MINUTES

ISLAND HEIGHTS PLANNING BOARD – DEC. 12, 2007

The regular meeting of the Island Heights Planning Board was called to order by Chairperson Joest at approximately 6:30pm.  Following the flag salute roll call was taken and present were:  Garrett Joest, John Bendel, Anne Garvin, Karen Kier, Al Gabriel, Richard Morrison, Robert Ellis, Esq., Michael O’Donnell, Engineer and Wendy Prior, Secretary.  Absent: Richard Woods, Bill Doherty, Florence Kernaghan, Elizabeth Leahey and Kevin Nelson.  Chairperson Joest then read the Open Public Meetings announcement.

Motion to approve voucher from Mr. Ellis for December meeting attendance and preparation of Resolutions for Orth and Hatami was made by Mr. Morrison second by Ms. Garvin.

Roll Call Vote:

Mr. Joest

Yes


Ms. Kier

Yes
Mr. Bendel

Yes


Mr. Gabriel

Yes

Ms. Garvin

Yes


Mr. Morrison

Yes

Motion to approve the minutes from the Nov. 14, 2007 meeting was made by Mr. Morrison second by Ms. Kier. 
Roll Call Vote:
Mr. Joest

Abstain

Ms. Kier

Yes

Mr. Bendel

Yes


Mr. Gabriel

Yes

Ms. Garvin

Yes


Mr. Morrison

Yes

Motion to approve the 2008 meeting dates was made by Ms. Garvin second by Mr. Gabriel.

Roll Call Vote:

Mr. Joest

Yes


Ms. Kier

Yes

Mr. Bendel

Yes


Mr. Gabriel

Yes

Ms. Garvin

Yes


Mr. Morrison

Yes

Mr. Ellis read the Resolution for Orth, Block 54, and Lot 11.  Motion to approve the Resolution with corrections for Block 54, Lot 11 was made by Mr. Morrison second by Mr. Bendel.

Roll Call Vote:
Mr. Joest

Abstain

Ms. Kier

Abstain

Mr. Bendel

Yes


Mr. Gabriel

Yes

Ms. Garvin

Yes


Mr. Morrison

Yes

Mr. Ellis read the Resolution for Hatami, Block 46, and Lot 1.03.  Motion to approve the Resolution with corrections for Hatami, Block 46, and Lot 1.03 was made by Mr. Morrison second by Mr. Gabriel.

Roll Call Vote:
Mr. Joest

Abstain

Ms. Kier

Abstain

Mr. Bendel

Yes


Mr. Gabriel

Yes

Ms. Garvin

Yes


Mr. Morrison

Yes

Chairperson Joest read into the record the letter from O’Donnell, Stanton and Associates for the Petricko Subdivision, Block 46, Lot 10.  Mr. Ellis swore in John Ernst from Ernst, Ernst and Lissenden.  Mr. Coronado established that Mr. Ernst is a qualified witness which Chairperson Joest agreed with.  A color coded tax map of the Borough of Island Heights was marked into evidence as A1.  Mr. Ernst gave an explanation of the different colors which determine the lot sizes in the area of the subdivision on both sides of Toms River and Island Heights.  Pictures of the property were marked into evidence as A2 through A5.  Mr. Ernst gave detailed testimony on each picture.  Flyer for proposed house that may possibly be placed on one of the lots was marked into evidence as A6.  Mr. Morrison questioned the size of the property on the NE corner which Mr. Ernst said was 84 X 125.  Further testimony was given on curbs, sidewalks and funnel of water by Mr. Ernst.  Mr. Ellis asked if any waiver would be sought for shade trees and Mr. Coronado stated that the inclination was to comply.  Mr. Ellis clarified that this is a soft C Variance if property is subdivided into two non-conforming 50 foot lots that the testimony is that they are more desirable than one 100 foot lot.  Mr. Coronado stated yes this would be more conforming to the area.  Further testimony and questions were given between Mr. Ellis and Mr. Coronado on this conformity to area.  Mr. Gabriel asked what the intent was for the two lots to be sold or developed.  Mr. Coronado stated that the original intent was to build and live on one and sell the other but recently another lot in town is available so it is possible that they will sell both lots and purchase this other lot.  At this time they have still not reached a decision.  

Chairperson Joest asked if the public had any questions for Mr. Ernst.  There were none.

Chairperson Joest asked if the board had any questions for Mr. Ernst.  There were none.  Mr. Coronado stated that the Petricko’s were present but not planning on giving testimony if anyone had any questions for them.  Chairperson Joest asked if the board had any questions for the applicant.  There were none.  Mr. Coronado then gave his closing statement.

Mr. Morrison stated that he was having difficulty with this subdivision and it being detrimental to the zoning plan to not only this property but also others and for setting a precedent for other applications.  In Mr. O’Donnell’s letter it stated that certain hardship requirements should be met and he is having difficulty in moving to grant this application.  Mr. Coronado and Mr. Ellis gave detailed explanations of soft C variance and hardship criteria’s.  Mr. Bendel stated that previous precedence was set a few years ago with a similar situation on Central Ave. where a subdivision was granted because it conformed to lots on the same side of the street.  Further discussion on hardship, combining of lots, etc. by Board and Mr. Coronado.

Motion by Chairperson Joest to approve the subdivision application second by Mr. Bendel.  Roll Call Vote:

Mr. Joest

Yes


Ms. Kier

Yes

Mr. Bendel

Yes


Mr. Gabriel

No

Ms. Garvin

Yes


Mr. Morrison

Yes

Mr. Keyser stated that he was informed that he should come to the Planning Board in regards to interpretation of an ordinance by the Building/Zoning Officer.  Chairperson Joest stated that this was not a Planning Board matter and he could discuss this after the meeting with Mr. Ellis on the proper procedure.  Chairperson Joest asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting as he needed to leave for a prior engagement.  Motion to adjourn the meeting by Mr. Morrison second by Ms. Garvin.  Unanimous voice vote.  
_____________________________________

Respectfully submitted by Wendy J. Prior
