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Mayor and Council Newsletter


Borough of Island Heights

Council Meeting

January  4, 2011

www.islandheightsboro.com

_______________________________________________________________________


Agenda items are listed in the order that they were acted upon.  Each agenda item is summarized.  The mayor and/or council member familiar with the action is listed along with a telephone number.

Mayor – Jim Biggs - Present

Council President Al Gabriel - Absent
Council Members present:  John Bendel, Greg Heizler, Joe Rogalski, Jeffrey B. Silver and Brian Taboada

Council members absent:  None
1.  Adopt Resolution 2011 – 01 entited, RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF ISLAND HEIGHTS, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, PROVIDING FOR APPROPRIATIONS IN THE 2011 TEMPORARY OPERATING BUDGET IN ACCORDANCE WITH PROVISIONS OF N.J.S.A.40A:4-19.
Summary:  The Mayor and Council Members unanimously approved a resolution providing for appropriations in the 2011 temporary operating budget in accordance with state law.  The temporary budget is put in place the first meeting of the calendar year.  This budget allows the borough to operate for the first three months of the year while the borough completes the 2011 budget.  For details contact:  Christine J. Manolio – Chief Financial Officer (732) 270-6415, Greg Heizler - Council Member Liaison, John Bendel – Council Member Liaison
2.  Adopt Resolution 2011 – 02 entitled, RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF ISLAND HEIGHTS, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AUTHORIZING THE TRANSFER OF FUNDS BETWEEN APPROPRIATION RESERVES PER N.J.S.A.40A:4-59.
Summary:  The Mayor and Council Members unanimously approved a resolution authorizing the transfer of funds between appropriations.  Transfers between budget appropriation line items are permitted in the last two months of the budget year or in the first three months of the 
succeeding year to meet specific claims, commitments or contracts where the original 

appropriation line item amount was insufficient to meet those claims.  For details contact:  Christine J. Manolio – Chief Financial Officer (732) 270-6415, Greg Heizler - Council Member Liaison, John Bendel – Council Member Liaiso
3.  Approve payment of obligations chargeable to the 2010 operating budgets and 2011 temporary operating budgets as presented. 

Summary:  The Mayor and Council Members unanimously approved the obligations chargeable to the operating budgets.  For details contact:  Christine J. Manolio – Chief Financial Officer (732) 270-6415, Greg Heizler - Council Member Liaison, John Bendel – Council Member Liaison
4.  Approve the award of bid for “One 2010 Caterpillar 420E IT, or Equal Backhoe Loader/Integrated Tool Carrier with less than 100 hours running time.  Bids were received on December 14, 2010.
Summary:  With three (3) no votes, the Mayor and Council Members approved the purchase of a 2010 Caterpillar from Giles Ransome in the amount of $89,000 less trade-in of a case 580K 1989 extend a hoe 4x4 with 4-1 bucket backhoe $6,000 allowance for a net purchase price of $83,000..  For details contact:  Jon Brodbeck – Assistant Superintendent of Public Works (732) 270-6424, Brian Taboada - Council Member Liaison, Joe Rogalski – Council Member Liaison
5.  Adopt Resolution 2011 – 03 entitled, RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF ISLAND HEIGHTS, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, TO ENTER INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION.
Summary:  The Mayor and Council Members unanimously approved a resolution to enter into executive session.  For details contact:  Ellie Rogalski – Borough Clerk (732) 270-6415, Greg Heizler – Council Member Liaison, John Bendel – Council Member Liaiso
Liaison Reports

Council President Al Gabriel reported that the bulkhead is complete with the exception of two (2) items which will be done by the public works department, which include the backfilling of the bulkhead and cutting a drainage hole in the bulkhead. 

Council Member John Bendel had no report.
Council Member Greg Heizler had no report.
Council Member Joe Rogalski had no report. 
Council Member Jeffrey B. Silver reported that the borough is moving forward with grants that are being reviewed by the Environmental Committee and the Green Team.   
Council Member Brian Taboada reported that Island Heights will now be accepting used televisions and other electronics including computers, laptops, monitors, DVD players, VCRs,fax machines and desktop printers, which will recycled by Ocean County.  Please do not place these items at the curb for Waste Management will NOT pick them up.  They can be brought down to the Island Heights borough recycling facility and placed inside the container marked GOODWILL.  Some places do recycle milk and other beverage cartons.  We do not.  Please place these items in the regular trash and not in with the commingles.  Waste Management has been informed to please not pick up Christmas trees beginning this Thursday as they were contracted to do.  The trees will be picked up by the borough public works during the week of January 10th - 14th to allow for their recycling.
In addition, Council Member Taboada thanked public works for their great effort in clearing our
streets during this past blizzard.  He also thanked our residents for their help and cooperation in cleaning up after the storm.  The borough had equipment failures and still got the job done while
other towns in the area were making the local press.  Residents were stuck for days and clearing their own streets in Toms River, Brick and Neptune.  Our equipment issues are being addressed expediently and should be resolved in time for the next snowfall this weekend and possible again on Tuesday.  Finally, Mr. Taboada mentioned that volunteering in a community greatly contributes to its well being.  With that in mind, he apologized for an oversight in his last liaison report.  At the water treatment plant chlorine leak, the borough also had the Island Heights Volunteer First Aid Squad on site to handle any and all medical emergencies which may have arisen from exposure to the Chlorine gas.  For that he recognized the Island Heights Volunteer First Aid Squad and extended a very big thank you for their service.
Privilege of the Floor

These subjects were discussed during Privilege of the Floor, for additional details please see the approved minutes on the borough website.

