MINUTES

ISLAND HEIGHTS PLANNING BOARD – JANUARY 14, 2009
The regular meeting of the Island Heights Planning Board was called to order by Chairperson Joest at approximately 6:30pm.  Following the flag salute roll call was taken and present were:  Garrett Joest, Richard Woods, John Bendel, Anne Garvin, Brian Hanifin, Karen Kier, and Robert Ellis, Esq., Wendy Prior, Secretary, and Michael O’Donnell, Engineer.  Absent: Bill Doherty, Florence Kernaghan, Elizabeth Leahey, Richard Morrison, and Kevin Nelson.  Chairperson Joest then read the Open Public Meetings announcement with a correction that the newspaper is Asbury Park Press and not the Ocean County Observer.

Motion to approve the minutes from the November 12, 2008 meeting was made by Mr. Bendel second by Mr. Woods. 
Roll Call Vote:
Mr. Joest

Abstain


Ms. Garvin

Yes
Mr. Woods

Yes



Ms. Kier

Abstain

Mr. Bendel

Yes



Mr. Hanifin

Abstain

Chairperson Joest read the letter from O’Donnell, Stanton and Associates for the Site Plan Application, Block 19, Lot 8 into the record.  Mr. Kukfa, representing Ms. Vivolo asked for her to be sworn in which was done by Mr. Ellis.  Mr. Kukfa asked Ms. Vivolo the hours of operation which are Monday through Friday 9am to 7pm and Saturday 9am to 5pm.  Mr. Kukfa asked about the onsite parking which Ms. Vivolo stated would probably be used by employees and older clients.  She has four employees and the maximum appointments at one time would be two to three.  Mr. Ellis stated that there is no onsite parking required in that zone but that the driveway is a plus in this case.  Mr. Bendel asked if the use is changed does that mean it cannot be used as residential?  Mr. Ellis stated that most likely a site plan would be necessary to change it back.  Richard Luthringer, architect was sworn in by Mr. Ellis and with his credentials was accepted as an expert.  Mr. Luthringer stated that the sign would conform to the ordinance and would be placed directly on the building in a location that would be visible from the street.  Mr. O’Donnell stated that this sign does indeed meet code requirements.  Mr. Hanifin asked if the sign was wooden which Mr. Luthringer stated yes and would be also be lit.  Mr. Luthringer also stated that the handicap ramp would meet ADA requirements and will be on the right side of building since it would be less noticeable on this side.  He also stated that the first floor will meet ADA requirements which will be a minimal impact possibly moving some partitions and the plumbing.  Mr. Luthringer stated that the builder will determine if a header will be necessary once he opens up the interior.
Mr. Richard Groff of 20 Jaynes Ave. asked if it meets the fire code provisions.  Mr. Luthringer stated that there are none in the building now and that it does not need to be rated.  Mr. Groff asked about smoke detectors which Mr. Luthringer said they are not required in the building but if they are already installed they would keep them since they are a good thing and that most likely a fire extinguisher would also be required.  Mr. Woods asked if a CO would be necessary for a change of use.  Mr. Ellis stated that since a building permit will be necessary it will be automatic for a CO to be issued.  Mr. Groff asked for the hours of operation again which Mr. Kukfa restated for him.

Mr. Woods made a motion to approve the application for the site plan development with the conditions that it meets ADA requirements, that a permit is obtained and the sign meets ordinance requirements with a second by Ms. Kier.  
Roll Call Vote:

Mr. Joest

Yes



Ms. Garvin

Yes

Mr. Woods

Yes



Ms. Kier

Yes

Mr. Bendel

Yes



Mr. Hanifin

Yes

Vice-Chairperson Woods' stated last fall Mr. Frankovich met with Mr. Anderson to discuss issues with zoning ordinances.  There are sections of the zoning ordinances that need to be looked at and address some necessary amendments.  Mr. Woods would like to have the Board look at the recommendations of Mr. Anderson and work with our experts, Mr. Ellis and Mr. O’Donnell.  Mr. Woods stated that an ADHOC Committee should be formed to sit and do this which should include our engineer, attorney, planner, Class III member and one other member of the board to meet with Mr. Anderson.  After this meeting the committee can come back to the Board and present concepts.  Mr. Joest stated that this is a reasonable suggestion and would be good to have Mr. Ellis involved before his retirement to utilize his expertise.  Mr. Woods suggested that the committee meet after the next Planning Board meeting and the secretary will contact Mr. Anderson to see if he is able to come.  Mr. Ellis asked for the list of suggestions so he can research to see if previously the board asked for the changes and were not done by the Mayor and Council.  Mr. Woods stated that he, Mr. Ellis, Mr. O’Donnell and Brian Hanifin would be the ADHOC committee.

Mr. Joest opened the privilege of the floor with no comments from the public.

Motion to adjourn meeting at 7:10pm by Ms. Kier second by Mr. Woods.  Unanimous Voice Vote.

____________________________________

Respectfully submitted by Wendy J. Prior
