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Mayor and Council Newsletter


Borough of Island Heights

Council Meeting

May 13, 2010

www.islandheightsboro.com

_______________________________________________________________________


Agenda items are listed in the order that they were acted upon.  Each agenda item is summarized.  The mayor and/or council member familiar with the action is listed along with a telephone number.

Mayor – Jim Biggs - Absent

Council President Betsy Hyle - Present

Council Members present:  John Bendel, Al Gabriel, Greg Heizler, Jeffrey B. Silver, and Brian Taboada

Council members absent:  None          

1.  Adopt Resolution 2010 – 43 entitled, RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF ISLAND HEIGHTS, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, DETERMINING THE AMOUNT TO BE RAISED BY TAXATION FOR LOCAL SCHOOL PURPOSE FOR THE 2010 – 2011 SCHOOL YEAR. 

Summary:  The Council President and Council Members unanimously approved a resolution determining the amount to be raised by taxation for local school purpose for the 2010/2011 school tax year.  The borough administrator explained that after a meeting between the five municipalities that make up the Central Regional School District, an agreement was reached that called for a cut in the Central Regional budget of $75,000.00.  The defeated school budget of $26,748,913 for general fund expenses was reduced to $26,673,913.  There will be no cut in programs.  The Central Regional Board of Education reviewed the recommended line item reductions by the consitutuent districts and determined that these reductions will not affect Central Regional’s ability to provide a thorough and efficient education, or impact the board’s overall operations given the need for long term planning and budgeting.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning - Administrator / Chief Financial Officer (732) 270-6415, John Bendel - Council Member Liaison, Brian Taboada – Council Member Liaison
2.  Approve payment of obligations chargeable to the 2009 operating budgets and 
2010 temporary operating budgets as presented. 

Summary:  With one abstention on three differenct bills, the Council President and Council Members approved the obligations chargeable to the operating budgets.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning - Administrator / Chief Financial Officer (732) 270-6415, Greg Heizler - Council Member Liaison, Betsy Hyle – Council Member Liaison  

3.  Approve Special Events Application:

Applicant:
Island Heights First Aid Squad

DOE:

July 3, 2010 5:00 PM – 7:00 PM

Municipal Grounds – Annual Circus, Certificates provided

Summary:  The Council President and Council Members unanimously approved a special events application for the Island Heights First Aid Squad on July 3, 2010 from 5:00 PM to 7:00 PM for the annual circus at the Wanamaker Complex.  For details contact:  Ellie Rogalski – Borough Clerk (732) 270-6415, Greg Heizler - Council Member Liaison, Betsy Hyle – Council Member Liaison
4.  Approve use of Pavilion:

Applicant:  
Arthur Penman, Jr.

DOE:
June 15, 2010 5:00 PM to 6:00 PM Wedding Rehearsal,
June 16, 2010 5:00 PM to 7:30 PM Wedding Ceremony, Certificate of Insurance provided

Summary:  The Council President and Council Members unanimously approved use of the pavilion to Arthur Penman, Jr. on June 15, 2010 from 5:00 PM to 6:00 PM for wedding rehearsal, and June 16, 2010 from 5:00 PM to 7:30 PM for the wedding ceremony.  The certificate of insurance has been provided.  For details contact:  Ellie Rogalski – Borough Clerk (732) 270-6415, Greg Heizler - Council Member Liaison, Betsy Hyle – Council Member Liaison  
The following will be acted on as a consent agenda:

5.  Approve the following purchase order requests:

(1) 
Requesting Dept.:
Public Works/Water & Sewer


Vendor:
DeMott & Aldrich


Item/Service:
Job Street Repairs


Total
$2,401.00

(2) 
Requesting Dept.:
Public Works/Buildings & Grounds


Vendor:
Albert Marine Construction


Item/Service:
Bulkhead Sheating, 25 - 14 ft. 2.5 CCA 2” Sheets Tongue/Grooved 


Total
$659.50

Summary:  The Council President and Council Members unanimously approved the issuance of purchase orders for both items above.  For details contact:  Jon Brodbeck – Assistant Superintendent of Public Works (732) 270-6424, Adrian Fanning - Administrator / Chief Financial Officer (732) 270-6415, Al Gabriel – Council Member Liaison, Brian Taboada – Council Member Liaison 

6.  Adopt Resolution 2010 – 43 entitled, RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF ISLAND HEIGHTS, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, TO ENTER INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION.

