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Mayor and Council Newsletter


Borough of Island Heights

Council Meeting

September 22, 2009

www.islandheightsboro.com

_______________________________________________________________________


Agenda items are listed in the order that they were acted upon.  Each agenda item is summarized.  The mayor and/or council member familiar with the action is listed along with a telephone number.

Mayor – Jim Biggs - Present

Council President Betsy Hyle - Present

Council Members present:  John Bendel, Al Gabriel, Greg Heizler, Jeffrey B. Silver, Brian Taboada

Council members absent:  None  

Presentation by Mr. Hatami of grant award money from Allstate Insurance Company.
Summary:  Mr. Hatami from Allstate Insurance Company made a presentation of a check in the amount of $750.00 to Mayor Biggs.  The Island Heights Fire Company, First Aid Squad and the Island Heights PBA will all receive $250.00 as a result of the donation.  Mayor Biggs thanked Mr. Hatami for his generious donation.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning - Administrator / Chief Financial Officer (732) 270-6415, Jim Biggs – Mayor  

Water Storage Tank Presentation

Summary:  David Applegate, the borough engineer from CMX Engineering gave a presentation of the proposed new water tower.  The new water tower will be a pedestal sphere tower, 117 feet high, and will cost 1.5 million dollars approximately.  It will be located at the existing water tower site.  Mr. Applegate answered questions from Mayor and Council and the audience and left an aerial view photograph and pictures of the proposed tower at borough hall so that residents can come in and view same if they desire.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning - Administrator / Chief Financial Officer (732) 270-6415, Jim Biggs – Mayor  
Approve the building of the water tower and authorize CMX to proceed with site review; cost of project will be reflected in a future increase in water fees.  Location of the water tank to remain at the existing site.

Summary:  The Mayor and Council Members unanimously approve the building of the water tower and authorized CMX to proceed with site 
review.  The cost of the project will be reflected in a future increase in water fees.  The location of the water tank will remain at the existing site.  

For details contact:  Adrian Fanning - Administrator / Chief Financial Officer (732) 270-6415, Jim Biggs – Mayor
Approve locating the water tower at the existing site adjacent to the existing tower on the Van Sant Avenue side of the property.

Summary:  The Mayor and Council Members unanimously approved locating the water tower at 
the existing site adjacent to the existing tower on Van Sant Avenue side of the property.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning - Administrator / Chief 
Financial Officer (732) 270-6415, Jim Biggs – Mayor

1.  CMX Engineering – Re:  Fletcher Avenue Pump Station.  Approve Scott Testing in the amount of $1,668.00.

Summary:  The Mayor and Council Members unanimously approved Scott Testing to perform testing on the Fletcher Avenue pump station.  The purpose of the testing is to determine the cause of operational inconsistencies which the borough has experienced at this pump station for the last several months.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning - Administrator / Chief Financial Officer (732) 270-6415, Jim Biggs – Mayor 
2.  CMX Engineering – Re:  Approve Change Order #1 Jackson Avenue and Ensor Place Road Improvements; original contract price of $134,513.13 increase to $141,356.13 total change $6,843.00.  Description:  Handicap Ramp.

Summary:  The Mayor and Council Members unanimously approved change order #1 Jackson Avenue and Ensor Place Road Improvements.  The change order increased the total contract amount to $141,356.13.  The change order is for the installation of a handicap ramp at Maple and Ocean Avenues.  The cost of the change order will be paid from a 2006 Community Development Block Grant from the County of Ocean.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning - Administrator / Chief Financial Officer (732) 270-6415, Jim Biggs – Mayor  
3.  Approve payment of obligations chargeable to the 2009 operating budgets as presented. 

Summary:  The Mayor and Council Members unanimously approved the obligations chargeable to the operating budgets.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning - Administrator / Chief Financial Officer (732) 270-6415, Greg Heizler - Council Member Liaison, Betsy Hyle – Council Member Liaison
4.  Approve the Mayors’ appointments to the International Property Code 2006 Board of Appeals.

Three regular members:  Pat Drapczak

Ex-Officio Member:  Ken Anderson, Code Official

Two alternate members:  Jim Lenox and Jill Burt

Summary:  The Mayor and Council Members unanimously approved the Mayors’ appointments listed above to the International Property Code 2006 Board of Appeals.  Two more appointments will be made by the Mayor to the appeals board in the near future.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning - Administrator / Chief Financial Officer (732) 270-6415, Jim Biggs – Mayor
5.  Approve the following purchase order request:

Requesting Department: Beaches/Recreation

Vendor:  Alva Plastics

Item/Service:  2010 Badges

Total $1,117.00

Summary:  With one no vote, the Mayor and Council Members approved the issuance of a purchase order to Alva Plastics for 2010 recreational and tennis badges at a cost of $1,117.00.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning – Administrator / Chief Financial Officer (732) 270-6415, Betsy Hyle - Council Member Liaison, Al Gabriel – Council Member Liaison   

6.  The following will be acted on as a consent agenda.

Approve Raffle License R2009 – 10, Island Heights PTO, DOE:  November 17, 2009

Approve Raffle License R2009 – 11, Island Heights Cultural & Heritage, DOE:  December 14, 2009. 

