MINUTES

ISLAND HEIGHTS PLANNING BOARD – OCTOBER 8, 2008
The regular meeting of the Island Heights Planning Board was called to order by Vice -Chairperson Woods at approximately 6:30pm.  Following the flag salute roll call was taken and present were:  Richard Woods, John Bendel, Anne Garvin, Brian Hanifin, Florence Kernaghan, Karen Kier, Elizabeth Leahey, Richard Morrison, and Lawrence McIver, Esq., Wendy Prior, Secretary, and Michael O’Donnell, Engineer.  Absent: Garrett Joest, Bill Doherty, and Kevin Nelson.  Vice-Chairperson Woods then read the Open Public Meetings announcement.

Motion to approve vouchers from Mr. McIver for October meeting attendance was made by Ms. Leahey second by Ms. Kernaghan.
Roll Call Vote:

Mr. Woods

Yes


Ms. Kernaghan
Yes

Mr. Bendel

Yes


Ms. Kier

Yes

Ms. Garvin

Yes


Ms. Leahey

Yes
Mr. Hanifin

Absent


Mr. Morrison

Yes
Motion to approve the minutes from the June 11, 2008 meeting was made by Ms. Garvin second by Ms. Leahey. 
Roll Call Vote:
Mr. Woods

Yes


Ms. Kernaghan
Abstain
Mr. Bendel

Abstain

Ms. Kier

Yes

Ms. Garvin

Yes


Ms. Leahey

Yes

Mr. Hanifin

Absent


Mr. Morrison

Abstain
Mr. Woods explained that in 2007 there were two hearings on the Anderson application, for the Peto House, Block 29, and Lots 4-6.  There was a substantial amount of testimony and issues but the application was approved.  The resolution was passed which memorialized it but once it was disseminated the council for the applicant felt certain aspects of the resolution were incorrect and asked for modifications.  The issue was the location of office space in the building, which resolution said it was the second floor but applicant felt it should have been for both the first and second floors.  Mr. Woods decided to listen to the tapes and in the testimony by Mr. Harrington, the engineer there was mention of office space on the first floor.  During the second hearing the emphasis was placed on the second floor and the first floor seemed to have been forgotten.  Mr. Woods stated that Mr. O’Donnell did prepare a letter to the applicant that dealt with the issue of office space on the first floor.  Mr. Woods met with Mr. O’Donnell and although he did not have a copy of the chart the plans do indicate office space on both the first and second floor which therefore supports position of the applicant.  Mr. Woods made a motion to meet with Mr. Ellis and amend the resolution which will clarify the office space and to remove other items which was seconded by Ms. Garvin.
Roll Call Vote:

Mr. Woods

Yes


Ms. Kernaghan
Yes

Mr. Bendel

Yes


Ms. Kier

Yes

Ms. Garvin

Yes


Ms. Leahey

Yes

Mr. Hanifin

Absent


Mr. Morrison

Yes

At 6:43pm Mr. Hanifin was present at meeting.

Mr. Leone, council for Prepis/Worthington for the minor subdivision application for Block 30, Lot 5.06 stated that Mr. and Mrs. Prepis were attendance along with Stu Challoner, the engineer for the applicants.  Mr. Leone explained that the applicants were looking to change the easement and driveway for lot 5.06.  Mr. Challoner explained that they were looking to realign the driveway to be straight.  Mr. Challoner also stated that they complied with all the modifications received from Mr. O’Donnell and new plans were given to Planning Board secretary.  There were no questions from the audience or the Board.  Motion to approve the minor subdivision was made by Ms. Leahey second by Ms. Kier.
Roll Call Vote:

Mr. Woods

Yes


Ms. Kernaghan
Yes

Mr. Bendel

Yes


Ms. Kier

Yes

Ms. Garvin

Yes


Ms. Leahey

Yes

Mr. Hanifin

Absent


Mr. Morrison

Yes

Vice-Chairperson Woods introduced the newest member, Brian Hanifin and welcomed him to the board.

