MINUTES

ISLAND HEIGHTS PLANNING BOARD – MAY 13, 2009
The regular meeting of the Island Heights Planning Board was called to order by Chairperson Joest at approximately 6:30pm.  Following the flag salute roll call was taken and present were:  Garrett Joest, Richard Woods, John Bendel, Anne Garvin, Karen Kier, Florence Kernaghan, Richard Morrison, and Robert Ellis, Esq., Wendy Prior, Secretary, and Michael O’Donnell, Engineer.  Absent: Bill Doherty, Brian Hanifin, Elizabeth Leahey and Kevin Nelson.  Chairperson Joest then read the Open Public Meetings announcement.
Motion to approve the minutes from the February 11, 2009 meeting was made by Mr. Woods second by Mr. Morrison. 
Roll Call Vote:
Mr. Joest

Yes



Ms. Kier

Abstain
Mr. Woods

Yes



Ms. Kernaghan
Yes
Mr. Bendel

Yes



Mr. Morrison

Yes
Ms. Garvin

Yes

Presentation by Ocean County Utility Authorities in regards to new radio antenna to be placed at the Lake Avenue pump station.  Discussion by representatives and Planning Board members regarding size, and ability to place cell phone antenna’s there.

Chairperson Joest stated that we have received several letters from Mr. and Mrs. Cicalese regarding the site plan of Mr. Hatami on Block 46, Lot 1.04.  Present were Frank Baer, Victor Hatami, Dominick Cicalese and Carol Cicalese.  Mr. Baer gave a brief report regarding the issues that were brought up.  The loading area can be enforced by the police department via Title 39.  The no left turn sign when exiting parking lot was originally there which was removed by parties unknown, Mr. Hatami has said that he will replace that.  Again this can be enforced by local police if customers continue to make left turn from parking lot.  Mr. Morrison stated that we need to let Lt. Arnold know about these issues so they can enforce them and bring an end to these problems.  Chairperson Joest said that a copy of this letter from Mr. Baer will be forward to Lt. Arnold by the Planning Board Secretary.  Mr. Baer said the larger and major issue is the site lighting.  This has been a quandary from the beginning with a residence in a commercial zone and requires a unique balancing act to prevent glare on the residence but maintain a safe parking lot.  Mr. Baer stated that the one wall back on the southern portion closest to the Cicalese residence is disconnected and not operating.  The light stand has a shield installed which helps to reflect from property line to center of parking light.  They still get light but not a glare.  There is a 12” plate on the back of the shoe box to prevent additional glare to the residence.  Mr. Hatami has agreed to do this action.  Mr. Baer also stated that a timing of the lights which is industry standard where they go off one half hour after last store closes is in agreement with Mr. Hatami and he will relate this to his tenants.  It then becomes a matter of enforcement which can be done by the Code Enforcement Officer.  As for the grading issues it appears that it is close to what was originally designed and should not be an issue.  Mr. Woods stated that if the lights are not turned off one half hour after closing then it is an issue with the tenants and the non-compliance would be against them if it is not followed.  

Chairperson Joest asked if this needed to be done in the form of a resolution and Mr. Baer stated that it is not much different than the site plan.  Mr. Woods asked Mr. Cicalese his thoughts on the lighting.  Mr. Cicalese stated that this has been years of headache and nightmares regarding this site plan.  The actual parking lighting should be according to the approval of the Planning Board.  It was not on the original site plan and it should not be there.  These lights should be removed.  No matter how you try to shield it there is only 12 to 14 feet from our house.  The original print shows only two wall packs which are all the way to the north side and does not show any parking lot units which is what was approved by the Planning Board.  Ms. Kier stated that Mr. Harrington testified back in May 2006 that the neighborhood lighting provided sufficient lighting and she agrees with what Mr. Cicalese is saying.  The lighting was supposed to be minimal.  Mr. Baer stated that the wall pack units are the problem.  Mr. Cicalese stated that the wall pack was approved with one being placed closest to Exxon, and one in the center of the building.  Mr. Cicalese stated that the approval did not include any parking lot poles.  Further discussion between Mr. Baer and Mr. Cicalese on the lighting.  Mr. Cicalese showed pictures and the original plans to further prove his point on this matter of lighting.  Mr. Hatami stated that whatever you want him to do he will do but if the light is to be shut off then wants it in writing because of the liability.  Mr. Bendel stated that it is already in the original resolution.  Mr. Hatami said that the electrician saw it in the plans and installed it.  Mr. Woods stated that we should talk to Mr. Harrington about why we went from one plan to another.  Further discussion was held on the plans and asbuilt by Mr. Hatami, Mr. Cicalese and Planning Board members.  
The topic of the grading was discussed with Mr. Cicalese expressing concerns about the water coming across and going into his basement.  Mr. Baer said the mulch is high up on the fence but otherwise he feels it is in compliance.  It was decided that Mr. Baer should meet with Mr. Anderson to discuss this issue and make recommendations.  It was decided that Mr. Baer, Mr. Woods and Mr. Anderson would meet to see if they can resolve these issues.

Chairperson Joest stated that Mayor and Council sent to the Planning Board the International Property Maintenance Code for us to review.  Mr. Woods stated that he does not think this is our jurisdiction.  Mr. Woods suggested that Mr. Kukfa research this to determine if in fact this is our jurisdiction and for the members to have a chance to read through it.  Further discussion on how limited is the board and that this should go back to Mayor and Council to handle by Planning Board Members and Mayor Biggs.  

Mr. Kukfa reported to the board that the issue with Conza Builders and the fence was resolved in court.  The court ruled that this board did not act arbitrarily and they have 45 days to remove the fence.  

Further discussion was held on the impact of master plan and state and county master plans on the Borough of Island Heights between Planning Board members and Mayor Biggs.

Motion to adjourn meeting at 8:15pm by Ms. Kernaghan second by Mr. Bendel.  Unanimous Voice Vote.

____________________________________

Respectfully submitted by Wendy J. Prior