Summary:  There were no items for closed session; therefore this resolution was not acted upon.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning - Administrator / Chief Financial Officer (732) 270-6415, Betsy Hyle – Council President
Liaison Reports
Council President Betsy Hyle reported on the Senior Advisory Committee.  Our next Senior Get-together is Wednesday, May 19th starting at 9:00 AM.  NEW LOCATION:  the home of Pat Smith.  A representative from the Ocean County Department of Senior Services will be discussing medication management.  After that, we will be lunching in a local garden and celebrating with a May Tea Party…so bring your favorite tea cup and its story….as we kick off Spring in Island Heights!  To RSVP and get directions call: borough hall (732) 270-6415.  Environmental Committee:  Next Saturday, May 22, volunteers are needed for the next RIVER AVENUE PLANTING.  Planting starts at 10:00 AM but help is needed as early as 8:30 AM when the plants arrive.  There are jobs for everyone even if you can’t do heavy labor.  We are also in need of rakes, gloves, shovels….and WHEELBARROWS!  Please see the flyer on our website.  The 13th Annual Barnegat Bay Festival:  Sunday, June 6 from 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM, rain or shine right here in Island Heights at the Wanamaker Field.  NEW this year:  On Saturday, June 5 starting at 10:30 AM there will be a series of Workshops for Bay-Friendly Gardening featuring experts on fertilizing, composting, native plants, and much more.  Pre-registration is required…for more information go to the Island Heights website or www.bbnep.org.  Island Heights Cultural and Heritage Association:  Monday, May 17 at 7:00 PM at the Methodist Church, Island Heights resident and guitarist Ron Rooberg will present a program of historic finger style, ragtime, and country blues music.  These styles developed in the South in the 20s & 30s, were almost lost in the 50s, but still have major influences today. Come and learn and enjoy.  Bring a friend!  Free! Refreshments served!  Michael Calafati of Historic Building Architects, LLC shared exciting news that his project team was awarded a 2010 New Jersey Historic Preservation Award for the restoration of the John Frederick Peto House and Studio.  Congratulations go out to Mr. Calafati and his team, as well as to the Island Heights Cultural and Heritage Association which was the driving force behind saving the Peto House and Studio from the wrecking ball. 

Council Member John Bendel had no report.

Council Member Al Gabriel reported on the police building construction.  He is very unhappy with the quality.  Mr.Gabriel requested a set of plans.  Currently, public works is renailing the boardwalk, and replacing two broken stringers.  Mr. Gabriel would like more residents to become involved, attend council meetings to see how our tax dollars are being spent. 

Council Member Greg Heizler had no report.
Council Member Jeffrey B. Silver again thanked our anonymous donor for the 25 tons of top soil.  This will cover 300 feet of river grass planting beds along River Avenue.  Don Roberts has donated his time once again to coordinate the design for the grass planting which will take place on the 22nd of May.  All extra hands and shovels are welcome to attend to help with the plantings.  Thanks to our public works department in making the old loader functional for the placement of the top soil where needed.  As warmer weather brings more late night activities, do you see a streetlight that is out?  Call Jersey Central Power & Light at 1-888-544-4877.  You will need to state the address and nearest cross street where the streetlight is located.  In addition, most poles have a number plate on them this will speed up the repair work order.  Most streetlights can be repaired in a few days. This will help keep our streets brighter for more safety at night.
Council Member Brian Taboada reported  that the Island Heights Public Works has been authorized to conduct a public auction to dispose of various surplus vehicles and equipment on May 14, 2010 at 11:00 AM at the public works garage.  Everything is being sold as is.  All sales are final.  Items to be sold are described as follows:  1997 Ford Crown Victoria, 1994 Ford Ranger, Redmax Leaf Blower EB431, Redmax Weed Wacker C223N, BCS Multi Use Machine (Includes Sweeper/Chipper/Blower/Brush Cutter).  The Island Heights Grade School applied for a matching recycling grant.  Mr. Taboada also reported on the Island Heights Board of Education.  The district is continuing to work on a new in house Pre-K program, and hired a certified Pre-K special needs teacher.  This is being done to eliminate sending students far out of district and saving the district money.  The district has purchased new Language Arts text.  Lori Romano was recognized as teacher of the year.  Over the past few weeks the children have been taking the NJASK tests at various grade levels.  The Island Heights Board of Education is soliciting donations for a memorial for Richard Gabriel, if interested please contact the board office at (732) 929-1222.  The grade school also participated in a new a program for Earth Day this year.  Diane Caputo administered the program, there are pictures on the Island Heights Grade School website at http://www.islandheights.k12.nj.us.  The Earth Day Groceries Project was a school wide effort.  Every student in kindergarten through grade six helped to decorate and color over 300 brown grocery bags that were donated to the school by Shop Rite (Fischer Boulevard).  It was a huge undertaking for our small school of 110 students, but through their diligence they reached their goal.  Students had fun and learned various ways to protect the environment while participating in this activity.  When the bags were finished, they were returned to Shop Rite for customers to use on Earth Day.  The project was a huge success!

