie Rogalski – Borough Clerk (732) 270-6415, Al Gabriel – Council President 
12.  Approve minutes from the following meetings:  May 20, June 10, June 24 and July 1, 2008.

Summary:  With two abstentions on the May 20, June 10 and June 24 council meetings, the Council President and Council Members approved the minutes from the May 20, June 10, June 24 and July 1, 2008 meetings.  For details contact:  Ellie Rogalski – Borough Clerk (732) 270-6415, Al Gabriel – Council President      

13.  Adopt Resolution 2008 – 56 entitled, RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF ISLAND HEIGHTS, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO ENTER INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION.
Summary:  The Council President and Council Members unanimously approved resolution to enter into executive session.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning - Administrator/CFO (732) 270-6415, Al Gabriel – Council President
Liaison Reports

Council President Al Gabriel reported that he visited the Mayor, and he appeared to be recuperating well.  As an update, the Mayor was discharged from the hospital Wednesday, and he is peacefully resting at home.  He stated that he is working with public works to determine the amount of time spent on each project per month, for example:  grass cutting and recycling.  In addition, public works removed eight (8) dead trees in town.  Island Heights will be loosing three (3) public works employees in September; one retiree, one going back to school, and one entering the Marine Corp.  Mr. Gabriel further stated that all borough departments and committees were sent a memo stating that all requests of public works must be in writing and given to the liaison for scheduling.  “Get to know our Borough” Trivia question:  Somewhere in the borough appears the following:  “A grateful community remembers the men and women of Island Heights who served God and country in the wars of our nation”.  All answers may be left at the borough hall (732) 270-6415.  There will be a trivia question every month.   

Council Member Michael L. Frankovich reported on the Island Heights Police department.  As of this date, there have been 10,479 calls to service for the police department this year.  There have been 23 investigative reports since the last report given at the June 24, 2008 council meeting, 203 reports for the year.  In addition, there were four motor vehicle accidents reported, including one hit and run, three controlled dangerous substance arrest reports, six warrant arrest reports, one motor vehicle related arrest, one controlled dangerous substance overdose, one domestic violence disputed report, two criminal mischief reports, one assistance to Toms River police, one missing person report – juvenile, one motor vehicle impound, one administrative report for property damaged, one dispute over child custody, one psychological evaluation, one harassment complaint report, and 124 motor vehicle stops since the last meeting.  In addition, Mr. Frankovich mentioned that Ocean Ride Toms River Connection Route 37 Bus Service Lavallette to Toms River spring/summer 2008 brochure includes route times and maps and information are available at borough hall.  They also have an additional service Reserve-A-Ride Transportation available to seniors and disabled that will pick you up and take you to the doctors. For more information residents may contact the Ocean County Transportation Services Department “Ocean Ride” at (732) 736-8989 option 4.
Council Member Greg Heizler reported that the Island Heights Environmental Committee had its first meeting of the new year after the borough July 1 re-organization meeting.  The first order of business was to thank Don Roberts, George Kotzas, Marge Laratta and Norman Scheer for their selfless commitment and dedication to the environmental issues of this town.  THANK YOU.  These folks were not re-appointed to the Environmental Committee this term and they all have expressed interest in continuing to serve on the committee.  Accordingly, an environmental committee resolution was passed to ask Mayor Siddons to re-appoint these fine people to the committee.  In addition, Rob Harrington was elected to chair the committee and special thanks go out to him for accepting this role.  REMINDER - All Environmental Committee meetings are public meetings and all are encouraged to attend.  If you have a moment please visit www.cleanwaternj.org.  In addition, Mr. Heizler mentioned that we are closing in on signing a new lease with the post office.

