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Mayor and Council Newsletter


Borough of Island Heights

Council Meeting

September 13, 2011

www.islandheightsboro.com

_______________________________________________________________________


Agenda items are listed in the order that they were acted upon.  Each agenda item is summarized.  The mayor and/or council member familiar with the action is listed along with a telephone number.

Mayor – Jim Biggs - Present

Council President Al Gabriel - Present
Council Members present:  John Bendel, Greg Heizler, Jeffrey B. Silver, Joe Rogalski and Brian Taboada

Council members absent:  None  
1.  Second reading and adoption Ordinance 2011 – 11 entitled, ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF ISLAND HEIGHTS, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY ESTABLISHING A FALSE ALARM REDUCTION PROGRAM AND PROVIDING PENALTIES FOR VIOLATION THEREOF.
2.  Public Hearing Ordinance 2011 – 11.
Summary:  After the public hearing of ordinance 2011 - 11, with three (3) no votes the Mayor and Council Members approved an ordinance establishing a false alarm reduction program and providing penalties for violation thereof.  For details contact:  Ellie Rogalski – Borough Clerk (732) 270-6415, Greg Heizler - Council Member Liaison, John Bendel – Council Member Liaison
3.  Adopt Resolution 2011 – 53 entitled, RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF ISLAND HEIGHTS, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, CERTIFYING REVIEW OF THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT BEST PRACTICES CHECK LIST.

Summary:  With one (1) no vote, the Mayor and Council Members approved a resolution certifying review of the local government best practices check list.  For details contact:  Ellie Rogalski – Borough Clerk (732) 270-6415, Greg Heizler - Council Member Liaison, John Bendel – Council Member Liaison
4.  Adopt Resolution 2011 – 54 entitled, RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF ISLAND HEIGHTS, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AUTHORIZING THE DISPOSAL OF BOROUGH OWNED PROPERTY.
Summary:  The Mayor and Council Members unanimously approved a resolution authorizing the disposal of borough owned property.  For details contact:  Ellie Rogalski – Borough Clerk (732) 270-6415, Greg Heizler - Council Member Liaison, John Bendel – Council Member Liaison
5.  Adopt Resolution 2011 – 55 entitled, RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF ISLAND HEIGHTS, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, APPROVING SUBMISSION OF A NJ DOT 2012 GRANT FOR CEDAR AVENUE.

Summary:  The Mayor and Council Members unanimously approved a resolution approving submission of a New Jersey Department of Transportation 2012 grant for Cedar Avenue.  For details contact:  Ellie Rogalski – Borough Clerk (732) 270-6415, Jim Biggs - Mayor
6.  Approve payment of obligations chargeable to the 2010 and 2011 operating budgets as presented. 
Summary:  The Mayor and Council Members unanimously approved the obligations chargeable to the operating budgets.  For details contact:  Ellie Rogalski – Borough Clerk (732) 270-6415, Greg Heizler - Council Member Liaison, John Bendel – Council Member Liaison
7.  Authorize reimbursement payment to Doug Platt in the amount of $517.52, for the purchase of flares for Hurricane Irene preparation.
Summary:  The Mayor and Council Members unanimously approved a reimbursement payment to Doug Platt in the amount of $517.52 for the purchase of flares in preparation of Hurricane Irene.  For details contact:  Ellie Rogalski – Borough Clerk (732) 270-6415, Joe Rogalski - Council Member Liaison, Jeff Silver – Council Member Liaison  

8.  Approve the following payments to Birdsall Services Group, Inc.

Project Number 10407100000 “Water Treatment Plant Replacement”

Invoice #178998 - $13,010.00

Invoice #180200 - $  1,315.00

Project Number 10407101000 “.25 MG Elevated Water Tower

Invoice #179035 – $4,719.27

Project Number 10407102111 “2011 Improvements to Summit Avenue Parking Lot”

Invoice #178959 - $1,577.85

Project Number 210407000010 “2011 General Engineering”

Invoice #179781 - $195.00

Project Number 210407030010 “2011 General Water/Sewer Engineering”

Invoice #175422 - $   382.00

Invoice #179782 - $1,787.50

Total Amount $22,986.62

Summary:  The Mayor and Council Members approved payment of Birdsall Services Group, Inc. invoice #179782 in the amount of $1,787.50.  No other payments were authorized at this time.  For details contact:  Ellie Rogalski – Borough Clerk (732) 270-6415, Jim Biggs - Mayor
The following will be acted upon as a consent agenda.