Privilege of the Floor
These subjects were discussed during Privilege of the Floor, for additional details please see the approved minutes on the borough website.

· Directional signage at police building while under renovation.
Other Items of Interest

The Central Regional School Board regularly scheduled meeting is Thursday, May 20, 2010 at 7:00 PM at the Board of Education building, Forest Hills Parkway, Bayville.
 The Island Heights Recreation Committee regularly scheduled meeting is Monday, May 24, 2010 at 7:30 PM held at the borough hall.
The Island Heights Mayor and Council regularly scheduled meeting is Tuesday, May 25, 2010 at 7:00 PM held at the borough hall.

 All Municipal Offices will be closed on Monday, May 31, 2010 in observance of Memorial Day.

 The Island Heights Senior Advisory Committee regularly scheduled meeting is Thursday, June 3, 2010 at 7:00 PM held at the borough hall.

 The Island Heights Board of Health regularly scheduled meeting is Tuesday, June 8, 2010 at 9:00 AM held at the borough hall.

The Island Heights Mayor and Council regularly scheduled meeting is Tuesday, June 8, 2010 at 7:00 PM held at the borough hall.

The Island Heights Planning Board regularly scheduled meeting is Wednesday, June 9, 2010 at 7:00 PM held at the borough hall.

 The Island Heights Municipal Alliance Committee (MAC) regularly scheduled meeting is Wednesday, June 16, 2010 at 7:00 PM held at the borough hall.
 The Island Heights Environmental Committee regularly scheduled meeting is Wednesday, June 16, 2010 at 7:00 PM held at the borough hall.

 The Island Heights Recreation Committee regularly scheduled meeting is Monday, June 28, 2010 at 7:30 PM held at the borough hall.
Mayors’ Corner….

On behalf of Mayor Biggs, Council President Betsy Hyle mentioned that the Ocean County Board of Chosen Freeholders has scheduled a public hearing on a proposed transportation program.  The purpose of the hearing is to solicit public comment on the County’s FY 2011 transportation service proposal.  Ocean Ride is currently reviewing a variety of service adjustments in an effort to sustain on-going transportation services in light of multi-year funding cuts.  Specific information regarding proposed service changes to the Ocean Ride program will be presented at the public hearing.  The public hearing will be held Thursday, June 17, 2010 at the Ocean County Administration Building, Room 119, located at the corner of Hooper Avenue and Washington Street, Toms River, New Jersey.  The public hearing will begin at 1:00 PM.  The Administration Building is accessible to the disabled via the side entrance.  Limited accessible transportation will be made available by calling Ocean Ride at (732) 736-8989, extention 235 no later than 12:00 PM, Friday, May 28, 2010.  Should you have any questions or require further details, please do no hesitate to contact Kathleen C. Edmond, Director of Ocean County Transportation Services at (732) 736-8989 extension 235.
NOTICE

As per Borough Resolution 2009 – 11, recreational badges are still available at a pre-season price.  They are $15.00 for the season 12 years of age and older.  They increase to $25.00 on June 1st.  The last day to purchase them at the pre-season price ($15.00) at borough hall shall be Friday, May 28, 2010 between the hours of 9:00 AM and 3:00 PM.  

The Municipal Clerk’s Office, Tax Collector & Water/Sewer Office, Finance & Purchasing, are open Monday – Friday 9:00 AM until 3:00 PM and Monday evening 6:00 PM until 8:00 PM.  Building & Fire Departments, Tax Assessor and Municipal Court are open Monday evening 6:00 PM until 8:00 PM. Please call the borough hall at (732) 270-6415 for days and times of offices not listed above.

mayorcouncil@islandheightsboro.com

Mayor Jim Biggs
Council Member John Bendel
April D. Elley, Newsletter Editor (732) 270-6415
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