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Mayor and Council Newsletter


Borough of Island Heights

Council Meeting

April 13, 2010

www.islandheightsboro.com

_______________________________________________________________________


Agenda items are listed in the order that they were acted upon.  Each agenda item is summarized.  The mayor and/or council member familiar with the action is listed along with a telephone number.

Mayor – Jim Biggs - Present

Council President Betsy Hyle - Present

Council Members present:  John Bendel, Al Gabriel, Greg Heizler, Jeffrey B. Silver, and Brian Taboada

Council members absent:  None        

PRESENTATION ON CENTRAL REGIONAL’S PROPOSED BUDGET.  REPRESENTING CENTRAL, DR. PARLAPANIDES AND MR. O’SHEA, BUSINESS ADMIN.

Summary:  Mr. O’Shea the business administator / board secretary from Central Regional School District gave a brief presentation on the 2010 / 2011 school budget.  Mr. O’Shea stated that residents of Island Heights would see a slight decrease in their school taxes for this year.  He also listed several areas where budget savings were made including installation of solar panels, going green initiatives to save on energy costs, and eliminating the need for some support staff positions.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning - Administrator / Chief Financial Officer (732) 270-6415, Jim Biggs – Mayor
PRESENTATION ISLAND HEIGHTS FRIENDS OF RECREATION DONATION FOR THE WANAMAKER PLAYGROUND AREA IN THE AMOUNT OF $18,000.

Summary:  Friends of Recreation made a donation of $18,000.00 to the Island Heights Recreation Committee to help defray the cost of playground equipment at the Wes Wilber Playground within the borough complex.  Previously Friends of Recreation had donated $10,000.00 for similar equipment at Memorial Field.  Mayor Biggs, on behalf of the borough, thanked Friends of Recreation for their contribution and their support for the children of the borough.  For details contact:  Ellie Rogalski – Borough Clerk (732) 270-6415, Jim Biggs – Mayor
PRESENTATION FROM THE ROTARY CLUB OF TOMS RIVER TO THE ISLAND HEIGHTS FIRE COMPANY AND ISLAND HEIGHTS FIRST AID SQUAD.
Summary:  The Rotary Club of Toms River made a presentation to the Island Heights Volunteer Fire Company in the amount of $736.25.  In addition, the Island Heights Volunteer First Aid Squad received donations in the amount of $736.25 and $1,393.00.  These donations were made possible by the 2009 Sailfest.  For details contact:  Ellie Rogalski – Borough Clerk (732) 270-6415, Jim Biggs – Mayor
1.  Adopt Resolution 2010 - 38 entitled, RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF ISLAND HEIGHTS, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF 
NEW JERSEY, AUTHORIZING ADOPTION OF A TEMPORARY CAPITAL BUDGET.