9.  Approve the following purchase order requests:
1. Requesting Dept.:
Legal Advertising
    Vendor:
Asbury Park Press
    Item/Service:
Legal Advertisement
TOTAL:

$671.00
2. Requesting Dept.:
Elections
    Vendor:

Ocean County Clerk
    Item/Service:

Municipal Election
TOTAL:

$3,529.46
3. Requesting Dept.:
Water / Sewer

    Vendor:

John E. Camburn & Son, Inc.
    Item/Service:

Emergency-River Ave. Pump Station
TOTAL:

$620.83
4. Requesting Dept.:
Water / Sewer
    Vendor:

John E. Camburn & Son, Inc.
    Item/Service:

Emergency-Dermitt Ave. Pump Station
TOTAL:

$1,255.66
Summary:  With two (2) abstentions on the two (2) John E. Camburn & Son, Inc. bills, the Mayor and Council Members approved the issuance of purchase orders for all items listed above.  For details on items 1 and 2 contact:  Ellie Rogalski – Borough Clerk (732) 270-6415, Greg Heizler - Council Member Liaison, John Bendel – Council Member Liaison; for details on items 3 and 4 contact:  Jon Brodbeck – Assistant Superintendent of Public Works (732) 270-6424,  Joe Rogalski - Council Member Liaison, Jeff Silver – Council Member Liaison
11.  Approve the following request from Barnegat Bay Partnership:  15th Annual Barnegat Bay Festival – Save the Date.

Date:  Thursday, May 31, 2012 (tent set up)

Time:  10:00 AM to 4:00 PM

Date:  Friday, June 1, 2012 (continued set up/possible evening event)

Time:  10:00 AM to 10:00 PM

Date:  Saturday, June 2, 2012 (workshops)

Time:  10:00 AM to 4:00 PM

Date:  Sunday, June 3, 2012 (festival)

Time:  6:00 AM to 5:00 PM

Summary:  The Mayor and Council Members unanimously approved a request of dates from the Barnegat Bay Partnership for the 15th Annual Barnegat Bay Festival.  For details contact:  Ellie Rogalski – Borough Clerk (732) 270-6415, Greg Heizler - Council Member Liaison, John Bendel – Council Member Liaison
12.  Approve the following request for use of the Pavilion for a Wedding Ceremony:

Applicant:  Justin Hanna/Lauren Dellarocca

DOE:
October 15, 2011 – 3:00 PM

Certificate of insurance provided.