Mr. Morrison excused himself from the Feaster application due to personal relationship with applicant.  Ms. Leahey stated that she has represented applicant in sale of house but feels can be impartial and participate in this application.

Mr. Feaster was sworn in by Mr. McIver.  He stated that the existing structure on Block 22, Lot 8 is unsafe and needs to be taken down and replaced with a new structure.  It will be squared off with minimal expansion.  The covered porch matches what is there currently and will use materials that will look historical such as lights, siding and windows.  It is not practical to refurbish the existing structure.  Mr. Woods asked Mr. Feaster to address some of the issues in Mr. O’Donnell’s letter.  Mr. Feaster stated that currently there is no off street parking and has no plans to change that.  As for the Garage he stated that he would like to leave that up, raise the grading but it would not be used as a garage but as a storage place.  Mr. Feaster stated that he is unsure of the fire rating on the garage, which was recently fixed by Joe Burt.  Mr. Woods questioned the height of the fence and Mr. Feaster stated that he would like to install a pool and will put up whatever is required by code.  Mr. Woods asked if this is going to be the only fence, the one around the pool.  Further discussion was held on the fence, and codes.  Mr. Feaster than expanded upon the issues with the current structure which is why he is choosing to demolish and build new a new house.  Mr. Woods asked about the expansion when compared to current footprint.  Mr. Feaster stated that the footprint along Simpson and Ocean Avenues would remain the same but along the back it would become more rectangular to increase living space and also creates more living space on the second floor.  Mr. Hanifin stated that he would like the plans modified to show the fence.  Mr. Feaster than explained where the fence would be and he would have architect amend the plans.  Mr. Bendel asked about the existing garage and the fire ratings of the walls.  Mr. O’Donnell stated that there are different setbacks required depending on fire rating and took the worst case scenario.  Mr. Woods explained that if one hour fire rating on building then the setback requires a certain amount of feet from property line.  Mr. Feaster stated that he would be willing to put in the safest fire rating.  Mr. Woods asked if that could be a condition and Mr. Feaster stated yes.  Ms. Wetta from 18 Central Ave. was sworn in by Mr. McIver.  Ms. Wetta stated that she had some concerns with runoff and use of heavy equipment.  Further discussion on drainage and surrounding buildings and the pool by Board and Ms. Wetta.  Mr. Feaster stated that the garage will not be used as a garage and will have some drainage put in place by the contractor.  Mr. Woods stated that a condition could be to remove the pavement.  Mr. O’Donnell stated that a patio around the pool and rear of house will now be impervious.  Mr. Feaster stated he would get architect/contractor to work on this and will to address these issues.  Mr. O’Donnell stated that if this application is approved he would like to make this a condition that no increase of flow from drains or tie roof drains into recharge basins.  Mr. Feaster stated that he would probably put copper drains on house similar as to what he did in Shrewsbury.  Mr. O’Donnell stated that this should be a condition and Mr. Feaster agreed to this.  Mr. O’Donnell stated that the calculation would have to be revised to show what this is based on.  Ms. Leahey asked who the calculations would get provided to and Mr. O’Donnell said to him.
Ms. Leahey made a motion to approve subject to conditions of one hour fire rating, driveway raised to street level or removal of concrete drive and provide proof of no increase in runoff and that site plan be modified to show fence location and height second by Ms. Kernaghan.

Roll Call Vote:

Mr. Woods

Yes


Ms. Kernaghan
Yes

Mr. Bendel

Yes


Ms. Kier

Yes

Ms. Garvin

Yes


Ms. Leahey

Yes

Mr. Hanifin

Yes

Motion to adjourn meeting at 7:30pm by Ms. Kernaghan second by Ms. Leahey.  Unanimous Voice Vote.

____________________________________

Respectfully submitted by Wendy J. Prior