· Marina assessments

Other Borough Actions

Approve the governing body to attend insurance training so as to obtain credit towards future insurance installment.

Summary:  The Mayor and Council Members unanimously approved a motion for the governing body to attend training.  This training is necessary for each municipality to be in compliance with their employments practice / public official requirements and will also include a $250 for each person to be applied to member assessments.  For details contact:  Ellie Rogalski – Borough Clerk (732) 270-6415, Greg Heizler – Council Member Liaison, John Bendel – Council Member Liaison
Approve sending Rice Notices to all employees to follow due process with regard to the terms and conditions of employment.  
Summary:  With one (1) abstention, the Mayor and Council Members approved sending Rice notices to all borough employees with regard to the terms and conditions of employment.  For details contact:  Ellie Rogalski – Borough Clerk (732) 270-6415, Greg Heizler – Council Member Liaison, John Bendel – Council Member Liaison
Other Items of Interest

The Island Heights Board of Health regularly scheduled meeting is Tuesday, January 11, 2011 at 9:00 AM held at the borough hall.

The Island Heights Planning Board regularly scheduled meeting for Wednesday, January 12, 2011 at 6:30 PM has been canceled.

    The Island Heights Board of Education regular meeting is Wednesday, January 12, 2011 workshop begins at 7:00 PM, followed by the regular meeting at 7:30 PM, held at the Island Heights Grade School, 115 Summit Avenue, Island Heights.

The Island Heights Mayor and Council regularly scheduled meeting is Tuesday, January 18, 2011 at 7:00 PM held at the borough hall.

The Central Regional School Board regularly scheduled meeting is Thursday, January 20, 2011 at 7:00 PM at the Board of Education building, Forest Hills Parkway, Bayville.
Central Regional School District Referendum (special election) is Tuesday, January 25, 2011.  Vote at the borough hall between the hours of 2:00 PM until 9:00 PM.
The Municipal Clerk’s Office, Tax Collector & Water/Sewer Office, Finance & Purchasing, are open Monday – Friday 9:00 AM until 3:00 PM and Monday evening 6:00 PM until 8:00 PM.  Building & Fire Departments, Tax Assessor and Municipal Court are open Monday evening 6:00 PM until 8:00 PM. Please call the borough hall at (732) 270-6415 for days and times of offices not listed above.

mayorcouncil@islandheightsboro.com
Mayor Jim Biggs
Council Member Brian Taboada
Council Member Jeff Silver
April D. Elley, Newsletter Editor
Mayors’ Corner….

Mayor Biggs mentioned that there is a popular song with a line in which the person sings “Let it Snow, Let it Snow, Let it Snow”.  Well we have had one big snow and we’re proud of public works and the wonderful job they did in town in opening up our roads and making our driving somewhat bearable.  Compared to other municipalities, some as close as next door, we have received praise and commendations on how well the town looks compared to some peoples municipalities.  Thank you to the Emergency Management Coordinator Doug Platt, and the Island Heights Police for staying on top of the snow emergency.  Also, I want to say thank you not only to Island Heights personnnel, but to our residents as well for the effort they made at keeping our roads open and our neighbors who may not be able to shovel their driveways and walkways open so that they too can get out and our emergency services can get in, in time of need.  

We are in our new calendar year 2011, and it is time to do the budget.  In these difficult financial times, when we face a 2% cap on the majority of our budget, we may be forced to make some difficult decisions.  The services that we have been able to provide through our budget may in some cases be altered.  One of the steps that a majority of towns surrounding the Toms River necessitate is informing our department heads and our borough personnel that difficult demands require difficult decisions.  We are notifying all borough personnel that those decisions must be considered and that our personnel legally must be made aware of all possibilities.  I have said from the beginning of my term that we would do our best to keep all our employees fully employed.  If corrections are not made, in this difficult financial period we may have to consider alternative actions.  I don’t want to do that, but we don’t have control of a runaway state budget that forces drastic financial impacts on local municipalities.  Wish us luck.
NOTICE
DOG & CAT LICENSES

ARE TO BE RENEWED

JANUARY 1 OF EACH YEAR
* Proof of Current Rabies Required

* Spaying/Neutering Certificate to obtain $3.00 discount

Cat & Dog Fee:   $10.00

Proof Spayed/Neutered:  $7.00

In addition, a Late Fee of $5.00 will be imposed February 1 and an additional $1.00 each month late thereafter.
FREE

RABIES CLINIC
Saturday

January 22, 2011
2:00 PM until 3:00 PM

Island Heights

Public Works Building

Corner of

Lake and Laurel Avenues
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