Summary:  The Mayor and Council Members unanimously approved a request for use of the Central Avenue Pavilion for a wedding ceremony of Justin Hanna and Lauren Dellarocca on October 15, 2011 at 3:00 PM.  The certificate of insurance has been provided.  For details contact:  Ellie Rogalski – Borough Clerk (732) 270-6415, Greg Heizler - Council Member Liaison, John Bendel – Council Member Liaison  
13.  Adopt Resolution 2011 – 56 entitled, RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF ISLAND HEIGHTS, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, TO ENTER INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION.
Summary:  There was no need for closed session; therefore this resolution was not acted upon.  For details contact:  Ellie Rogalski – Borough Clerk (732) 270-6415, Greg Heizler – Council Member Liaison, John Bendel – Council Member Liaison
Liaison Reports
Council President Al Gabriel had no report. 
Council Member John Bendel stated that our former Mayor Karen Hersey, who works for the NJDEP wants to let everyone know that the DEP is organizing a Barnegat Bay Clean-Up Blitz for Wednesday, October 19.  Karen reports that 38 DEP staff level employees are volunteering to work with municipalities in the Barnegat Bay Watershed to organize a stream, bay or in our case beach clean-up to take place on that day. Karen has volunteerd to captain the effort in Island Heights.  She is looking for volunteers to help.  Betsy Hyle provided this report for the Senior Advisory Committee:  Senior Get-Togethers are scheduled as follows: SEPTEMBER, Wednesday the 21st at 10:00 AM meet at the Jano Taber Cottage Museum on Simpson Avenue (across from the Methodist Church) for a tour of this charming cottage set as it would have been in the late 1800s. Weather permitting; we will have refreshments on the porch.  OCTOBER, Wednesday the 19th at 9:30 AM:  meet at the borough meeting hall for the Barnegat Bay Blitz:  the first ever watershed wide clean up of the Barnegat Bay. NOVEMBER, Wednesday the 16 at 10:00 AM we will meet at the John F. Peto Studio Museum at the corner of Westray and Cedar Avenues for a private tour of the “Peto and Friends” Art Exhibition.Light refreshments will follow.  NO DECEMBER MEETING For more information or if you need a ride to the Get-Together call Betsy Hyle.  On behalf of Friends of the Library, Betsy report that Friends of the Library are looking for "GENTLY USED BOOKS" for a fundraising book sale.  This fundraiser will support programs at the Island Heights Library, which is not only a community library, but the only branch in Ocean County that serves as the school library as well. Book Sale Dates:  (week of Town Wide Yard Sale) Thursday, September 22 (1:00 PM – 7:00 PM), Friday, September 23 (1:00 PM – 7:00 PM), Saturday, September 24 (10:00 AM – 4:00 PM). Donated books can be dropped off at borough hall, the Island Heights Library, or 266 Summit Avenue (on the front porch-weather permitting). For more information contact Betsy Hyle.
Council Member Greg Heizler had no report.
Council Member Joe Rogalski reported that the Island Heights Police Department wants to remind residents now that school is open to obey the school zone speed limit of 25 mph.  In addition Doug Platt, Emergency Management Coordinator provided this report on Hurricane Irene.  Hurricane Irene brought high winds and heavy rain to Island Heights and the entire Eastern seaboard.  The storm caused damages to numerous public and private structures and took down several trees and caused flooding to some areas. All-in-all, we came through it pretty well. There were no reported serious injuries and no homes were left uninhabitable.  The Island Heights EOC was activated on 8/26/11 at 12:00 noon and stayed activated until 8:30 PM on 8/28/11.  The Fire Department had crews on stand-bye from 5:00 PM on 8/26 through 5:00 PM on 8/27.  The First Aid Squad had crews on stand-bye throughout the event as well.  The Police Department maintained patrols around the clock.  During the storm, flooding caused a road closure for the entire length of River Avenue and sections of roads were also closed on Ocean Avenue and Fletcher Place due to electric wires down.  Within two days after the storm ended, all roads were open.  The Fire Department responded to over 28 calls for service, including:

8 trees onto wires
5 trees onto structure (minor damages reported)
10 trees onto roadways
1 tree onto a vehicle (vehicle sustained heavy damage)
1 Property without power

The First Aid Squad did not receive any storm-related calls but did respond to other medical emergencies. The Police Department, Fire Department and Office of Emergency Management (OEM) maintained patrols of the entire borough throughout the event and identified problems, which were then corrected or made safe.  The borough’s “Reverse 911” system was activated four times by OEM with announcements made during the event to keep residents apprised of safety issues and actions to take.  Debris cleanup was coordinated by Public Works and Ocean County Road Department.  Preliminary Damage Assessment was completed and reports filed to FEMA. Detailed claims for damages to public property will be filed when requested by FEMA.  Some of the damages to public property included:

Summit Ave groin
Summit Ave beach (sand lost)
Long Point bulkhead caps missing or loose
River Avenue bulkhead caps missing or loose
Boy Scout Island last about 3' sand
Simpson Ave boardwalk and curb
Lake Drive dock
Water damage at the grade school
Additional Irene basics:

36 calls that were directly from the storm (there were around another 40+ calls to service where officers just handled the incident).
8 officers were called to work for the storm, for the majority of the storm we had 4 officers patroling.

Total hours for the storm worked:  165 man hours
there were also 4 police vehicles used during the storm.

Council Member Jeffrey B. Silver had no report.  
Council Member Brian Taboada had no report. 
Privilege of the Floor

These subjects were discussed during Privilege of the Floor, for additional details please see the approved minutes on the borough website.

· Unauthorized use of Summit Avenue beach and pavilion – liability to the borough
· Condition of streets

· Pick up of garbage cans
Other Borough Actions
Motion to approve the Long Point site estimate as prepared by borough engineer Michael O’Donnell, subject to the approval from the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection for use of PA funds (public access), if approval is not given, the project will appear in the 2012 Municipal Budget Capital Improvement List.