Summary:  With one abstention on the Island Heights Cultural & Heritage license, the Mayor and Council Members approved the raffle licenses listed above.  For details contact:  Ellie Rogalski – Borough Clerk (732) 270-6415, Greg Heizler - Council Member Liaison, Betsy Hyle – Council Member Liaison
7.  Adopt Resolution 2009 - 64 entitled, RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF ISLAND HEIGHTS, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, TO ENTER INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION.

Summary:  There were no items for closed session; therefore this resolution was not acted upon.  For details contact:  Administrator / Chief Financial Officer (732) 270-6415, Jim Biggs – Mayor
Liaison Reports
Council President Betsy Hyle reported on the Recreation Committee.  Specials thanks to Gordon and Jenny Nelson and the summer staff at Nelson Sailing Center.  The Sailing Center 2009 “Island Heights Summer Recreation Program for Kids:  Summer Sailing FREE for any Island Heights residents” proudly provided $11, 060 in scholarships funds for 56 Island Heights children.  Kids from ages 5 - 16 participated in Kids Can Sail programs, Aqua Adventure and Snapper Sailing throughout the summer.  Their generosity and community support is much appreciated.  Reminder to check out all the upcoming events on the website calendar:  
Bon Fire at Summit Beach… Saturday October 10th (6:00 PM – 9:00 PM)

Halloween Parade…Saturday October 31st…11:00 AM…Letter Park 

Environmental Committee:  REMINDER:  Saturday October 10 - that’s the next day for planting grasses and plants along the boardwalk at the river.  We are looking for volunteers to help with the planting…Start time should be about 10:30 AM / 11:00 AM.  Normally, the delivery truck comes around 8:00AM /  8:30 AM, but we won't know the exact time until Friday the 9th.  Help is needed when the truck arrives in order to place the plants.  Bring gloves, shovels, rakes…even wheelbarrows…makes the grunt work easier!  Friends of the Library/Library Trustees:  Reminder:  The Friends first major fundraising program will be held on Sunday November 1, 1:00 PM – 4:00 PM in the gym at the Island Heights Grade School.  It will be a special antiques event by Dr. Lori who is a nationally known art and antiques appraiser, syndicated columnist and TV personality.  Dr. Lori combines humor and expertise while appraising your antique items.  If you would like to support the Friends in another way, you can take out a space in the printed program for the event.  For more information on how to be a part of the program as a sponsor, patron or advertiser…call Betsy Hyle.  Next Book Club discussion is Tuesday October 13th at 11:00 AM at the library:  Pine Barrens by John McPhee.  Senior Advisory Committee:  A big thanks to committee member Barbara Owens for organizing the collection effort for our troops.  Last week, Barb and I dropped off three large boxes of items collected from our residents at the Toms River armory.  From there they will be shipped to troops in Iraq and Afghanistan.  We still have the box in the lobby of the borough offices….so please let’s continue to support our soldiers by making donations of snack items, sunblock, bug spray, chapstick, etc.  A full list of items can be found at borough hall and on the website:  www.islandheightsboro.com.  REMINDERS:  As we enter the fall season…Gentle Yoga (chair and mat) will continue to be offered every Thursday morning at the borough meeting hall from 10:00 AM to 11:00 AM.  We are hoping to start a late afternoon session each Thursday from 4:00 PM – 5:00 PM.  We will kick that off if we have enough people participating.  If you are interested in either time frame, please contact Betsy Hyle.  We are also going to start up our monthy senior get-togethers again.  We will meet from 9:00 AM - noonish on the third Wednesday of each month beginning October 21st.  Watch for more information on our website, in the newsletter and on flyers at the post office. Island Heights Cultural & Heritage:  There is an ongoing raffle to win a quilt that was handmade by Island Heights resident Peggy Bendel.  Next monthly meeting:  Monday, October 19, 2009 at 7:00 PM in Fellowship Hall at the United Methodist Church; topic is Beach Glass.  Check out the post office bulletin board for more information on both the above items.

