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Mayor and Council Newsletter


Borough of Island Heights

Council Meeting

December 8, 2009

www.islandheightsboro.com

_______________________________________________________________________


Mayors’ Corner….

As you can see in this newsletter, the governing body has voted to move forward with replacement of our water treatment plant and non-functioning fire hydrants as well as building our new water tower.  We chose to combine these projects in order to better qualify for low cost loans and possible grants.  To meet application criteria engineering work must be completed and submitted by March 2010, just three months 
from now.  It is important to meet this year’s deadline because interest rates will only rise from their current lows.  For the total cost of these essential projects -- approximately $4.2 million -- every 1% increase in interest would cost the borough close to $2,000 a month over 
20 years.  That’s $480,000 for each point in interest.  This is the largest single project Island Heights has ever undertaken and I fully understand concerns that have been expressed. So I will make myself available to any Island Heights resident to explain what we have 
done and why.  I will be happy to answer your questions on the telephone, at borough hall, or even at your home.  You can reach me at (732) 831-0686.

Jim Biggs
Agenda items are listed in the order that they were acted upon.  Each agenda item is summarized.  The mayor and/or council member familiar with the action is listed along with a telephone number.

Mayor – Jim Biggs - Present

Council President Betsy Hyle - Present
Council Members present:  John Bendel, Al Gabriel, Greg Heizler, Jeffrey B. Silver, and Brian Taboada

Council members absent:  None  

1.  Adopt Resolution 2009 - 77 entitled, RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF ISLAND HEIGHTS, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, APPOINTING REPRESENTATIVES FOR THE 2010 COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT.
Summary:  The Mayor and Council Members unanimously approved a resolution appointing Stephen J. Schreiber, the borough engineer to serve as the regular municipal representative for the year 2010, and Adrian Fanning, the borough administrator to serve as the alternate representative.  The borough is eligible to apply for a Community Development Block Grant every two years.  The grant is from the federal government and is administered locally by the County of Ocean.  The borough uses the money for handicapped access to municipal properties and removal of architectural barriers throughout town.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning – 
Administrator / Chief Financial Officer (732) 270-6415, Jim Biggs – Mayor   

2.  Adopt Resolution 2009 - 78 entitled, RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF ISLAND HEIGHTS, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, OF ITS OFFICIAL INTENT TO REIMBURSE EXPENDITURES FOR PROJECT COSTS FROM THE PROCEEDS OF DEBT OBLIGATIONS IN CONNECTION WITH ITS PARTICIPATION IN THE 2010 NEW JERSEY ENVIRONMENTAL INFRASTRUCTURE TRUST FINANCING PROGRAM.
Summary:  The Mayor and Council Members unanimously approved a resolution of its official intent to reimburse expenditures for project costs from the proceeds of debt obligations in connection with its participation in the 2010 New Jersey Environmental Infrastructure Trust Financing Program.  This resolution allows the borough to include the professional services costs incurred on the projects listed in number 6 below as part of any loan interest, loan proceeds from New Jersey Environmenal Infrastructure Trust.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning - Administrator / Chief Financial Officer (732) 270-6415, Jim Biggs – Mayor   

3.  Second reading and adoption Ordinance 2009 – 09 entitled, AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF ISLAND HEIGHTS, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AUTHORIZING PRELIMINARY AND FINAL DESIGN AND ADMINISTRATIVE COSTS FOR THE REPLACEMENT OF EXISTING WATER TREATMENT PLANT, AND APPROPRIATING $160,000.00 THEREFORE AND PROVIDING FOR THE ISSUANCE OF $152,000.00 IN GENERAL IMPROVEMENT BONDS OR NOTES TO FINANCE THE SAME.
4.  Public Hearing Ordinance 2009 – 09.