Summary:  The Mayor and Council Members unanimously approved a resolution providing for appropriations in the 2010 temporary capital budget.  As the 2010 municipal budget has not yet been adopted it is necessary to introduce a temporary capital budget so that various projects within the borough can proceed at this time.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning - Administrator / Chief Financial Officer (732) 270-6415, Greg Heizler - Council Member Liaison, Betsy Hyle – Council Member Liaison
2.  First reading and introducation Ordinance 2010 – 03 entitled, AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF ISLAND HEIGHTS, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AMENDING IN PART ORDINANCE 2008 – 10 TO APPROPRIATE AN ADDITIONAL $1,924,640 FOR A TOTAL APPROPRIATION OF $2,074,640, TO AUTHORIZE THE ISSUANCE OF WATER UTILITY IMPROVEMENT BONDS, AND TO INCREASE THE AUTHORIZED BONDS AND NOTES TO BE ISSUED TO FINANCE THE COSTS THEREBY  BY $1,924,640 FOR A TOTAL DEBT AUTHORIZED OF $2,074,640. 
Summary:  After first reading and introduction of ordinance 2010 - 03, with one no vote, the Mayor and Council Members approved an ordinance authorizing the issuance of water utility improvement bonds.  This project is for the installation of an eleveated water storage tank.  The public hearing on this ordinance will be held at the April 27, 2010 council meeting.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning – Administrator / Chief Financial Officer (732) 270-6415, Jim Biggs – Mayor 
3.  First reading and introducation Ordinance 2010 – 04 entitled, AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF ISLAND HEIGHTS, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AMENDING IN PART ORDINANCE 2009 – 08 TO APPROPRIATE AN ADDITIONAL $17,250 FOR A TOTAL APPROPRIATION OF $87,250, TO AUTHORIZE THE ISSUANCE OF WATER UTILITY IMPROVEMENT BONDS AND NOTES, AND TO INCREASE THE AUTHORIZED BONDS AND NOTES TO BE ISSUED TO FINANCE THE COSTS THEREBY BY $17,250 FOR A TOTAL DEBT AUTHORIZED OF $87,250. 
Summary:  After first reading and introduction of ordinance 2010 - 04, the Mayor and Council Members unanimously approved an ordinance authorizing the issuance of water utility improvement bonds.  This project is for the installation of a pump station at West End Avenue.  The public hearing on this ordinance will be held at the April 27, 2010 council meeting.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning – Administrator / Chief Financial Officer (732) 270-6415, Jim Biggs – Mayor
4.  First reading and introducation Ordinance 2010 – 05 entitled, AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF ISLAND HEIGHTS, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AMENDING IN PART ORDINANCE 2009 – 09 TO APPROPRIATE AN ADDITIONAL $2,747,650 FOR A TOTAL APPROPRIATION OF $2,907,650, TO AUTHORIZE THE ISSUANCE OF WATER UTILITY IMPROVEMENT BONDS, AND TO INCREASE THE AUTHORIZED BONDS AND NOTES TO BE ISSUED TO FINANCE THE COSTS THEREBY BY $2,747,650 FOR A TOTAL DEBT AUTHORIZED OF $2,907,650. 
Summary:  After first reading and introduction of ordinance 2010 - 05, with one no vote, the Mayor and Council Members approved an ordinance authorizing the issuance of water utility improvement bonds.  This project is for the replacement of the water treatment plant.  The public hearing on this ordinance will be held at the April 27, 2010 council meeting.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning – Administrator / Chief Financial Officer (732) 270-6415, Jim Biggs – Mayor
5.  First reading and introducation Ordinance 2010 – 06 entitled, AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF ISLAND HEIGHTS, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, PROVIDING FOR VARIOUS WATER IMPROVEMENTS IN AND FOR THE BOROUGH OF ISLAND HEIGHTS AND APPROPRIATING $275,860 THEREFORE AND PROVIDING FOR THE ISSUANCE OF $275,860 IN BONDS OR NOTES OF THE BOROUGH OF ISLAND HEIGHTS TO FINANCE THE SAME. 
Summary:  After first reading and introduction of ordinance 2010 - 06, with two no votes the Mayor and Council Members approved an ordinance providing for varius water improvements.  This project is for the replacement of fire hydrants.  The public hearing on this ordinance will be held at the April 27, 2010 council meeting.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning – Administrator / Chief Financial Officer (732) 270-6415, Jim Biggs – Mayor
6.  Adopt Resolution 2010 - 33 entitled, RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF ISLAND HEIGHTS, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, REDESIGNATING THE BOROUGH ENGINEER DAVID APPLEGATE PREVIOUSLY OF CMX, INC. AND NOW OF BIRDSALL ENGINEERING FOR THE BALANCE OF THE CONTRACT TERM OR UNTIL JUNE 30, 2010.

