MINUTES

ISLAND HEIGHTS PLANNING BOARD – SEPT. 12, 2007

The regular meeting of the Island Heights Planning Board was called to order by Chairperson Joest at approximately 6:50pm.  Following the flag salute roll call was taken and present were:  Garrett Joest, Richard Woods, John Bendel, Anne Garvin, Florence Kernaghan, Karen Kier, Richard Morrison, Robert Ellis, Esq., Michael O’Donnell and Wendy Prior, Secretary.  Absent: Bill Doherty, and Elizabeth Leahey.  Chairperson Joest then read the Open Public Meetings announcement.

Motion to approve vouchers from Mr. Ellis was made by Ms. Kernaghan second by Ms. Garvin.

Roll Call Vote:

Mr. Joest

Yes


Ms. Kernaghan
Yes

Mr. Woods

Yes


Ms. Kier

Yes

Ms. Bendel

Yes


Mr. Gabriel

Yes

Ms. Garvin

Yes


Mr. Morrison

Yes







Mr. Nelson

Yes

Motion to approve the minutes with corrections from the July 11, 2007 meeting was made by Ms. Kernaghan second by Ms. Leahey.

Roll Call Vote:
Mr. Joest

Abstain

Ms. Kernaghan
Yes

Mr. Woods

Yes


Ms. Kier

Yes

Ms. Bendel

Yes


Mr. Gabriel

Yes

Ms. Garvin

Yes


Mr. Morrison

Abstain







Mr. Nelson

Yes

Chairperson Joest and Mr. Morrison excused themselves from the Peto Application since they were not at the July meeting.  Vice-Chairperson Woods took over the meeting for this application.  Vice-Chairperson Woods read Mr. O’Donnell’s letter dated Sept. 10, 2007 into the record.  Mr. Erson, attorney for the applicant stated that they have complied with the revisions as per the letter from Mr. O’Donnell.  Mr. Harrington explained the changes made in the parking and gave each member a new plan showing the revisions.  Further discussion was held by Mr. Harrington explaining the new plans.  Vice-Chairperson Woods discussed the proposed use of the property and proposed tenant which would be non-profit and included in deed restrictions.  Mr. Erson explained that they still were not sure at that point that the tenant would be. Vice-Chairperson Woods stated concerns regarding the number of parking spaces that would be utilized by the tenant would not leave any for the museum visitors.  Mr. Erson explained that generally the museum would not be open at the same time as tenants would have office hours.  Mr. Califate also explained that the use on 2nd floor was limited to no more than one occupant per each of the four rooms upstairs.  Further discussion held by applicants and the board.  
Vice-Chairperson Woods opened the floor for public questions and comments for the applicant.  There being none he closed the privilege of the floor.

Mr. O’Donnell asked for clarification on the lighting in the parking area and if it would have any impact on the neighbors.  Mr. Harrington stated it would be a post about 3 to 4 feet off the ground and the light is in the post and generally is used to light walkways, etc.  It should not have any impact on the neighbors.  Mr. Erson stated that this use has less of an impact on the neighborhood compared to previous use of a bed and breakfast.  Further discussion held use, overflow parking, and costs of running museum.  
Mr. Bendel made a motion to approve the application for Block 29, Lots 4-6 stating that it is inherently beneficial use, Peto was important to the Borough and the art community along with stipulation of non-profit and subject to limitations as put forth second was made by Ms. Garvin.

Roll Call Vote:
Mr. Joest

Abstain

Ms. Kernaghan
Yes

Mr. Woods

Yes


Ms. Kier

Yes

Ms. Bendel

Yes


Mr. Gabriel

Yes

Ms. Garvin

Yes


Mr. Morrison

Abstain







Mr. Nelson

Yes

At 7:45pm Ms. Garvin excused herself from the meeting.

Chairperson Joest read into record the letter from O’Donnell, Stanton and Associates dated August 7, 2007 for the Variance Application, Block 27.01, Lot 8, name of Kelly.

Mr. Ellis swore in Charles Kelly.  Mr. Kelly explained that there are two sections to the house.  The front is original that was built in 1878 and the rear has an addition which is 16 x 16 and contains the kitchen with a shed roof.  Mr. Kelly stated that they are proposing to stay in the same foot print.  They are planning on removing the addition and replacing with a two story addition and the new section would square off on the side with existing old house.  Mr. Kelly stated that they currently have three slots for off street parking in the back left corner by the garage.  Mr. Ellis asked for clarification on the plans that it is showing both the old house and the proposed addition.  Mr. Kelly said yes.  Mr. George Thompson was sworn in by Mr. Ellis.  Mr. Gabriel asked if the second story would comply with code and Mr. Thompson stated yes it would be and with firewall.  Mr. Thompson further stated that the existing house is on east side and allows for parking.  It would maintain the character of the house and area while updating it.  It would be five foot taller than existing addition but the roof lines would blend in.  Further explanation of the plans and questions from the Board and Mr. Thompson.  

Chairperson Joest opened the floor for public questions and comments.  Steve Brick stated that he was in favor of the application as part of upgrading and improving the area.  Nancy Fellows also stated she was in favor of the application.
Motion to approve the variance application for Block 27.01, Lot 8 was made by Mr. Morrison second by Mr. Woods.  
Roll Call Vote:
Mr. Joest

Yes


Ms. Kernaghan
Yes

Mr. Woods

Yes


Ms. Kier

Yes

Ms. Bendel

Yes


Mr. Gabriel

Yes

Ms. Garvin

Absent


Mr. Morrison

Yes







Mr. Nelson

Yes

Chairperson Joest at this point took a five minute recess.

Ms. Kernaghan and Mr. Morrison excused themselves due to conflicts on the Marvin application for Block 38.02, Lot 4.02.

Chairperson Joest explained that there was a defect in notice to the adjacent property owners.  Mr. Ellis explained that this was not due to the fault of the owner but through a problem within the Borough and therefore application could be heard.  Mr. Ellis explained that this application will be treated as if in the medium density residential zone.  Chairperson Joest read into the record O’Donnell, Stanton and Associates letter dated August 31, 2007.  Mr. Ellis swore in Walter Marvin, the applicant.  Mr. Marvin explained that due to neighbor’s objection of a gazebo he withdrew a previous application.  He is seeking to place an enclosure for hot tub and protect from elements since he uses the tub frequently due to a bad back.  The enclosure will by 9 x 16.  Mr. Marvin explained that the deck is presently freestanding from house.  Mr. Ellis asked if the roof enclosure would tuck into the roof of the house.  Mr. Marvin stated that the enclosure would be attached to the house.  Further discussion held on this by Mr. Marvin and members of the board.

Chairperson Joest opened the floor for public questions and comments.  Mr. Brian Hall, 136 Bay Ave. was sworn in by Mr. Ellis.  Mr. Hall stated that he was not in favor of the enclosure because it would hinder his view of the water from his living room and block air flow.

Motion to deny the variance application for Block 38.02, Lot 4.02 was made by Mr. Woods second by Chairperson Joest.  

Roll Call Vote:
Mr. Joest

Yes


Ms. Kernaghan
Abstain

Mr. Woods

Yes


Ms. Kier

Yes

Ms. Bendel

Yes


Mr. Gabriel

Abstain

Ms. Garvin

Absent


Mr. Morrison

Abstain







Mr. Nelson

Yes

Motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Mr. Gabriel, second by Mr. Woods.  Unanimous Voice Vote.

_______________________________________

Respectfully submitted by Wendy J. Prior