Summary:  The Mayor and Council Members unanimously approved a motion to approve the Long Point site estmate as indicated above.  For details contact:  Ellie Rogalski – Borough Clerk (732) 270-6415, Jim Biggs – Mayor
Mayor Biggs made the following appointment to the Island Heights Planning Board:

John Bendel Class III Member of the Governing Body Term 3 Years term expires 06/30/2014

Elizabeth Leaney Class II Official of the Municipality Term 3 Year term expires 06/30/2014

Summary:  With one (1) abstention on the appointment of John Bendel, the Mayor and Council Members approved the two above appointments.  For details contact:  Ellie Rogalski – Borough Clerk (732) 270-6415, Jim Biggs – Mayor 
Motion to salute Governor Christie’s efforts in cleaning up of Barnegat Bay with the new program Barnegat Bay Blitz along with acknowledging the Leadership of Karen Hershey for Island Heights.

Summary:  The Mayor and Council Members unanimously approved the motion listed above.  For details contact:  Ellie Rogalski – Borough Clerk (732) 270-6415, Jim Biggs – Mayor
Approve the following purchase order request:

Requesting Dept.:
Water / Sewer

Vendor:
Van Sant Equipment

Item/Service:
One (1) MAGN-TRAK 100 Magnetic Locator 

Total:
$575.00

Summary:  The Mayor and Council Members unanimously approved the issuance of a purchae order for the item listed above.  For details contact:  Jon Brodbeck – Assistant Superintendent of Public Works (732) 270-6424,  Joe Rogalski - Council Member Liaison, Jeff Silver – Council Member Liaison      
Other Items of Interest

 The Annual Town Wide Yard Sale will be held on Saturday, September 24, 2011 (rain date Saturday, October 1, 2011) from 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM.
The Island Heights Recreation Committee regularly scheduled meeting is Monday, September 26, 2011 at 7:30 PM held at the borough hall.

The Island Heights Mayor and Council regularly scheduled meeting is Tuesday, September 27, 2011 at 7:00 PM held at the borough hall.

The Island Heights Senior Committee regularly scheduled meeting is Thursday, October 6, 2011 at 7:00 PM held at the borough hall.

All borough offices will be closed on Monday, October 10, 2011 in observance of Columbus Day.

The Island Heights Board of Health regularly scheduled meeting is Tuesday, October 11, 2011 at 9:00 AM held at the borough hall.
The Island Heights Mayor and Council regularly scheduled meeting is Tuesday, October 11, 2011 at 7:00 PM held at the borough hall.

The Island Heights Planning Board regularly scheduled meeting is Wednesday, October 12, 2011 at 6:30 PM held at the borough hall.

    The Island Heights Board of Education regular meeting is Wednesday, October 12, 2011 workshop begins at 7:00 PM, followed by the regular meeting at 7:30 PM, held at the Island Heights Grade School, 115 Summit Avenue, Island Heights.

The Island Heights Environmental Committee regularly scheduled meeting is Wednesday, October 19, 2011 at 7:00 PM held at the borough hall.

The Central Regional School Board regularly scheduled meeting is Thursday, October 20, 2011 at 7:00 PM at the Board of Education building, Forest Hills Parkway, Bayville.
The Municipal Clerk’s Office, Tax Collector & Water/Sewer Office, Finance & Purchasing, are open Monday – Friday 9:00 AM until 3:00 PM and Monday evening 6:00 PM until 8:00 PM.  Building & Fire Departments, Tax Assessor and Municipal Court are open Monday evening 6:00 PM until 8:00 PM. Please call the borough hall at (732) 270-6415 for days and times of offices not listed above.

mayorcouncil@islandheightsboro.com
Mayor Jim Biggs
Council Member Brian Taboada
Council Member Jeff Silver
April D. Elley, Newsletter Editor (732) 270-6415
Mayors’ Corner….

Mayor Biggs thanks the Emergency Management Coordinator Doug Platt, the Island Heights Police, the Island Heights Volunteer Fire Company and the Island Heights Volunteer First Aid Squad for staying on top of Hurricane Irene.  He also wants to say thank you not only to Island Heights personnnel, but to our residents for allowing our emergency responders to do their jobs.  

Mayor Biggs would like to bring to the attention of all residents:

Island Heights First Aid Squad needs your house number visible from the street to better serve your needs.
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