Summary:  The Mayor and Council Members unanimously approved a resolution redesignating the borough engineer David Applegate previously of CMX, Inc. and now of Birdsall Engineering for the balance of the contract term or until June 30, 2010.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning - Administrator / Chief Financial Officer (732) 270-6415, Jim Biggs – Mayor
7.  Adopt Resolution 2010 - 34 entitled, RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF ISLAND HEIGHTS, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, PROCLAIMING THE MONTH OF APRIL AS “AUTISM AWARENESS MONTH”.
Summary:  The Mayor and Council Members unanimously approved a resolution proclaiming the month of April as “Autism Awareness Month”.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning - Administrator / Chief Financial Officer (732) 270-6415, Jim Biggs – Mayor
8.  Adopt Resolution 2010 - 35 entitled, RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF ISLAND HEIGHTS, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, ACCEPTING THE TERMS AND PROVISIONS OF THE FRANCHISE CONSENT WITH NEW JERSEY NATURAL GAS COMPANY.

Summary:  The Mayor and Council Members unanimously approved a resolution accepting the terms and provisions of the franchise consent with New Jersey Natural Gas Company.  The previous agreement, which was a 50 year duration, expired on November 18, 2009.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning - Administrator / Chief Financial Officer (732) 270-6415, Greg Heizler - Council Member Liaison, Betsy Hyle – Council Member Liaison
9.  Adopt Resolution 2010 - 36 entitled, RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF ISLAND HEIGHTS, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEYSETTING THE TENNIS BADGE FEES FOR 2010.

Summary:  The Mayor and Council Members unanimously approved a resolution setting the tennis badge fees for 2010.  The cost for a key is $30.00 which includes one badge.  Badges without the key will be $5.00.  For details contact:  Ellie Rogalski – Borough Clerk (732) 270-6415, Betsy Hyle – Council Member Liaison, Al Gabriel – Council Member Liaison
10.  Appoint the following to the Island Heights Green Team:  Debra Challoner, Mary Pabst, Walter Church, Carol Vallin, Pam Marx, Tara Church, Sandra Snow.

Summary:  The Mayor and Council Members unanimously approved the appointments of Debra Challoner, Mary Pabst, Walter Church, Carol Vallin, Pam Marx, Tara Church and Sandra Snow to the Island Heights Green Team.  For details contact:  Ellie Rogalski – Borough Clerk (732) 270-6415, Jeff Silver – Council Member Liaison   
11.  Approve payment of obligations chargeable to the 2009 operating budgets and 2010 temporary operating budgets as presented. 
Summary:  With one no vote on one invoice, the Mayor and Council Members approved the obligations chargeable to the operating budgets.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning - Administrator / Chief Financial Officer (732) 270-6415, Greg Heizler - Council Member Liaison, Betsy Hyle – Council Member Liaison
12.  Approve the following purchase order request:


Requesting Dept.:
Public Works/Water & Sewer

Vendor:
DeMott & Aldrich

Item/Service:
11’x14’ Cleaned out & Applied 4-6” of Hot Stabilized Base

Total
$1,078.00
Summary:  The Mayor and Council Members unanimously approved the issuance of a purchase order for the item above.  For details contact:  Jon Brodbeck – Assistant Superintendent of Public Works (732) 270-6424, Adrian Fanning - Administrator / Chief Financial Officer (732) 270-6415, Brian Taboada – Council Member Liaison, Jeffrey B. Silver – Council Member Liaison
13.  Approve Special Events Application; Road Closing Permit Application
Applicant:
Lisa’s Light Foundation/Fund Raiser Walk

Dates:
April 17, 2010, 10:00 AM - 2:00 PM

Certificate of insurance provided
Summary:  The Mayor and Council Members unanimously approved a special events application; road closing permit application for Lisa’s Light Foundation / Fund Raiser Walk.  For details contact:  Ellie Rogalski – Borough Clerk (732) 270-6415, Greg Heizler - Council Member Liaison, Betsy Hyle – Council Member Liaison
14.  Approve the minutes from the following meetings:  February 23, 2010, March 9, 2010 and March 23, 2010.

