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How THese Tours CAME To BE

[n March 1995, my Island Heights Girl Scout Troop 425
ook on the task of working on a self-guided historical
walking tour of Island Heights, as suggested by Ellie
Rogalski, the Borough Clerk. Itdidn'tseem like such a big
rask at the time, and as originally envisioned, it wouldn't
have been. After all, we had the 1981 New Jersey Historic
Sites Inventory of Island Heights as a starting point, and
we had access to earlier printed walking tours to refer to. A
few meetings and we should be done (or so we all thought).

We narrowed down the more than 300 sites that were
blaced on the State and National Registers of Historic
Sites to 84 which we felt really should be included. That
was the part of the project the Girl Scouts worked on. Then
we realized that visiting that many sites was far more than
1 one day project so we ended up with three separate tours.
Already the project, was growing beyond the "simple”
printed booklet we all thought we were doing. Then came
the idea of addingarchitectural notes to the simple historical
notes we had planned. The project grew again, and it was

time for the Girl Scouts to move on to other things leaving
me to finish the task.

Inspired by my large collection of Island Heights postcards,
my "thoughtful” husband told me that it would be "easy”
toadd in graphic images which would, we all agreed, make
the finished product so much better. The project grew
larger again. Then began the task of culling through all the
old sources for information, calling up the owners and
former owners of houses, sorting through all the photos,
postcards, etc available. Countless hours later, I have
pretty much compiled the Riverfront Tour, the Camp
Meeting Tourand the Westray Tour. I'msureI've lefrout
many facts that should be included and included a few
"facts" that really aren't. If you will let me know about
these errors of omission and commission, I will wuy to
And, of

correct them in later editions of this work
~ the houses are

course, old photos and stories of some of
still needed.
Sarah Punderson

May 16, 1995

NATURALLY A PROJECT OF THIS SCOPE REQUIRED THE
ASSISTANCE OF TOO MANY PEOPLE TO THANK BY NAME BUT
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Once a major waterway, the creek on
the north side of Island Heights is
what first made the island noteworthy
to ships navigating into Toms River.
In 1762 the Dillon family took
ownership of the whole island, and

the remains of their first house can be

The Association quickly cleared asite
at the peak of the 60 ft. bluff
overlooking the Toms River and
constructed cottages and a tabernacle
so that thousands of people would
converge on Island Heights late in the

summer of 1878 far the first relicions
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pleasures, and many grand “cottages”
were being built. However, because
of its Methodist origins no liquor was
(nor still is) allowed to be sold within
the boundaries of the town. As the
development succeeded, the Westray
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S. 114 OceaN AVE. - OGDEN COTTAGE

This house was builtaround 1895 for

John L. Ogden who worked for the
Philadelphia Water Company. This
early Shingle Style house was originally
covered in cedar shingles. The
rounded corner ors

cean Avenue and the
river. Itis 1 1/2 stories high, yith.~




8. CAMP MEETING GROUNDS

This playground now empty of all
trappings from its history, still

whispers to the visitor who stands at
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9. West Camp WAIK

The houses at #16 and #18 are two ~ Behind #18 still exists a “community  characterized by a steep pitched roof,
original camp meeting cottages with  well”. The Gothic Revival Stylebased ~ windows in the gables, often arched,
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12. 21 SiMPSON AVE.

This house is a typical two story  peaked roof is decorated with hlghhghtmg the unusual double
artage huiltin rhe 1R8N <, The! nid: “ oingefpreadind r 'naroAnnaric n v ve 1n tne oddiec
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16.1 4VAN‘QJ\L}TT THF OL FIREHQJN-L” (CONT.)

Photograph of "The Old Firehouse" Photograph of the original Firehouse located at 112 Jaynes Avenue.
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19. SuMMIT AVE. - THE ISIAND HEIGHTS FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY

This building was originally a studio
for artist Charles Wood, from
Trenton, (whose family had a house
at 112 Central Avenue, the Alfred
Wood Cottage). Later this building
was the home of the Island Heights




