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Mayor and Council Newsletter


Borough of Island Heights

Council Meeting

October 29, 2009

www.islandheightsboro.com

_______________________________________________________________________


Agenda items are listed in the order that they were acted upon.  Each agenda item is summarized.  The mayor and/or council member familiar with the action is listed along with a telephone number.

Mayor – Jim Biggs - Present

Council President Betsy Hyle - Present

Council Members present:  John Bendel, Al Gabriel, Jeffrey B. Silver, and Brian Taboada

Council member absent:  Greg Heizler  

1.  Second reading and adoption Ordinance 2009 – 08 entitled, AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF ISLAND HEIGHTS, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AUTHORIZING THE REPLACEMENT OF PUMP STATION, AND APPROPRIATING $70,000.00 THEREFORE AND PROVIDING FOR THE ISSUANCE OF $66,500.00 IN GENERAL IMPROVEMENT BONDS TO FINANCE THE SAME.

2.  Public Hearing Ordinance 2009 – 08.

3.  Adoption Ordinance 2009 – 08.

Summary:  After the public hearing of ordinance 2009 - 08, the Mayor and Council Members unanimously approved an ordinance authorizing the replacement of the West End Avenue pump station.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning - Administrator / Chief Financial Officer (732) 270-6415, Jim Biggs – Mayor   

4.  Adopt Resolution 2009 –71 entitled, RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF ISLAND HEIGHTS, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF A REVISED SCHEDULE “C” AGREEMENT WITH THE COUNTY OF OCEAN FOR 2009.

Summary:  The Mayor and Council Members unanimously approved a resolution authorizing the execution of a revised Schedule “C” agreement with the County of Ocean for 2009.  This revision to the original agreement approved by the governing body on February 10, 2009 provides an additional $10,000.00 for road department services.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning - Administrator / Chief Financial Officer (732) 270-6415, Jim Biggs – Mayor 
5.  Approve payment of obligations chargeable to the 2009 operating budgets as presented. 

Summary:  With two (2) no votes on certain bills, the Mayor and Council Members approved the obligations chargeable to the operating budgets.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning - Administrator / Chief Financial Officer (732) 270-6415, Betsy Hyle – Council Member Liaison
6.  CMX Engineering - Re:  Approve Change Order #2 Jackson Avenue and Ensor Place Road Improvements; total change $726.76.

Summary:  The Mayor and Council Members unanimously approved a change order in the amount of $726.76 for Jackson Avenue and Ensor Place road improvement project.  This change order covers minor reductions and additions recommended by the borough engineer.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning - Administrator / Chief Financial Officer (732) 270-6415, Jim Biggs – Mayor  
7.  Barnegat Bay Estuary – RE:  Reserve date/dates for the Annual Barnegat Bay Festival; June 4, 5 and 6, 2010.
Summary:  With one abstention, the Mayor and Council Members approved a request from the Barnegat Bay Estuary to reserve June 4, 5 and 6, 2010 for the annual Barnegat Bay Festival.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning - Administrator / Chief Financial Officer (732) 270-6415, Jim Biggs – Mayor
8.  Kiwanis Club of Toms River – RE:  Reserve the date for the 19th Annual River to Bay 5K; May 1, 2010.

Summary:  The Mayor and Council Members unanimously approved a request from the Kiwanis Club of Toms River to reserve May 1, 2010 for the 19th Annual River to Bay 5K.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning - Administrator / Chief Financial Officer (732) 270-6415, Jim Biggs – Mayor
9.  Adopt Resolution 2009 - 72 entitled, RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF ISLAND HEIGHTS, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, TO ENTER INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION.

Summary:  The Mayor and Council Members unanimously approved a resolution to enter into executive session.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning -  Administrator / Chief Financial Officer (732) 270-6415, Jim Biggs – Mayor
Liaison Reports
Council President Betsy Hyle reported on the Senior Advisory Committee:  Monday 11/2 kicks off our annual Coat Drive.  We are looking for gently used and clean coats, hats, scarves and gloves.  You can drop off your donations at borough hall or in the front entrance of the Island Heights Grade School.  The collection will run through November, at which time the Visiting Angels Home Care organization in Toms River will make them available to those in need of warm apparel for the winter.  The next Senior Get-together will be Wednesday, November 18th at borough hall.  Please join us for guest speakers, special holiday arts and crafts and a light lunch.  Festivities begin at 9:00 AM.  Watch for more details at the Post Office bulletin board.  Recreation Committee:  SAVE THE DATE:  Annual Tree Lighting Ceremony will be on Sunday December 6th at 6:00 PM.  Gather at the fire house for a special visit from Santa, holiday treats… and the season “officially” begins in Island Heights!  Once again this year the committee will sponsor the annual House Decorating Contest.  Categories for judging will be:  Victorian, Classic, Contemporary, and the Griswold!  Environmental Committee:  is working on several grant applications for the next year that would fund some ongoing projects like the River Avenue boardwalk plantings, as well as new projects that are being discussed.  If you have any ideas to share, stop by the next meeting on November 18 at 7:00 PM at borough hall.  2010 will bring back the Environmental Speakers Series so watch for upcoming announcements.  Kicking off the series will be a “to be announced date in January” for a Town Meeting to inform everyone about our participation in Sustainable Jersey and what that means for us as a borough and you as a resident. Watch for details upcoming.  Also a quick reminder that several of the New Jersey Clean Energy programs (like solar hot water and energy conversions) that offer rebates and low interest loans for energy saving products and home improvements have on/or before December 31, 2009 deadlines…so time is running out on some of them. For more information check out: www.njcleanenergy.com
Council Member John Bendel reported that 100 residents have signed up for a printed version of the Mayor & Council newsletter sent via regular mail while 124 have provided email addresses to receive digital copies.  Mr. Bendel said that emails sent to elected officials at the borough are received by April Elley and either forwarded or printed out for the particular council person or the mayor.  It’s being done this way to maintain records of email communications as required by law.  In addition, he noted that the borough web site was being blocked in Firefox browsers reportedly due to a malware infection (malware is a general term for harmful computer code).  The situation is being addressed.  Mr. Bendel also recommended that the borough phone system should include voice mail for all regular employees. 