Summary:  With two abstentions on the February 23, 2010 minutes, and one abstention on the March 9, 2010 and March 23, 2010 minutes, the Mayor and Council Members approved the minutes from the following regular council meetings:  February 23, 2010, March 9, 2010 and March 23, 2010.  For details contact:  Ellie Rogalski – Borough Clerk (732) 270-6415, Greg Heizler - Council Member Liaison, Betsy Hyle – Council Member Liaison
15.  Adopt Resolution 2010 – 39, RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF ISLAND HEIGHTS, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AUTHORIZING THE DISPOSAL OF BOROUGH OWNED PROPERTY.

Summary:  The Mayor and Council Members unanimously approved a resolution authorizing the disposal of borough owned property.  A public auction will be held at the borough garage on April 28, 2010 to dispose of this surplus equipment.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning - Administrator / Chief Financial Officer (732) 270-6415, Greg Heizler - Council Member Liaison, Betsy Hyle – Council Member Liaison    
The following items were acted upon as a consent agenda.

16.  Approve the following purchase order requests:


#1 Requesting Dept.:
Public Works/Water & Sewer

Vendor:
Yardville Supply

Item/Service:
150 – 80 lb. Bags of Solar Salt

Total
$1,303.50
#2
Requesting Dept.:
Public Works

Vendor:
Van Sant Equipment

Item/Service:
Stihl Cutoff Saw TS420

Total:

$779.96
#3  Requesting Dept.:
Public Works

Vendor:
Bucks Fabricating

Item/Service:
40 yd. Heavy Duty Roll Off Container 

Total:

$5,454.00
Summary:  The Mayor and Council Members unanimously approved the issuance of purchase orders for the three (3) items above.  For details on the items contact:  Jon Brodbeck – Assistant Superintendent of Public Works (732) 270-6424, Adrian Fanning - Administrator / Chief Financial Officer (732) 270-6415, Brian Taboada – Council Member Liaison, Jeffrey B. Silver – Council Member Liaison
17.  Mayor’s Proclamation National Library Week 2010, April 11 – 17, 2010.
Summary:  The Mayor proclaimed National Library Week 2010 to be April 11 – 17.  Since this is a Mayor’s proclamation, no formal action is required.  For details contact:  Ellie Rogalski – Borough Clerk (732) 270-6415, Jim Biggs – Mayor     
18.  Adopt Resolution 2010 – 37 entitled, RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF ISLAND HEIGHTS, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, TO ENTER INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION.

Summary:  The Mayor and Council Members unanimously approved a resolution to enter into executive session.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning - Administrator / Chief Financial Officer (732) 270-6415, Jim Biggs – Mayor
Liaison Reports
Council President Betsy Hyle reported on the following:  Recreation Committee.  Thanks to everyone who helped make the Easter Egg Hunt such a success again this year!  Senior Advisory Committee:  Coming up on next Wednesday, April 21st…Our senior get-together will be all about gardening and getting our plantings ready. We will also have a guest from New Jersey Natural Gas to talk about energy savings and home energy audits.  Bring a brown bag lunch…we’ll provide the drinks and dessert.  Activities start at 9:00 AM.  Then on May 19th…we’ll celebrate spring with a special Tea Party.  Watch for details in upcoming newsletters and on the website at www.islandheightsboro.com.  Don’t forget Yoga each week on Thursday morning at 1:00 AM at borough hall.  Environmental Committee:
Our environmental speaker series continues Thursday, April 22, 2010, 7:30 PM.  (NOTE TIME CHANGE) Paul Jivoff, Ph.D., Associate Professor of Biology, Rider University will present on the blue crab and his recent projects in the Barnegat Bay.  The presentation will be right here in the borough meeting hall.  Also coming up in April:  Volunteers are needed for Earth Week Clean-up day on Saturday April 24 here in town.  Anyone interested in helping to beautify our borough…meet at borough hall at 9:00 AM.  Island Heights Cultural & Heritage:

Reminder:  There are still a few tickets left for the “Wines Around the World” wine tasting and dinner to be held on Thursday, April 22nd, from 7:00 – 9:00 PM at Caffé Italia, Route 37, Toms River.  Tickets cost $50 and proceeds benefit Island Heights Cultural Heritage Association.  Calling Kennetta Tomaso for tickets.  Community Club:  The Island Heights Community Club wants everyone to know that this year’s Annual Flower Sale will be held on April 29th, April 30th, and May 1st (Thursday, Friday and Saturday) from 9:00 AM to 6:00 PM at 172 Maple Avenue.  Once again there will be hanging baskets, pouches, perennials, vegetables, single plants, flats… Patio Tomatoes can be special-ordered.  Prices are great… all hanging baskets and flats are $10…and remember you don’t pay tax!  Monies raised fund scholarships for Island Heights’ students.  Last year six $500 scholarships were awarded.
Council Member John Bendel had no report.
Council Member Al Gabriel reported that he is not happy with the police department contractors.  Mr. Gabriel is stepping away from the contract and stated that the borough engineer whould assume full responsibility.  He monitored the project for a couple of weeks but there was to interference.  He further stated that there is a major bulkhead problem at the mouth of Dillons Creek.  This is the fourth time it has been reported to Mayor and Council.  If we get a strong south wind, it could possibly fail totally which would result in loss of beach and access to Dillons Creek.  Mr. Gabriel stated that Adrian Fanning should follow up by contacting Albert Marine for that area and Lake Drive.  He also mentioned that he has received numerous complaints about the bulkhead at Camp Meeting.
Council Member Greg Heizler had no report.
Council Member Jeffrey B. Silver reminded everyone about Earth Day (please help clean up around our town) and Sustainable Jersey Island Heights Tree Hunt is on for April 24th at borough hall.  The hunt is on for special trees in our town, unique size and species.  Forty (40) students will be participating.  They will all be wearing identification badges when you see them walking around our streets.  They will also be taking photos of the trees they discover.  Any questions please call me, Jeff Silver at borough hall (732) 270-6415.
Council Member Brian Taboada reported on the Island Heights Grade School Board of Education.  The Island Heights Board of Education is pleased to announce the appointment of Melissa Drew to the vacant BOE seat.  The BOE would like to relay the message that they are very proud to have developed a budget that maintains the standards of excellence in education, while addressing affordability in the current fiscal climate. They are pleased to announce a zero percent increase for the tax payers of Island Heights.  The board approved the Superintendent to proceed with starting an in-house pre-k program for the students who are currently sent out of district which is projected to provide a substantial savings to the district.  The district need is rising next year from 2 to 5 children requiring this service.  Mr. Taboada also reported on Island Heights Public Works.  Public Works would like to thank everyone for helping with the recycling center.  Less dumping has occurring and the public has kept the place clean.  However, they would like to remind everyone that plastic landscaping edging, Styrofoam coolers, and plastic bags, even if it has recyclables in it, are not recyclable.  Public Works personnel must remove these items from the dumpsters and place them out for regular trash pickup.  It would be easier for everyone if these items were thrown away by residents at their homes.  Spring cleaning has been on everyone’s agenda and Public Works is no different.  If you happen to notice a broken fence or board, dead tree or bush, water coming up in the street, or any other item you feel needs to be addressed, please contact Public Works at (732) 270-6424 so it can be addressed.  Public Works was busy repairing a recent water main break.   Unfortunately the backhoe broke as well and the repair then required County assistance.  Public Works is currently assessing the emergency repair equipment to ensure regardless of time, all emergencies requiring their assistance will be adequately addressed.
Privilege of the Floor
These subjects were discussed during Privilege of the Floor, for additional details please see the approved minutes on the borough website.

· Public works facility – removal of trees.

· Properties in need of repair in town.

· Estimated completion date of water treatment plant and water tower.