5.  Roll Call Vote adoption Ordinance 2009 – 09.

Summary:  After the public hearing of ordinance 2009 - 09, with one no vote the Mayor and Council Members approved an ordinance authorizing preliminary and final design and administrative costs for the replacement of existing water treatment plant.  This ordinance authorizes the engineer to proceed with the design phase of the water treatment plant in order to be ready for the March 2, 2010 deadline for submission to the New Jersey Environmenal Infrastructure Trust Fund Program.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning - Administrator / Chief Financial Officer (732) 270-6415, Jim Biggs – Mayor   
6.  Authorize CMX Engineering to proceed with the preparation of design specifications for the 2010 New Jersey Environmental Infrastructure Trust Fund Program, subject to the availability of funds, for the following projects:

1.
Water Treatment Plant

2.
Elevated Water Tower

3.
Fire Hydrant Replacement Project

4.
West End Avenue Pump Station
Summary:  With one no vote the Mayor and Council Members approved CMX Engineering to proceed with the preparation of design specifications for the 2010 New Jersey Environmental Infrastructure Trust Fund Program for the Water Treatment Plant, Elevated Water Tower, Fire Hydrant Replacement Project, and the West End Avenue Pump Station.  These are the four projects that were submitted by the engineer to the New Jersey Environmental Infrastructure Trust Program for the 2010 funding period.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning - Administrator / Chief Financial Officer (732) 270-6415, Jim Biggs – Mayor   
7.  Adopt Resolution 2009 - 76 entitled, RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF ISLAND HEIGHTS, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF 

NEW JERSEY, DESIGNATING THE MEETING DATES FOR THE YEAR 2010.

Summary:  The Mayor and Council Members unanimously approved a resolution designating the meeting dates for the year 2010 as follows: January 12 & 26, February 9 & 23, March 9 & 23, April 13 & 27, May 13 (Thursday) & 25, June 8 & 22, July 1 (Re-Organization) & 20, August 17, September 14 & 28, October 12 & 26, November 9 & 23, December 7 & 21, 2010.  Meetings are on Tuesday unless otherwise noted, and begin at 7:00 PM.  For details contact:  Ellie Rogalski – Borough Clerk (732) 270-6415, Jim Biggs – Mayor    

8.  Approve payment of obligations chargeable to the 2009 operating budgets as presented. 

Summary:  The Mayor and Council Members unanimously approved the obligations chargeable to the operating budgets.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning - Administrator / Chief Financial Officer (732) 270-6415, Jim Biggs – Mayor
9.  Approve membership in the Island Heights Volunteer Fire Company #1 for Tyler Yetman.
Summary:  With one abstention the Mayor and Council Members approved the membership of Tyler Yetman in the Island Heights Volunteer Fire Company #1.  For details contact:  Ellie Rogalski – Borough Clerk (732) 270-6415, Greg Heizler – Council Member Liaison, Jeffrey B. Silver – Council Member Liaison     
10.  Adopt Resolution 2009 – 79 entitled, RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF ISLAND HEIGHTS, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, TO ENTER INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION.
Summary:  There were no items for closed session; therefore this resolution was not acted upon.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning - Administrator / Chief Financial Officer (732) 270-6415, Jim Biggs – Mayor
Liaison Reports
Council President Betsy Hyle reported on the Recreation Committee.  A big thank you to all who attended and helped with the Annual Tree Lighting Ceremony which was a great success…some 50 children got to meet Santa!  Thanks to public works for a beautifully lit tree…and to the fire house for housing the event again this year.  A few more notes from recreation:  the winter baseball clinic has moved from Saturday night to Sunday morning at 10:30 AM – 12:00 Noon.  The new basketball clinic is up and running and well attended on Wednesday evenings…and there’s room for more kids.  Look for a new soccer clinic to start on Saturday mornings in the New Year.  More information to come on that…dates and times!
Next week, members of the committee will be touring town to pick out the best of the best in the annual House Decorating Contest. Categories for judging will be:  Victorian, Classic, Contemporary, and the Griswold!  The Senior Advisory Committee:  The response to this year’s annual Coat Drive was incredible.  Town residents donated more than twice the amount of items as last year…with 155 coats and over 200 hats, gloves, scarves and boots…in all shapes and sizes.  Thank you to everyone who made this much needed contribution.  The clothing will be dropped off at Visiting Angels in Silverton for distribution.  The next Senior Get-together will be Wednesday, December 16th at borough hall.  
Our guest topic:  Thrive (not just survive) this Holiday beginning at 9:00 AM…The average American gains 7 - 14 pounds during the holidays.  With the treats and sweets flowing, how can you keep the pounds off?  More importantly, how do you thrive in the hustle and bustle?  Join Island Heights resident Wendy Bright-Fallon, health counselor from Renew Wellness, for a special discussion about thriving during the holidays.  Learn simple ways to build energy, stay healthy and enjoy the season.  At 10:00 AM…we’ll have holiday crafts and then a holiday luncheon at 11:30 AM.  Please join us!
The Environmental Committee will be submitting several grant applications for the next year that would fund some ongoing projects like the River Avenue boardwalk plantings, as well as new projects that are being discussed.  2010 will bring back the Environmental Speakers Series so watch for upcoming announcements.  Kicking off the series will be our January 28th Town Meeting 7:00 PM at borough hall  to inform everyone about our participation in Sustainable Jersey and what that means for us as a borough and you as a resident.  Watch for details upcoming.
Council Member John Bendel reported that 121 residents have signed up to have a printed version of the Mayor & Council Newsletter mailed to them and 129 have signed up to have a digital version emailed. 