Council Member John Bendel had no report.
Council Member Al Gabriel thanked everyone that attended and participated in the 9-11 Ceremony; Island Heights Volunteer Fire Company, Island Heights First Aid Squad and the Island Heights Police Department.  Also, Mr. Gabriel reported how filthy the river is, and getting worse by the day.  Something has to be done about it; Island Heights should lead the way.  On Veteran’s Day, Wednesday – November 11th we will be placing a wreath at noon time at Letter Park.
Council Member Greg Heizler mentioned that on Saturday, October the 10th please come to the Island Heights Fire House to support Lisa's Light Foundation.  This foundation was formed in the memory of Lisa Zindell, originally of Island Heights.  As you may recall Lisa, who has touched a great many people in our community, lost her life at the hands of her ex-fiance.  Lisa's Light Foundation is dedicated to promote awareness of domestic violence and to enact stiffer and more protective legislation for victims of domestic violence.  There are three seating times available; 2:00 PM – 4:00 PM, 5:00 PM – 7:00 PM and 8:00 PM to 10:00 PM.  Tickets are $35.00 each, and are available through PayPal or at the door. The sittings are sold on a FIRST COME FIRST SERVE BASIS.  ALL ticket proceeds will fund “Lisa’s Light Foundation” as well as its future charitable events.  ALL raffle proceeds will go directly to the Zindell Family.  Questions please contact:  taramcnichols@mac.com
Council Member Jeffrey B. Silver reported that as of September 9th Island Heights was officially registered and recognized with the Sustainable New Jersey program.  Communities become certified after completing at least 100 action points (Greg Heizler is working on our town energy audit in turn will get the borough 30 points).  Every community must create a Green Team and select at least two of the four Priority actions listed on the website (energy audit is one of them).  The balance of certification points can be earned by completing any of the other listed actions such as, Community Partnership & Outreach Programs, Diversity & Equity, Energy Efficiency, Green House Gas, Green Design, Health & Wellness, Land Use & Transportation, Local Economies, Natural Resources, Operations & Maintenance, Sustainability Planning, Waste Reduction & Recycling, Innovative Demonstration Projects.  
Council Member Brian Taboada reported that the Island Heights Board of Education has announced a new vacancy and are encouraging residents to submit a letter to the Board of Education office by October 9, 2009 should they want to be considered for this seat.  The Island Heights Board of Education is very pleased our community is finding ways to use its facilities and wanted to let the public know they recently approved the use of the grade school gym for the baseball program we have come to enjoy over the past two years as well as a new basketball program.  Island Heights Recreation will be announcing times and dates for these two programs.  The Island Heights Board of Education would also like to thank the Island Heights Police Department for their help during the school opening for traffic detail.  They were great in getting parents back on track and passing out related information.  The Island Heights Recycling Center will be officially opened on Saturday and Sunday from 8:00 AM top 4:00 PM starting September 26th.  Please help make this effort work by placing recyclables “in” the appropriately labeled containers only.  The Island Heights Police Department as well as Public Works will be video monitoring this endeavor and should dumping start to occur will not only prosecute the individuals but may curtail the hours back to the manned Saturday hours.  Also we would like to remind our residents that the Ocean County Fall Hazardous Waste collection program starts this October.  Pre-registration is required and further information can be found at http://www.co.ocean.nj.us//WebContentFiles//b55a4ba3-7ba1-4bfb-a089-5122d9ffb4e3.pdf
Privilege of the Floor

These subjects were discussed during Privilege of the Floor, for additional details please see the approved minutes on the borough website.

· Property maintenace code and the procedure for treating violations of the code.
· New water tower discussion.

· Fletcher Avenue / Ensor Place road improvements and questions from local residents about said improvements.

· Island Heights Emergency Management Report

Other Borough Actions

Approve motion that the Borough of Island Heights will make a ten (10) year commitment that the borough will maintain the River Front Garden and Plantings. 

Summary:  The Mayor and Council Members unanimously approved a ten (10) year commitment that the borough will maintain the river front garden and plantings.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning - Administrator / Chief Financial Officer (732) 270-6415, Betsy Hyle - Council Member Liaison (732) 831-1060, Al Gabriel – Council Member Liaison (732) 270-6415
               IMPORTANT NOTICE

       ABOUT YOUR NEWSLETTER

General distribution of the Mayor and Council Newsletter by regular mail to all residents and others will cease with the final council meeting of 2009 in December.

Everyone who would like to keep receiving the newsletter please take the necessary action, and stay connected to the important Island Heights news this newsletter provides.  

A “Newsletter Recipient” form is available at borough hall or on the borough website home page www.islandheightsboro.com, or by simply calling borough hall at (732) 270-6415.
The Municipal Clerk’s Office, Tax Collector & Water/Sewer Office, Finance & Purchasing, are open Monday – Friday 9:00 AM until 3:00 PM and Monday evening 6:00 PM until 8:00 PM.  

Building & Fire Departments, Tax Assessor and Municipal Court are open Monday evening 6:00 PM until 8:00 PM. Please call the Borough Hall at (732) 270-6415 for days and times of offices not listed above.
mayorcouncil@islandheightsboro.com

Mayor Jim Biggs (732) 270-6415
Council Member John Bendel (732) 288-1983

April D. Elley, Newsletter Editor (732) 270-6415
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