· River planting grant – TPL award of $4,467.00.
Other Borough Actions

Adopt Resolution 2010 - 40 entitled, RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF ISLAND HEIGHTS, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AUTHORIZING THE SUBMISSION OF A TONNAGE GRANT APPLICATION TO THE NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION. 
Summary:  The Mayor and Council Members unanimously approved a resolution authorizing the submission of a tonnage grant application to the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection.  This is a yearly application which allows the borough to receive state monies for our recyclable goods.  Councilman Brian Taboada was appointed recycling coordinator until July 1, 2010.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning - Administrator / Chief Financial Officer (732) 270-6415, Brian Taboada – Council Member Liaison, Jeffrey B. Silver – Council Member Liaison
Motion to plant trees at the public works facility at a cost not to exceed $1,000.00
Summary:  The Mayor and Council Members unanimously approved a motion to plant trees at the public works facility at a cost of not to exceed $1,000.00.  For details contact:  Betsy Hyle – Council Member Liaison, Al Gabriel – Council Member Liaison
Other Items of Interest

Island Heights Environmental Committee Speaker Series:  Thursday, April 22, 2010, 7:30 PM (NOTE TIME CHANGE) Paul Jivoff, Ph.D., Associate Professor of Biology, Rider University, will present on blue crab biology and potential fisheries impacts on reproduction.  His talk will include details of his recent tagging project and study of the blue crab population in the Barnegat Bay.  Dr. Jivoff is a very engaging speaker and there is no better time than just before the season starts to learn more about the blue crab.  The public is encouraged to attend.

    The Island Heights Board of Education re-organization meeting is Monday, April 26, 2010 workshop begins at 7:00 PM, followed by the regular meeting at 7:30 PM, held at the Island Heights Grade School, 115 Summit Avenue, Island Heights. 

 The Island Heights Recreation Committee regularly scheduled meeting is Monday, April 26, 2010 at 7:30 PM held at the borough hall.
The Island Heights Mayor and Council regularly scheduled meeting is Tuesday, April 27, 2010 at 7:00 PM held at the Borough Hall.

 The Island Heights Community Club will hold their Annual Spring Flower Sale, starting Thursday, April 29th from 9:00 AM to 6:00 PM until soldout, located at 172 Maple Avenue.  Flats and hanging baskets all $10 each.  Pots, pouches, veggies and perennials-priced reasonably.  Special Order Patio Tomatoes.  There is no tax-all proceeds go to provide scholarships to Island Heights students.
Mayors’ Corner….

Mayor Biggs welcomes Debra Challoner, Mary Pabst, Walter Church, Carol Vallin, Pam Marx, Tara Church, and Sandra Snow to the Island Heights Green Team which is part of the criteria for Sustainable New Jersey.  In addition, the hunt is on in Island Heights for Heritage Trees.  Mayor Biggs commends the young people and volunteers that will be searching our town for these heritage trees.  If a young person and/or a volunteer knocks on your door and if you have a tree which meets certain criteria, kindly welcome them at your residence so we can survery your tree that exists in our community.  Mayor Biggs also commends Donald Roberts of our environmental committee in attaining a full TPL grant in the amount of $4,467.00 with no cash match.  This grant will provide plantings of approximately 500’ (linear) of fallow land which separates the Island Heights boardwalk and River Avenue.    

The Municipal Clerk’s Office, Tax Collector & Water/Sewer Office, Finance & Purchasing, are open Monday – Friday 9:00 AM until 3:00 PM and Monday evening 6:00 PM until 8:00 PM.  

Building & Fire Departments, Tax Assessor and Municipal Court are open Monday evening 6:00 PM until 8:00 PM. Please call the borough hall at (732) 270-6415 for days and times of offices not listed above.
mayorcouncil@islandheightsboro.com

Mayor Jim Biggs (732) 270-6415

Council Member John Bendel
April D. Elley, Newsletter Editor
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