Council Member Al Gabriel stated that taxpayers are number one and politicians are two and below.
Council Member Greg Heizler had no report. 

Council Member Jeffrey B. Silver reported that with the assistance of our borough clerk Ellie Rogalski, we submitted to the Sustainable New Jersey Program our water conservation ordinance.  This in turn gives us ten (10) points towards our goal in the program.  In addition to rebates, the New Jersey Clean Energy program is issuing a freezer / refrigerator recycle program.  They will pick up your old unit for FREE, and in turn you will receive a $30.00 incentive.  Call 1-877-270-3520 to schedule an appointment.

 Council Member Brian Taboada wished to thank public works for their tremendous effort
in removing all the leaves prior to the house tour. 
Privilege of the Floor

These subjects were discussed during Privilege of the Floor, for additional details please see the approved minutes on the borough website.

· Fire hydrants – two members of the Island Heights Volunteer Fire Company spoke in detail on the status of fire hydrants in Island Heights.  
· New Jersey Environmental Infrasture Trust projects – Impact of all projects, including water tower on future water and sewer bills.  
Other Items of Interest

 The Island Heights Environmental Committee regularly scheduled meeting is Wednesday, December 16, 2009 at 7:00 PM held at the borough hall.

The Central Regional School Board regularly scheduled meeting is Thursday, December 17, 2009 at 7:00 PM at the Board of Education building, Forest Hills Parkway, Bayville.

The Island Heights Mayor and Council regularly scheduled meeting is Tuesday, December 22, 2009 at 7:00 PM held at the borough hall.

 The Island Heights Municipal Alliance Committee (MAC) regularly scheduled meeting for Wednesday, December 23, 2009 as been canceled.
All borough offices will be closed on Friday, December 25, 2009 in observance of Christmas.

All borough offices will be closed on Friday, January 1, 2010 in observance of New Year’s.
IMPORTANT NOTICE
       ABOUT YOUR NEWSLETTER

General distribution of the Mayor and Council Newsletter by regular mail to all residents and others will cease with the final council meeting of 2009 in December.

Everyone who would like to keep receiving the newsletter please take the necessary action, and stay connected to the important Island Heights news this newsletter provides.  

A “Newsletter Recipient” form is available at borough hall or on the borough website home page www.islandheightsboro.com, or by simply calling borough hall at (732) 270-6415.

The Municipal Clerk’s Office, Tax Collector & Water/Sewer Office, Finance & Purchasing, are open Monday – Friday 9:00 AM until 3:00 PM and Monday evening 6:00 PM until 8:00 PM.  

Building & Fire Departments, Tax Assessor and Municipal Court are open Monday evening 6:00 PM until 8:00 PM. Please call the borough hall at (732) 270-6415 for days and times of offices not listed above.

mayorcouncil@islandheightsboro.com

Mayor Jim Biggs (732) 270-6415
Council Member John Bendel
April D. Elley, Newsletter Editor
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