Council Member Al Gabriel reminded the governing body that they should tour the town regularly to observe any needed deficiency’s which there are some.   
Council Member Jeffrey B. Silver reported that the Office of Emergency Management wants everyone to be prepared for natural & technological disasters…What to do, Emergency Broadcast Stations, Transportation, What to take with you, and Care for your pets.  A flyer will be included with this newsletter.  In addition, information may be obtained by calling the Island Heights Office of Emergency Management at (732) 270-5500 or the Ocean County Sheriff’s Department at (732) 341-3451, (800) 331-8152 or on their website at www.oceancountyemergencymanagement@co.ocean.nj.us.   Also, take a look at your New Jersey Natural Gas bill this month and see if you got a refund credit applied to your bill.  This applies to all residential customers.  If you do not see a credit, call NJNG at (800) 221-0051.  NJNG is also offering home energy audits, they have partnered with New Jerseys Clean Energy Program for SaveGreen Incentives. You can be eligible for a $1,500.00 federal tax credit, visit the www.energystar.gov/taxcredits website for details or call (800) 221-0051 or also visit www.savegreenproject.com. 
Council Member Brian Taboada reported that the Island Heights Board of Education AD HOC committee has been disbanded and replaced with a new committee made up of board members only who will pursue shared services.  The meetings for this new committee are not open to the public due to contractual discussions and pursuits.  They have also been working on specifications for bundled shared services.  An advertisement has been placed for a new superintendent / principal for the Island Heights Grade School.  Potential shared superintendent services have already been solicited for this position.  The Island Heights Board of Education is also very pleased to mention the fact that IHGS had 4 perfect scores in the Math section of the NJASK this past year.  These kids were recognized by the board at the meeting for their wonderful achievement.  The Island Heights Recycling Center will be back to weekend SATURDAY and SUNDAY hours once the new signage has come in.  Please be patient.  Also, the leaf pickup will deviate from the calendar.  There will be two weeks of pickup.  The 3rd week in November and the 2nd week in December.  Remember, leaves can also be dropped off at the recycling center during operational hours.
Privilege of the Floor

These subjects were discussed during Privilege of the Floor, for additional details please see the approved minutes on the borough website.

· “No Parking When Flooded” signs on River Avenue
· Office of Emergency Management information
               IMPORTANT NOTICE

       ABOUT YOUR NEWSLETTER

General distribution of the Mayor and Council Newsletter by regular mail to all residents and others will cease with the final council meeting of 2009 in December.

Everyone who would like to keep receiving the newsletter please take the necessary action, and stay connected to the important Island Heights news this newsletter provides.  

A “Newsletter Recipient” form is available at borough hall or on the borough website home page www.islandheightsboro.com, or by simply calling borough hall at (732) 270-6415.
Mayors’ Corner….

Mayor Biggs announced he was interviewed by Comcast Newsmakers for “Eye on Ocean County”.  The episode will air on Monday, November 16, 2009 at 9:00 PM on channel 19.  Also, Mayor Biggs would like to thank the environmental committee members and volunteers that participated in the riverfront planting which project was made available through a grant from the Trust for Public Land’s Barnegat Bay Environmental Grant Fund.  TPL was designated the administrator of the Bay Fund through a donation from Ciba Geiby Corporation to the State of New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection.  The participants that made this planting so successful are Donald Roberts, Rob Harrington, George Kotzas, John and Karen Pomeroy, Pat Sherwin, Gordon Donnelly, Frank Wetta, Walter Church III, Elena and Ben DeFonzo, Breege Kohl, Glenn Gray, Helene and Jim McMullan, Mike Bixler, Joseph Eichinge, Pam and Kieran Pillion, Wendy Bright-Fallon, Brian Taboada, Sandra Snow and K.C. Baney for watering all the plantings.  In addition, Mayor Biggs announced that the young adults who participated in the riverfront planting project have been invited to attend the next council meeting on November 10th where they will be recognized by the governing body.
The Municipal Clerk’s Office, Tax Collector & Water/Sewer Office, Finance & Purchasing, are open Monday – Friday 9:00 AM until 3:00 PM and Monday evening 6:00 PM until 8:00 PM.  

Building & Fire Departments, Tax Assessor and Municipal Court are open Monday evening 6:00 PM until 8:00 PM. Please call the Borough Hall at (732) 270-6415 for days and times of offices not listed above.
mayorcouncil@islandheightsboro.com

Mayor Jim Biggs
Council Member John Bendel
April D. Elley, Newsletter Editor (732) 270-6415
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