MINUTES

ISLAND HEIGHTS PLANNING BOARD – MARCH 12, 2008
The regular meeting of the Island Heights Planning Board was called to order by Chairperson Joest at approximately 6:30pm.  Following the flag salute roll call was taken and present were:  Garrett Joest, Richard Woods, John Bendel, Anne Garvin, Florence Kernaghan, Karen Kier, Al Gabriel, Elizabeth Leahey, Richard Morrison, Robert Ellis, Esq., Michael O’Donnell, Engineer and Wendy Prior, Secretary.  Absent: Bill Doherty and Kevin Nelson.  Chairperson Joest then read the Open Public Meetings announcement.

Motion to approve vouchers from Mr. Ellis for March meeting attendance was made by Mr. Woods second by Ms. Leahey.

Roll Call Vote:

Mr. Joest

Yes


Ms. Kernaghan
Yes
Mr. Woods

Yes


Ms. Kier

Yes

Mr. Bendel

Yes


Mr. Gabriel

Yes

Ms. Garvin

Yes


Ms. Leahey

Yes










Mr. Morrison

Yes
Motion to approve the minutes from the January 9, 2008 meeting was made by Mr. Gabriel second by Ms. Garvin. 
Roll Call Vote:
Mr. Joest

Yes


Ms. Kernaghan
Yes

Mr. Woods

Yes


Ms. Kier

Yes

Mr. Bendel

Yes


Mr. Gabriel

Yes

Ms. Garvin

Yes


Ms. Leahey

Yes










Mr. Morrison

Yes

Chairperson Joest read the letter dated February 27, 2008 from Michael O’Donnell into the record concerning the Rothstein Variance application for block 56, lot 16.  Chairperson Joest reviewed the previous variance application that was granted and what the changes were.  Mr. Ellis swore in Chester Rothstein the applicant and Herb Staruch the architect.  The Board accepted Mr. Staruch as an expert witness based on the last variance application.  Mr. Ellis marked into evidence photos from the last variance application as 6 and 7.  Also marked into evidence by Mr. Ellis was A1, a drawing on pressboard and A2 for the aerial photo on other side of pressboard.  Mr. Staruch explained that the reason for the application is due to a lifestyle change by the Rothstein’s who are planning on adopting children.  Mr. Staruch explained through the use of evidence A2 that in order to keep the geometry of the house and due to topography and shape of lot and where house is located, they need to apply for the variance to extend the deck and rearrange the quarters in the garage.  Discussion was held on the condenser units for the air conditioning which are within the first variance setback so not an issue at this time.  Mr. Staruch stated that the neighbor wrote a signed affidavit that states he has no issues with the application.  Mr. Ellis explained it will be retained in the file but cannot be read into the record since it is hearsay.
Mr. Morrison made a motion to approve the application since the moving of the deck does not invade on the public park at Long Point and it does not substantially increase from the original variance application that was granted.  Since hardship was proven for the first application and as stated in the first Resolution on page 8, it indicates the topography which has not changed and still exists that this application is not detrimental to the general plan of the town and its ordinances.  Mr. Woods seconded the motion stating that he would also like to include other items from the first Resolution that are numbered 1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10 and 11 which deal with the surrounding property and location and the basis for the hardship.
Mr. Bendel at first abstained due to the ambiguity on the clause that was added to the application.  Mr. Ellis explained that there is no clause being added that the air conditioner condensers fall within the first variance application that was approved.

Roll Call Vote:

Mr. Joest

Yes


Ms. Kernaghan
Yes

Mr. Woods

Yes


Ms. Kier

Yes

Mr. Bendel

Yes


Mr. Gabriel

Yes

Ms. Garvin

Yes


Ms. Leahey

Yes










Mr. Morrison

Yes

A motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Mr. Woods second by Ms. Garvin.  Unanimous voice vote.  
_____________________________________

Respectfully submitted by Wendy J. Prior