Council Member Betsy Hyle reported on the Senior Advisory Committee.  There are still a few positions open on the committee if anyone would like to volunteer their time, call Betsy Hyle.  The next advisory meeting is Thursday, August 7 at 7:00 PM at borough hall.  Some upcoming senior activities include a health fair in the fall.  Mrs. Hyle also reported on Friends of the Library.  The next book club discussion will be on Tuesday, August 12 at the library from 11:00 AM to noon.  It’s not too late to pick up the latest book at the library and join the group.  Finally, Mrs. Hyle reported on the Cultural & Heritage Association.  After a successful Garden Tour this past weekends…just a reminder to keep an eye on the post office bulletin board for information on the upcoming Artist Studio tour in the fall.
Council Member Brian Taboada reported on Island Heights Recreation.  The next committee meeting is Monday, July 28 at 7:30 PM in the borough hall.  The 4th of July parade was another huge success with well over 200 participants parading down River Avenue.  The committee would like to thank the Police Department for keeping the kids safe and of course the Fire Department and First Aid for their participation.  The trucks lights and sirens always make the parade seem very grand.  Thank you also to Mr. Blevins who always graces our parade with a classic car.  This year it was HAZEL, a beautiful Model-T.  We also had our first Blimp this year which covered the parade down the waterfront.  The campout night was blessed with perfect weather.  A stiff breeze kept the bugs away and made for a very pleasant evening.  Our first camp out movie went quite well and all the kids were treated to ice cream courtesy of “The Prime Time” on Central Avenue.  We would also like to thank Sarah Watters and her friends from ASTRA.  The telescopes were a big hit with adults and kids alike.  Saturn was the star of the night and folks were lined up at the scopes until the wee-hours.  A special treat came in the morning with fresh coffee and morning snacks.  We look forward to keeping the tradition of camping on the Wanamaker grounds for years to come.  The summer recreation program is in full swing.  You will find Allie, Monday through Friday, between 6:00 PM and 8:00 PM at Memorial Field doing a wonderful job introducing the kids to a variety of sports.  I recommend all kids show up and join in on the fun.  In addition, Mr. Taboada reported on the water and sewer department.  Work has started on finding the funding for replacing of the Island Heights stand pipe. (AKA Water Tower)  There are a number of ideas floating around and as things progress, we will keep you informed.  Public Works will be flushing hydrants Monday through Friday (July 28 through August 1) between the hours of 9:00 PM and 2:00 AM.  You may experience some issues with the quality of the water and should run the water briefly before drinking it or washing whites.  Up and coming issues:  The old potable well at the front of the public works yard must be cap in accordance with N.J.A.C. 7:9D.

Compliance with the new municipal storm water regulations will require the washing of Public Works trucks off site come early next year.  This will require a trailer for the backhoe and an employee with a Class “A” rating on a CDL.
Council Member Richard Woods thanked Ellie Rogalski, Adrian Fanning, and April Elley for taking their time to introduce him to borough operating procedures and practices.
Privilege of the Floor

These subjects were discussed during Privilege of the Floor, for additional details please see the approved minutes on the borough website.
Vehicle maintenance

Toms River pollution

Curbing at West Camp Walk

Building code

Fertilizers

Tennis courts

Ocean Ride

Baseball presentation
Other Borough Actions
First reading and introduction of Ordinance 2008 – 11, entitled, AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF ISLAND HEIGHTS, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING CHAPTER VII OF THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE BOROUGH OF ISLAND HEIGHTS, ENTITLED TRAFFIC.

Summary:  After first reading and introduction of ordinance 2008 - 11, the Council President and Council Members unanimously approved an ordinance amending and supplementing Chapter VII of the revised general ordinances entitled traffic.  The purpose of this ordinance is for traffic control during Sailfest.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning - Administrator / Chief Financial Officer (732) 270-6415, Michael L. Frankovich - Council Member Liaison
Approve special counsel in the OPRA request to respond to the GRC complaint.

Summary:  The Council President and Council Members unanimously approved Steve Zabarsky as special counsel – not to exceed $1,000.00, to respond to a Government Records Council (GRC) -  OPRA request complaint.  For details contact:  Ellie Rogalski – Borough Clerk (732) 270-6415, Al Gabriel – Council President  
Other Items of Interest
 The Island Heights Senior Advisory Committee regularly scheduled meeting is Thursday, August 7, 2008 at 7:00 PM held at the borough hall.

 The Island Heights Board of Health regularly scheduled meeting is Tuesday, August 12, 2008 at 9:00 AM held at the borough hall.

The Island Heights Mayor and Council regularly scheduled meeting is Tuesday, August 12, 2008 at 7:00 PM held at the borough hall.
 The Island Heights Planning Board regularly scheduled meeting of Wednesday, August 13, 2008 has been canceled.  The next meeting will be September 10, 2008 at 6:30 PM held at the borough hall.

 The Island Heights Recreation Committee regularly scheduled meeting is Monday, August 18, 2008 at 7:30 PM held at the borough hall.

 The Island Heights Municipal Alliance Committee (MAC) regularly scheduled meeting is Wednesday, August 13, 2008 at 3:00 PM held at the borough hall.

 The Island Heights Environmental Committee regularly scheduled meeting is Wednesday, August 20, 2008 at 7:00 PM held at the borough hall.
The Municipal Clerk’s Office, Tax Collector & Water/Sewer Office, Finance & Purchasing, are open Monday – Friday 9:00 AM until 3:00 PM and Monday evening 6:00 PM until 8:00 PM.  
Building & Fire Departments, Tax Assessor and Municipal Court are open Monday evening 6:00 PM until 8:00 PM. Please call the Borough Hall at (732) 270-6415 for days and times of offices not listed above.
mayorcouncil@islandheightsboro.com

Mayor David M. Siddons
Council Member Richard Woods
April D. Elley, Newsletter Editor
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